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September 11, 2022 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

September 2022 marks the 500th anniversary of one of Martin Luther’s most important 
literary achievements: the publication of his German translation of the New Testament, 
popularly known as his ‘September Testament’. This publication paved the way for other 
translations of the Bible into the vernacular, making it accessible for people both at church and 
in their homes. 
 

Luther completed this project while hiding in the Wartburg Castle in Eisenach Germany. He 
was condemned May of 1521 by Emperor Charles V as a heretic for making his stand on God’s 
Word alone, rejecting the councils of men when they contradicted the teachings of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The last translation of the Bible had been the Latin Vulgate from the 4th 
century and was not readily available to the common people, both in language and the 
printing of books. But with his translation into the German language, people purchased Bibles 
and began reading God’s word for themselves. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church        Fargo, North Dakota 

 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn  “Thy Strong Word”       LSB 578 
 
Invocation and Opening Versicles 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Your word is a lamp unto my feet 
C: And a light for my path.          (Psalm 119: 105) 

P: Sanctify us in the truth 
C: Your word is truth.            (John 17:7)  
 
Confession and Absolution (There is silence to call to mind your sins.) 
 

P: In humility, let us confess our sins. 
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, we confess to You that we have sinned 

in thought, word, and deed, by our actions and our failure to act in 
mercy toward others. Even though we have read, studied and tucked 
your word into our hearts, we still stay from your commandments. 
Forgive our sins and assure us of the power and sufficiency of Your 
Word to be our life and strength against the powers of evil. 

 

P: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. In the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Introit            Psalm 119:10-16; antiphon: v 9 
 

P: How can a young man keep his way pure? 
C: By guarding it according to your word. 
 

P: With my whole heart I seek you; 
C: let me not wander from your commandments! 
P: I have stored up your word in my heart, 
C: that I might not sin against you. 
P: Blessed are you, O Lord; 
C: teach me your statutes! 
P: With my lips I declare 
C: all the rules of your mouth. 
P: In the way of your testimonies, I delight 
C: as much as in all riches. 
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P: I will meditate on your precepts 
C: and fix my eyes on your ways. 
P: I will delight in your statutes; 
C: I will not forget your word. 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P: How can a young man keep his way pure? 
C: By guarding it according to your word. 
 

Hymn of Praise  “Listen, God Is Calling”     (LSB 833) 

 

 

 

 
Text: © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004289 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray…Almighty God, by your word created the heavens and the earth, your 

word became flesh and made his dwelling among us in the life, suffering, death and 
resurrection of Christ, and the word still comes to us to create and sustain our lives. 
Grant us your word in our day that we too might have life and have it to the full; 
through Jesus Christ, your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 

Old Testament Reading          Isaiah 55:6-11 
 

R: The Old Testament lesson for today is from Isaiah, chapter fifty-five. 
 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it. 
 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Special Music  “How Firm a Foundation,” (LSB 728) arr. by Valerie Floeter 
 
Second Reading             Acts 8:26-40 
 

R: The Second Reading is from Acts, chapter eight. 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an 
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge 
of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his 
chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 
join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture 
that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before 
its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture, he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through, he preached the 
gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Verse  (spoken by all) 
 

Alleluia. If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free. Alleluia.    John 8:31–32 

 
 
Holy Gospel              Luke 8:4-15 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to [Jesus], he said 
in a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path 
and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock, 
and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew and 
yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 
And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has been given 
to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing 
they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes 
and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And 
the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 
have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell 
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 
the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the 
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and 
bear fruit with patience.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sermon Hymn 
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Sermon “The Treasure of God’s Word”       Psalm 119:14-15 
 
Confession of Faith “We All Believe in One True God”   LSB 953 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering (Please sign and pass the green Fellowship book found at the center end of each pew.) 

 

Offertory Hymn  “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”    LSB 865 
 
Installation of Sunday School Teachers & Bible Class Leaders 
 
 

[8:15 am service concludes with Lord’s Prayer; Benediction; Closing Hymn (LSB 923)] 
 

+ SACRAMENT (11 am) + 
Communion Liturgy            LSB 160 ff 
 

 
Hymns during Distribution   
 

 “Lord Jesus Christ You Have Prepared”       LSB 622  
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”        LSB 577  
“How Firm a Foundation”          LSB 728 

 
Post-Communion Canticle  “Nunc Dimittis”     LSB 165 
 
Post-Communion Collect          
 

P: Let us pray… Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart 
that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Benediction              LSB 183 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn  “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”   LSB 923 
 

Acknowledgments: All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 
Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. (GermanBible-Special-PW) 


