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Sixth Wednesday in Lent 
A Service of Prayer and Preaching 

 

 

 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
 (John 13:1) 

 
March 20, 2024 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church     Fargo, North Dakota 
 
Opening Verses 
 

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

P In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness. 

C Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a 
strong fortress to save me. 

P  Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me. 
C  Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge. 
P  Into your hands I commit my spirit; deliver me, Lord, my faithful God. 
C  I hate those who cling to worthless idols; as for me, I trust in the Lord. 
P  I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction and knew the 

anguish of my soul. 
C  You have not given me into the hands of the enemy but have set my feet 

in a spacious place. 
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P  Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress; my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my 
soul and body with grief. 

C  My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength 
fails because of my affliction, and my bones grow weak. 

P  Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbors and an object of 
dread to my closest friends—those who see me on the street flee from me. 

C  I am forgotten as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery. 
P  For I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!” 
C  They conspire against me and plot to take my life. 
P  But I trust in you, Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
C  My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, 

from those who pursue me. 
P  Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. (Psalm 31:1-16) 
C  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. . . Almighty and everlasting God, your hour of your Son is a time of 
service for us. He laid down his life for us that we might be set free from the fear of 
our sin and death. Teach us in his holy passion to live a life of service to others; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Hymn    “When You Woke That Thursday Morning”  LSB 445 
 
First Reading             Galatians 6:1-16 
 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him 
in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast 
will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load. 
One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be 
deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who 
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit 
will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to 
make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in order 
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that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who are circumcised 
do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast 
in your flesh. But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts 
for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 
 
Second Reading             John 13:1-20 
 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For he knew who 
was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that 
you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I 
know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 
does take place you may believe that I am he. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives 
the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  “One More Thing to Do”        John 13:1 
 
Hymn of Response  “Jesus, Greatest at the Table”    LSB 446 
 
Prayers 
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Offering (Please sign and pass the green Fellowship book found at the center end of each pew.) 

 
Prayer/Benediction 
 
Closing Hymn  “Now the Light Has Gone Away”    LSB 887 
 

 
 

Acknowledgements: Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. (6th Lenten Wed,2024 - PW) 
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