
Special 
Services for 
Sun, Jan 1st 
(Services at usual 
times) Theme is 
about the hymn, 

“Amazing Grace”; No Sunday School opening; 
Adult Bible Class as usual; Sunday School in 
Student Room: (Jesus’ Birthday party, video, and 
introduction to playing handchimes) 
 

The Flower Calendar for 2023 is 

near the Sign-Up Center. Consider providing altar 
flowers to commemorate special events. You may 
sign up wherever there are blanks – first come, first 
served. 
 

Confirmation Parent-
Teacher Conferences  
This conference is a great opportunity to make sure 
both parents and teacher are on the same page 
about each youth’s faith growth. Conferences are 
between 6 and 8 pm on Wednesday, January 4th. 
That evening, Acts4 program and Hannah Bible 
Class will not meet. 

 
Notice these Deadlines: 
Board Budgets to Bd. of Finance by Jan 1st. 
Annual Reports due to Louise by Jan 18th. 
 

Giving Envelopes It has been five (5) 

years since the numbers have been updated, so 
most people have new numbers for 2023. 
Therefore, it is important to toss out old 
envelopes and use your new ones. Contact the 
office if you wish to have physical envelopes for 
2023 but didn’t (and vice versa).  

 

Family Serving Groups 
Ed Bean, FSG Coordinator, has stated the January 
group is Bum (Bumgarner-Downs); the February 

group is Dra (Duncan-Gunnerson), and the March 
group is Haa (Haarstick-Larson). Thank you for 

answering ‘yes’ when asked to volunteer. 
 

The Annual Voters Meeting will be Sun, 

Jan 29th at 9:35 am in the Celebration Center 
(after an abbreviated SS opening, and in place of 
Adult Bible Class). Help review the old and shape 

the new 
year! 

 
 
 
 

 
The Board of Outreach at Immanuel is continuing 
to implement an “in-reach and outreach” 

initiative. The sign-up period 
for the second groupings for 

“4x4” has ended; 

groupings for the months of 
January, February, & March 
are being formed by the Board; 
groups will be notified soon. 
See the church’s website for 
more information on the Four-
by-Four program. 

 

It's almost time for our Annual Zone 
Family Ski Trip to Andes Tower 

Hills.  This is a favorite event and is for the entire 
congregation.  The event is Saturday, February 
4th; registration forms must be turned in to DCE 
Susie by the Sunday prior - Jan 29th.  For those in 
the Fargo area, you can meet at Beautiful Savior 
and travel together.  Others can meet us at Andes 
Tower Hills. Look for registration forms on the 
Youth Board starting January 8th. Please contact 
DCE Susie with any questions. 
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Painfully Joyful 
Well, another year is upon us. 
We all survived the “perils” of 
2022, and now we are in the 
process of planning our strategy 
for surviving 2023. In my life, 
the beginning of a new year 
means more than just looking 
ahead.  It also involves reflecting 

on the past. As I do that, I realize that the year 2022 
was a painfully joyful year at the Schulz home. 
What does that mean, “painfully joyful”? There 
seems to be a bit of a paradox or contradiction to 
this phrase, so allow me to use my family’s year 
2022 to demonstrate.  
 

The year 2022 involved the death of my mother, 
Shirley.  This has been a “painfully joyful” 
experience. Painful, because we love our mother 
and grandmother greatly.  Painful, because we miss 
her.  Painful, because we don’t want to live in this 
world without her.  The experience is joyful because 
we are certain that my mother knows Jesus as her 
Savior from sin and death.  Joyful, because we 
know that she is now in the arms of our Lord in 
Heaven.  Joyful, because we look forward with 
confidence and expectation to the heavenly reunion 
that awaits all who trust in Jesus as their Savior 
from sin and death. 
 

Of course, this “painful joy” does provide quite a 
dilemma for the child of God. How do we deal with 
the struggle between pain and joy? What is the 
right way to feel?  What is the proper way to handle 
this paradox? We know that my mother is with 
Jesus, but we want her here with us, too. THERE, 
but HERE, too. That pretty much sums up 
“painfully joyful,” doesn’t it?   
 

As we reflect upon the past and prepare for the 
future, we will find that our journey through this 
earthly life is a painfully joyful one. As those who 
have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, our 
Savior Jesus, we have the greatest joy! The joy of 
being forgiven, the joy of being restored, the joy of 
walking and living as God’s children, the joy of 
focusing beyond this life and this world to the 
glorious world to come! This is a wonderful and 
amazing reality for the forgiven and dearly loved 
children of God! 
 

BUT...then there is the painful stuff, isn’t there? 
The painful realities of this world and this flesh. 
The pain of sorrow and sadness, the pain of disease 

and sickness, the pain of trial and temptation, the 
pain of darkness and corruption, the pain of hate, 
jealousy, and envy... the pain of abandonment and 
failure.  All this pain is an inescapable part of this 
vale of tears.  And it is a reality, even for the 
children of God. 
 

So, how you balance the joy and the pain?  How do 
you live with the paradox?  How do you cope, how 
do you explain, how do you suck it up and stick it 
out? My friend, there is only one way. There is only 
one way to handle this paradox. Focus on the one, 
constant and unchangeable reality. Focus on God’s 
promises. “I will be with you always, even to the 
very end of the world.” “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you!” “All this is rubbish compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus as 
Lord.” These promises point us to the one, constant 
and unchangeable reality. They point us to the love 
and faithfulness of Jesus. 
 

My dear friends, in the midst of the pain and the 
joy, in the midst of things we do not fully 
comprehend, in the midst of the thrill of victory and 
the agony of defeat, please focus on the love of your 
Lord Jesus.  The love of Jesus never changes. His 
love for you is everlasting! The love of our Lord and 
Savior endures forever. This is where we find our 
strength and our comfort to live in this “painfully 
joyful” reality: The love of Jesus for His children. 
May He richly bless you in this New Year! 
 

Rejoicing with you in the joy of Jesus, 

Pastor Schulz 

 

From Immanuel Lutheran Staff 
We want to thank you! We have received so many 
cards, gifts, and words of encouragement from you 
during this busy holiday season. You have families 
of your own, yet you choose to love us also and the 
body of Christ. Truly it is the Spirit of God moving 
in his people to share such kindness with us. Your 
kindness reflects the loving kindness of God our 
Savior! Know that we appreciate your generosity to 
us. 
 

The Immanuel Image is edited by Parish Administrative Assistant, Louise 
M. Tegtmeier. Parish Workers Circle of Immanuel LWML assembles the 
newsletter, usually on the last Thursday of each month. Distribution to 
members & friends is sent monthly via USPS. Subscription changes: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1258 Broadway, Fargo, ND 58102-2637; 701-
293-7979; Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com. Website:www.immanuelfargo.org 

mailto:Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com
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“Main Street Living” Media Ministry  
January Update 

 

 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS! 
Have you made some of these - 

perhaps related to diet and/or exercise? I’m not much 
of a New Year’s resolutions kind of a person; but on 
the other hand, FRESH STARTS are one of the most 
important aspects of a Christian’s life! Every time we 
REPENT of our sins, we are not only confessing that 
we have done something contrary to God’s will, but we 
are also to be intentionally declaring our 
RESOLUTION to change our minds and actions 
regarding that sin! With God’s forgiveness and on-
going process of our sanctification, may our 2023 be 
filled with resolutions that allow God’s Holy Spirit to 
continue to “transform us by the renewing of our 
minds” (Romans 12:2) - in Christ! A Blessed New Year 
to all! 
Please continue to share information about our LCMS 
“Main Street Living” media ministry with others. In 
addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, 
you can view archived programs anytime at 
www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the link 
under the picture identified as “Fargo.”  
 

Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks 
may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th 
Ave S, Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or 
your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessing in 
Christ! 
 

“MSL North” Programs for Jan 2023: 
Jan 1st:  Rev. Daniel Voth, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Grand Forks, ND, presents the message: 
“Our Exodus” based on Matthew 2:13-23. Lutheran 
Hour seasonal program: "The Other Wiseman" - 
Another Magi, making his journey to the Christ 
child, encounters others and shows kindness along 
the way.  
Jan 8th: Rev. Thomas Puffe, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Thief River Falls, MN, and Zion Lutheran 
Church, Warren, MN, presents the message: “The 
Baptism of our Lord Jesus” based on Matthew 3:13-
17. “This Is the Life” program: “Senior Citizen” - A 
man struggles with purpose and a place in life 
after retirement. 
Jan 15th:  Rev. Daniel Suelzle, Wittenberg Chapel, 
Grand Forks, ND, presents the message: “The Lamb 
of God” based on John 1:29-42a. “This Is the Life” 
program: “The Deadly Pen” - A businessman 
struggles with the guilt of another man's death.  
Jan 22nd: Life Sunday Service / Guest Speaker. 
“This Is the Life program”: “Live Option" - A 15-

year-old pregnant daughter and her mother 
disagree on the future of her child. 
Jan 29th: Rev. Richard Biberdorf, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Carrington, ND, Grace Lutheran Church, 
Cooperstown, ND, and Zion Lutheran Church, 
Rural Binford., presents the message: “When 
Worlds Collide” based on 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. 
“This Is the Life” program: "Transition"- A young 
boy reacts to the reality of a divorce of his parents 
and the new reality he now faces. 
 

Basement Remodel 
Capital Campaign Update  
 

 

• The official name of this Campaign will be 
“God's Firm Foundation” 

• Ed Bean will be the lead Consultant, as 
approved at November Voters Meeting. 

• Co-Chairs for the campaign will be Erick Esping 
and Lorinda/Mitch Semanko. 

• Sara McNett has agreed to be the Celebration 
Director, assisted by Sandi Gardner-Leikas. 

Other subcommittees that will be formed and 
chairpersons required are as follows (we are in 
contact with a number ILC members to start filling 
chairperson positions) : 
• Leadership Gift Director, Group Visit Director, 

Promotional Director, & Continuation Director. 
Many of the subcommittees will require additional 
individuals to help with the committee tasks so 
volunteers will be needed to be successful with the 
campaign.  Further into the timeline, which will 
soon be established for the entire project, a 
basement integration committee (Immanuel 
volunteers and the Contractors) will be formed to 
prepare for the actual work to be completed. 
The next committee meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, January 9th @ 6 pm. 
Further updates will be published in the Immanuel 
News and verbally communicated. 
 

*Please note:  As we await the special envelopes 
that are being ordered to accommodate gift giving, 
if you wish to make a gift now, please designate/ 
write on the tan envelope from the pews “God's 
Firm Foundation” (basement remodel project).   
Thank you. God's Richest Blessings to all, 

Lorinda/Mitch Semanko & Erick Esping 

God's Firm Foundation co-chairs. 

701-730-0885 (Mitch) 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0a42b3c934394dd05aab08da7c79e4c3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637959160229112840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hz%2FokbyrfQnh2i3RIYfIsDVnOIMf7bzNiCrBxqSvjYA%3D&reserved=0
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Christmas Cookie Bake Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who donated ingredients 
and helped with the baking of the cookies for the 
Christmas Cookie Bake this year! It is always such a 
fun weekend to bake Christmas cookies and you all 
help to make that possible. Thank you also to 
everyone who helped support the youth by 
purchasing the group’s delicious cookies. 

 
C3 Ministry 

Bridging the Divide between Christ,  
Culture, and the Church 

 

We are gearing up for our third session of this great 
new program designed to invite all members of our 
congregation, but especially our families, to come 
and learn what God says and the church teaches 
about those tough topics that are all around us in 

our everyday life.  
 

Session 3: Technology and Social-Media 
Date: Wednesday, February 15th 

Time: 6-8 PM 
 

Sloppy Joes will be served starting at 
6:00 PM and we will begin our 

conversation on the topic at 6:30 
PM. Conversation will be led by DCE 
Susie Danner, Pastor Worral, Pastor 

Schulz, and Ben Bernard. Childcare will be 
provided for young children but we encourage 

families of all ages to attend together. Join us as we 
dive into God’s Word and discuss technology and 
social media. A sign up is available in the Sign-up 
Center so please let us know if you plan to attend! 

 

Universal Directories says: 
The final proof of our pictorial 
directory was submitted in early 
December, so our long-awaited 
copies will be here in January. 

 
To request prayers for the PRAYER 
CHAIN, contact one of the coordinators: Clarice 

Michel (Claricemichel39@gmail.com; 701-237-
9759) or Sandi Gardner-Leikas (701-237-9661; 
srendrag76@gmail.com). You may also wish to join 
the prayer chain. Contact Clarice or Sandi to 
volunteer. Note: Prayer Chain items do NOT go on 
the Prayer Page of the Immanuel News unless 
directed to do so. 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New 
Year from Grace Lutheran School. 

Thank you to all 
who joined us at the 
Christmas musical, 
“O Busy Town of 
Bethlehem.” Sharing 
the Gospel is an 
important part of 
our students’ 
spiritual education, 
and we rejoice with 
all people who are 
blessed in hearing it. 

 

We revealed our “Growing Together in Grace” 
campaign at “A Celebration of Grace” in November. 
In January, we will hold informational meetings 
with all congregations (dates TBD).  In these 
meetings, we will share the design drawings, 
introduce our goals for each phase, and our 
architects will be available for questions. We invite 
all members of our Association congregations to 
join us, as each church will be holding a special 
voter’s meeting to discuss and vote on this project’s 
go ahead. 
 

Parents, it’s time to get your children started at 
Grace Lutheran School. Extend the message your 
children already received at home and at church to 
their school day and see the difference Grace can 
make in your child and your family’s life. We hear 
that cost is the biggest hurdle for families, but we 
firmly believe that cost should never be a barrier; 
we encourage all families to apply for financial aid 
and/or use the church subsidy, if offered by your 
church. If you would like more information about 
Grace, get started at 
www.gracelutheranschoolfargo.com.  
 

Our first open house of the year will take place on 
Tuesday, January 17th from 5-6:30 pm. There 
will be additional open houses in February and 
March 2023. Families can RSVP for open houses on 
our website, and walk-ins are always welcome. If 
families are not able to attend an open house, 
private tours and classroom experience days are 
always an option. Call 701-232-7747 or email 
ahirsch@gracels.com to get started. 
Calendar at GLS: 
School resumes – Jan 3rd; No School – Jan 20th 

Winter Carnival – Jan 21st; 12p-3p (all invited) 

mailto:michel39@gmail.com
mailto:srendrag76@gmail.com
http://www.gracelutheranschoolfargo.com/
mailto:ahirsch@gracels.com
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“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.”  John 14:26-27 
As we close out 2022 and look forward to a new 
year, I pray that all of you feel the peace that 
only our Lord and Savior can give. God has 
plans for us, and ways of service to look forward 
to in this new year:  those within our own 
congregation who are homebound or lonely and 
would love a phone call or visit; mission grants 
to fill with our Mite offerings, helping to bring 
the love of Christ to others near and far who are 
in need; an LWML national convention to look 
forward to in June, where we can worship and 
celebrate with sister LWML members from 
throughout our country and abroad, and learn 
about and select new Mission Grants for the 
next biennium. 
Scheduled events are quieter for January – 
Sunday, Jan 8th @ 12:15 LWML Unit 
Board Meeting.  We will be planning for 
February activities, which will include a Unit 
meeting on Feb 8th to prepare Valentine 
packets for our homebound, updates on the 
LWML FM Area Prayer Service which will be on 
Saturday, Feb 18th, and Lenten meal serving on 
March 1st. 
Have you picked up your copy of the LWML 
Quarterly magazine, winter edition? Full 
national Convention information and registration 
form are in that issue (or you can go to the 
LWML.org website and also get the info), along 
with many wonderful articles to read. Early 
registration for Convention begins January 9th until 
March 14th at a reduced rate ($160). Price goes up 
after that to $180. Check it out, and come join us at 
Convention as we Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations! 
Please continue to support our goal of sharing 
Christ throughout our nation and abroad through 
our MITE offerings. A Mite box is located on the 
LWML table in the Welcome Hall, or your offerings 

can be put in an envelope and placed in our LWML 
treasurer’s mailbox in the church office. 
Thank you to all those who furnished goodies or 
helped with our serving for the Advent meal on 
Dec. 7th and also the treats and fellowship time 
following the Sunday School Christmas Service on 
Dec. 18th. We had great willingness to help this 
year! 
Wishing you a new year filled with many blessings 
as you put Christ first in your lives! 

Patty Walla, LWML President  

 

 
3Jan – Rhoda 
Viker (81) 
4Jan – Peter 
Woyen 
5Jan – Alexis 
Riesen; Jack 
Schroeder 
6Jan – Clint Podoll; Brian Williams; Roselynn 
Speidel 
10Jan – Jordan Dahl 
11Jan – Shirley Janssen (86); Cheryl Mammel-
Hamdan 

January Worship Assistants  

Jan 1 
8:15 
am 

Elder: Tim Flakoll 
Acolyte: Mckinley E 

Usher Team: Montana 
Greeter: C Michel  

Video: Jacob Schulz 

11  
am 

E: Tim Flakoll 
A: Ian B 

UT: Roesler/Rolf 
G: Larry/Sheila Bakken 

Jan 8 
8:15  
am 

E: Paul Ill 
A: Wyatt S 

UT: Stahlecker 
G: J/M Gornowicz 
V: Jack Bumgarner 

11  
am 

E: Paul Ill 
A: Adam S 
UT: Diers 

G: Jack Bumgarner 

Jan 15 
8:15  
am 

E: Jeff Sornsin 
A: TBD 

UT: Semanko 
G: TBD 

V: Samuel Boateng 

11  
am 

E: Jeff Sornsin 
A: TBD 

UT: McCoy 
G: TBD  

Jan 22 
8:15 
am 

E: Mike Rachow 
A: TBD 

UT: Rachow 
G: TBD 
V: Kay T 

11 
am 

E: Mike Rachow 
A: TBD 

UT: Montana 
G: TBD 

Jan 29 
8:15 
am 

E: Dean Sonnenberg 
A: TBD 

UT: Esping 
G: TBD 

V: Samuel Boateng 

11 
am 

E: Dean Sonnenberg 
A: TBD 

UT: Roesler/Rolf 
G: TBD 
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12Jan – Samantha Albrecht; Palmer Brackett (3); 
Carly Erdmann; Katie Ill; Mary Marohl; Ben 
Stevens 
13Jan – Jeremy Duncan 
14Jan – Own Duncan 
16Jan – Gretchen Klein 
17Jan – Jack Bumgarner; Jacob Schaefer; Brexley 
Swenson (4) 
18Jan – James Speidel (9) 
19Jan – Bob Stahlecker; Mariah Westerhausen 
20Jan – Bethany Katka; Curt Sommer; Clara 
Tegtmeier (3) 
22Jan – Jamie Jacobson; Faith Luebke; Sue 
Williams 
23Jan – Dean Sonnenberg 
25Jan – Pam Coste; [Trista] Walla 
26Jan – Krista Klein; Henry Swanson (4); Carol 
Thoreson 
29Jan – Melissa Gornowicz 
30Jan – Austin Moltzan 
 

1Jan – Megan & 
[Ben] Kunkel (7th); 
John & Kali 
Maurer [Jr.] (9th) 
4Jan – Ben & 
Becky Duncan 
(26th) 

11Jan – Myrna Larson & [Dick Anderson] (9th) 
13Jan – Jason & Jennifer Wilkie (22nd) 
16Jan – Andy & [Kristin] Wollin (2nd) 
17Jan – Reid & [Carissa] Kittelson (9th) 

 
Do you know the meaning of Privilege?  

Politically correct? Woke? Anti-racist? Social 

justice? Victim? Divisions by gender, race, 

religion? 

Educational Event  
Feb 25, 2023; 9:30 am-1:30 pm 

“Christianity and Wokeism” 
Pastor Paul 
Dare, special 

speaker 
“My greatest joy in 

life is sharing 

 the truth of God's 

Word and grace 

 of God in Jesus 

Christ who brings  

new life and 

eternal life to the 

world.” 
 

The Dordt University Concert Choir 
from Sioux Center, Iowa, invites you 

to a concert at 7:30 pm on 
Saturday, January 7, at Peace 

Lutheran Church (1011 – 12th Ave 
N) in Fargo. This free concert is part 

of a spring tour with performances 
scheduled in Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota. 

Directed by Dr. Rob Hobgood, the Dordt University 
Concert Choir will perform a wide variety of choral 

music including hymn arrangements, spirituals, 
classics from the modern choral repertoire as well as 

past centuries including Gabrielli, Handel, and 
Clausen, and several compositions written within the 

last decade by talented young composers. The concert 
is free, with a freewill offering received to help defray 

tour expenses. Our own Conner Asche attends 
Dordt University. 

 

New Scholarship Announcement from LCMS 
The Rev. Bernhard M. Seter, longtime chairman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) Board 
for International Mission (BIM) and longtime 
pastor in Grafton, ND, died on March 22nd at the 
age of 69. Now, a newly created scholarship in his 
name will fund financial assistance to eligible 
indigenous African students attending their local or 
regional Lutheran seminary.   
Seter had a deep and abiding passion for Africa 
mission work. He was instrumental in the creation of 
Project 24, part of an LCMS-led child care 
program that provides schooling, residential care and 
the Word of God for children in Kenya. He made 
several trips to Kenya as part of his work on the 
program. 

  
 
From (date) Honor/MEMORY 

Bonnie Kuehn (12-4) HELEN HUMPHREY 
Sandi Gardner-Leikas HELEN HUMPHREY 

Nyla Nolte HELEN HUMPHREY 
Bruce/Kay Leverson DARYL HANKEL 

Terry/Dolly Meyer (12-19) LORI RHEAULT 
Tim Flakoll (12-27) PAUL FLAKOLL 

https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
https://www.lcms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya
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Recipients of the Rev. Bernhard M. Seter 
International Student Scholarship for Africa 
Seminaries 
Student Scholarship for Africa Seminaries must be 
studying to become Lutheran pastors, deaconesses 
or Christian evangelists serving in Africa LCMS 
partner churches. First preference for scholarship aid 
will be given to students, especially pastors in 
training, who are enrolled at seminaries in East 
Africa, especially the Matongo Lutheran Theological 
College of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya. 

The Rev. Dr. Walter Steele, LCMS 
missionary to Kenya, talks with Matongo 
Lutheran Theological College student 
Kelvin Lenaseyan following chapel on 
Feb. 21, 2022, in Nyamira County, Kenya. 
The newly created Rev. Bernhard M. 

Seter International Student Scholarship for Africa Seminaries 
will fund financial assistance to eligible indigenous African 
students attending their local or regional Lutheran seminary. 
(LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford) 
 

The scholarship account itself, and all gifts added to it, 
are managed on behalf of the LCMS by the LCMS 
Foundation. Scholarships awarded from the 
Foundation account are administered by the LCMS 
Office of International Mission through the LCMS 
Africa regional office. 

The Seter family invites others in the LCMS who share 
Rev. Seter’s passion for work in the Africa region to 
make these scholarships possible. Through this 
scholarship, the Synod honors Seter’s legacy as a faithful 
LCMS pastor and a leader on the BIM. 
Learn more: 
• Obituary: Rev. Bernhard M. Seter, former chairman 
of the LCMS Board for International Mission 
• To learn more or ask questions about the Seter 
Scholarship, please contact LCMS Mission 
Advancement at 888-930-
4438 or mission.advancement@lcms.org. 
• To help build the Rev. Bernhard M. Seter International 
Student Scholarship for Africa Seminaries: 
– Give online. 
– Send the keyword LCMSSETER to the 
number 41444. 
– Send a check payable to the LCMS Foundation and 
write “Seter Scholarship” on the memo line. Mail to 
LCMS Foundation; 1333 S. Kirkwood Road; St. Louis, 
MO 63122. 
– Send a check payable to Mission Central (memo line 
“Seter Scholarship”) and mail to Mission Central; 
40718 Highway E 16; Mapleton, IA 51034. 

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

11-30-2022 

 BUDGET 2022 2021 

* RECEIPTS *     
REGULAR ENVELOPES $550,000.00  $508,123.44  $487,109.08  

PLATE OFFERINGS $10,000.00  $9,792.50  $6,105.50  

SPEC. SERVICES & MISC. $20,000.00  $13,023.62  $9,440.50  

ASSETS RELEASED $69,000.00  $18,864.03  $55,000.00  

*TOTAL RECEIPTS*  $649,000.00  $549,803.59  $557,655.08      
* EXPENSES *     
MISSIONS $116,000.00  $105,991.43  $100,258.06  

ELDERS $28,500.00  $27,813.44  $28,275.79  

EVANGELISM $3,750.00  $6,236.93  $2,787.50  

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE $3,450.00  $2,991.74  $3,172.74  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $43,950.00  $48,120.72  $29,680.77  

TRUSTEES $125,000.00  $80,071.46  $116,481.07  

ADMINISTRATION $283,370.00  $256,637.58  $246,150.01  

HUMAN CARE $2,250.00  $0.00  $0.00  

CAMPUS MINISTRY $72,830.00  $68,287.48  $64,819.17  

ENDOWMENT $2,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  

*TOTAL EXPENSES* $681,100.00  $596,150.78  $591,625.11  

HOME PURPOSES 
PLUS (MINUS) ($32,100.00) ($46,347.19) ($33,970.03) 

*YEAR-TO-DATE REC’D*   
BOTW-BLDG. MAINT. FUND $19,660.09  $12,880.53  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS $5,020.00  $7,467.00  

https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/obituary-rev-bernhard-m-seter-former-chairman-of-the-lcms-board-for-international-mission/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/obituary-rev-bernhard-m-seter-former-chairman-of-the-lcms-board-for-international-mission/
tel:18888435267
tel:18888435267
mailto:mission.advancement@lcms.org
https://igfn.us/form/C-TeUQ
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From Lutheran Bible Translators: 

Thank you for your prayers and support for Giving 
Tuesday, November 29th. 
  

The goal of $20,000 for Bible Printing and 
Distribution was met! Praise God for being able to 
print and distribute New Testaments and full 
Bibles. 
A total of $22,888 was raised this year for the 
Shekgalagari, Khwedam, and Komba communities 
to have Scripture in their own language! 
Thank you for putting God's Word in their hands! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, IA 51034 
PH: 712-882-1029; Gary.Thies@lcms.org 

What a blessing to welcome 
the Honorable Missionary 
Sharon Von Qualen of Carroll, 
Iowa representing the 
NATIONAL LWML to 

Mission Central on December 19, 2022. 
Sharon brought in person the gifts that will be helping 
ELEVEN (11) of our dear LCMS missionaries around 
the world!  Yes, it is real “MIRACLE STUFF” when we 
saw that gift of $156,000 to help our dear 
missionaries from Eurasia and Africa!  Some of the 
missionaries were concerned about their family 
support…and then here arrived this special gift of love 
from our dear national LWML grants for the support 
of these messengers of our Lord Jesus, who bring the 
message of that little baby in a 
manger to people in darkness 
that have never heard His name. 
Here you see Sharon presenting 
those gifts of love to Old 
Missionary Gary in his office with 
our Boss in the background.  It 
was a day we will long remember 
and truly an answer to prayer!  It’s truly the best 
Christmas Gift we could have received here at the 
Lord’s Mission Central.  There will be indeed many 
more people in our real home because of this gift. 

mailto:Gary.Thies@lcms.org
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