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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession 
and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of 
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth his death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do 
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of 
the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an usher. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff, 18:15-35, 26:26-29;  
1 Cor. 10:14ff; 11:17-34. 
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Holy Thursday 
March 28, 2024 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church         Fargo, North Dakota 
 

As We Gather 
 

Holy Thursday, the night He was betrayed, Jesus gathered with his disciples to celebrate the 
Passover. There in the Upper Room, He tells them to love one another, just as He loved them. 
In the meal, He took the bread and divided it among his friends telling them, “This is my 
body.” And He took a cup, gave it to his disciples to drink, and then commanded them to 
remember Him by doing likewise. Then we go to the Garden of Gethsemane, where He was 
betrayed and arrested. On this day, we remember the commands of Jesus and celebrate His 
coming to us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. 
 

Prelude / Welcome 
 
Invocation 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P: Let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father, imploring Him for the sake of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins in thought, word, 

and deed with which I have offended You. Although I justly deserve Your 
punishment in time and eternity, I am truly sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them. In Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be 
gracious and merciful to me, forgive me all my sins, and direct me to walk 
in Your loving ways. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 
soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls 
you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

C: Amen. 
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 Service of the Word  
 

Psalmody               Psalm 116:12–19 
 

 
 

What shall I render | to the Lord* 
for all his bene- | fits to me? 
I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation* 
and call on the name | of the Lord, 
I will pay my vows | to the Lord* 
in the presence of all his | people. 
Precious in the sight | of the Lord* 
is the death | of his saints. 
O Lord, I am your | servant;* 
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving* 
and call on the name | of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows | to the Lord* 
in the presence of all his | people,  
in the courts of the house | of the Lord,* 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. | Praise the Lord! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
First Reading              Exodus 24:1-11 
 

Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. Moses alone shall come near to the 
Lord, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.” 
Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the just decrees. And all 
the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we 
will do.” And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and 
built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half of the blood and put it in 
basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has 
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took the blood and threw it on the 
people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 
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Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and 
they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, 
like the very heaven for clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the 
people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading           1 Corinthians 10:14-22 
 

 

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves 
what I say. The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Consider the 
people of Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar? What do I 
imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, I imply 
that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be 
participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You 
cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons. Shall we provoke the Lord 
to jealousy? Are we stronger than he? 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn  “Lord, Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”     LSB 622 
 
Passion Reading             Mark 14:10-31 
 

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 
him to them. And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And 
he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his 
disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar 
of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, 
‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for 
us.” And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and 
they prepared the Passover. 
And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and 
eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with 
me.” They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of 
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! 
It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, 
and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave 
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it to them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 
“You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even 
though they all fall away, I will not.” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 
before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I 
must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all said the same. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn   “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”     LSB 637 
 
Sermon  “Participation in a Common Thing”    1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
 
Catechism Response    The Sacrament of the Altar 
 

P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 

P: Where is this written? 
C: The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord 

Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us 
through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also 
life and salvation. 

 

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
C: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 
words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 
“forgiveness of sins.” 

 

P: Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: 
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“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does 
not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for 
the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 
Prayers  
 
Offering (Please sign and pass the green Fellowship book found at the center end of each pew.) 
 

 Service of the Sacrament  
 

Preface  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.             2 Timothy 4:22 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord.           Colossians 3:1 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.       Psalm 136 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, 
there life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden 
might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus                (LSB 161) 
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Words of Our Lord    Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes.               1 Corinthians 11:26 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.           Revelation 22:20 
 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Pax Domini 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei                (LSB 163) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns   
 

 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”           LSB 617 
 “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”        LSB 627 
 “The Church’s One Foundation”         LSB 644 
 

  



8 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You that we have received Your body and 
blood in this Sacrament. Through Your life laid down for us, You have given us new life. 
Strengthen us in faith and in loving service to You and others through Your presence. 
In Your name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

Reading           (Jesus is arrested.)       Mark 14:32-52    
  

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 
And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and 
troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and 
watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove 
this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” And he came and found them sleeping, 
and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And 
again, he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And again, he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. And he 
came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; 
the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; 
see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him 
away under guard.” And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he 
kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized him. But one of those who stood by drew his 
sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. And Jesus said to them, 
“Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I 
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be 
fulfilled.” And they all left him and fled. 
And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized 
him, but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

The Communion vessels are removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and the chancel is 
cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday. The congregation leaves in silence 
or sits in reflection on the passion of Christ. 
 
 
 

There is no benediction – the service of the Triduum continues on Good Friday. 
 
 

Acknowledgments: All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  (Holy Thu – special-PW) 


