
VBS is almost here! 

VBS 2022: “Monumental!” runs from June 6th-
10th from 8:45-11:45 am. At Monumental VBS, 
kids will explore the vastness of God’s power and 
the depth of his love for each of them. You can 
expect a week full of faith discoveries, memorable 
music, and epic adventures that help kids 
encounter God’s power and love! 
 

Please use the QR code at right to sign 
up your 3-year-old to 5th grader for 
VBS or to volunteer! There is also a 
link available on the church website 
under the Children’s Ministry tab. 
Related event times: There is a volunteer training 
at 10 am on Saturday, June 4th, decorating and 
setup time beginning at 2 pm on Sunday, June 
5th, and cleanup beginning at noon on Friday, 
June 10th.   
 

Summer 

Education 
 

June 12th and through most of 
the summer until August 21st, 
our congregation will be 
coordinating our worship 
themes and adult Bible class 

with the children of our Sunday School; so, what 
will be happening in worship on Sunday morning is 
happening in the children, youth, and adult 
classrooms. There are ten lessons. 
Our typical Sunday morning worship services 
revolve around the historic three-year series of 
readings. They are our constant friend in the Divine 
Service, guiding us through the life of Christ from 
Advent to Easter. But the season of Pentecost 
allows us to go back to some very fundamental 

themes, which is what we’ll be doing this summer 
with the Tree of Life program. It is a foundational 
overview of the salvation story, beginning with the 
Fall of man into sin; through the promises 
delivered to Abraham, Moses, King David, the 
prophet Daniel and into the public ministry of 
Jesus, his baptism in the Jordan, his preaching of 
the Kingdom, and the plan of salvation completed 
in the cross of Jesus and His empty tomb. The last 
of these focuses on Revelation 21 and the end of our 
story!  
 

There are five Old Testament accounts and five 
New Testament covered: 
 

The Beginning of Our Story: Genesis 3:1-15 
God’s Plan for Abraham: Genesis 12:1-8; 22:1-14 
The Passover Lamb: Exodus 12:1-13, 29-42 
Slaying the Giant: 1 Samuel 17:4-18, 38-51 
Delivered from the Lions: Daniel 6:1-23 
Jesus Is Baptized into God’s Plan: Matthew 3:13-17 
Jesus Preaches the Kingdom of Heaven: Matthew 
4:3-11; Luke 4:31-44 
God’s Plan of Salvation Completed: Luke 23:26, 
32-46 
Jesus Conquers Death: John 20:11-18 
The End of Our Story: Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-14 
 

We hope this is a series the whole family can 
enjoy…parents, grandparents, youth, and young 
children. There is a family kit you can use for your 
home devotions, too, that goes right along with 
these themes. Our congregation will be 
making those available to you at a 
discount of $10 per family if you desire 
one. Please use the QR code here, or 
visit the children’s ministry page under 
the “Ministries” tab of the church website to sign up 
for your kit today. 
Sunday, May 29, there will be no Sunday School but 
there is adult Bible study. 
On Sunday, June 5 all children and youth and 
invited to join us for a VBS themed education hour 
in the Student Room! There will also be adult Bible 
study in the Celebration Center as well. 

 
Pray for families 
of those who 
made the ultimate 
sacrifice.  
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Expecting Great 

Things 
 
Hey, what do you 
expect!?” You’ve heard 
that one before, haven’t 
you? It seems that 
expectations are just a 
part of life, aren’t they? 
Many parents expect 
their children to 
“succeed” in life. Many 
children expect great 

things from their parents, as well. 
 

Expectations are also a part of our life together as 
the children of God. As a congregation of God’s 
people, we all have expectations. Some are realistic, 
and some are not. If we expect a perfectly-
functioning team that does everything right, we will 
be sadly disappointed.  Every congregation is made 
up of sinners: the pastors, the leaders, and every 
one of the members. Only by God’s forgiving grace 
– received freely from Him and then extended to 
each other – can we function as an effective part of 
the body of Christ. 
 

Sometimes our expectations of ourselves and others 
are a little confusing, but God is very clear. God’s 
expectations of us are quite different from our 
expectations of each other. God not only expects, 
but demands perfection. He wants us to make Him 
first in our lives, to honor Him with our words and 
actions, and to worship Him regularly.  He expects 
our relationships with others to reflect the 
unconditional love that He has shown to us. That is 
God’s uncompromising word of Law. 
Unfortunately, one of us must admit that we have 
failed to meet God’s perfect standards and that we 
have failed Him and each other in many ways. 
 

But that doesn’t mean that we have to live a life of 
despair and disappointment. What God demands of 
us in the Law – perfect holiness – He delivers to us 
in the Gospel. He has done this in the saving life, 
death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus. Because 
Jesus lived a perfect life in our place and then died 
on the cross to pay the penalty for our sinful 
imperfections, we don’t have to fear the eternal 
separation from God that our sins and failures 
deserve. Because of what Jesus has done for us, 
reconciliation and restoration to God’s eternal 
family are given to us as a free gift! 
 

And God doesn’t stop there! The resurrection 
victory of Jesus over sin and death provides the 
power to accomplish great things as a congregation. 
Equipped with His Gospel power, we raise our 
expectations with boldness and confidence. In spite 
of our shortcomings, in spite of our failures and 
faults, our gracious God is doing great things in this 
congregation! The truth of God’s Word is being 
proclaimed, the Sacraments are being distributed, 
our children and youth are being taught by faithful 
teachers. More adults are studying their Bibles on a 
regular basis. Our zeal for missions keeps going up 
and up, and we have a growing eagerness to share 
the Gospel with our community and with our world. 
With God’s Word at work in the lives of His people, 
“what do you expect?” These are the great things 
that the Lord is giving to us from His fatherly hand! 
 

Faith and forgiveness are the “expectations” of 
every child of God, because our faithful God has 
promised to supply us with both. And He always 
does what He says He will do! As we rejoice in this 
faith and forgiveness that our Lord has given to us, 
and pass it along to one another, our Lord will truly 
bless! He has great things in store for us. You can 
count on it! 
 

Your servant in the Savior’s service! 

Pastor Schulz 

 

New Member Welcome  
We welcomed many new members during the 
pandemic, but didn’t welcome them with a 
congregational dinner until May 15th. Here is a list 
of those who became members since the pandemic 
began in March, 2015:  
Wayne Oberg; Gary McCaul; Michelle Solberg; 
Gary Tougas; Tara Kreklau; Allison Kipp; Larry & 
Sheila Bakken; Emily Gress and Theresa Hosford; 
Troy Dilger; Todd Hirsch; Chris Rieckman; Erling 
Podoll; John & Laura Fairfield; Brenda Schmidt; 
Carly Stramer; Gene & Carolyn DeLorme; Spencer 
& Jade Harwood, son Henry, and baby due any day; 
Roger & Judy Kading; Larry & Patty Lindgren; 
Jared & Alexis Riesen, girls Eden, Lila, & Noelle. 
Please take the time to welcome and get to know 
these people.  

The Immanuel Image is edited by Parish Administrative Assistant, Louise 
M. Tegtmeier. Parish Workers Circle of Immanuel LWML assembles the 
newsletter, usually on the last Thursday of each month. Distribution to 
members & friends is sent monthly via USPS. Subscription changes: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1258 Broadway, Fargo, ND 58102-2637; 701-
293-7979; Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com. Website:www.immanuelfargo.org 

mailto:Immanuel.fargo@gmail.com
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We are 

collecting good 

quality, candid photos of 
church activities from 
the past few years in 
order to complete our 
candid photos section. 
Bring or send these 
photos to the office 
before June 16th, 

please. Directories should be available in late 
summer/ early fall. 

 

May Voters Meeting Election Report 
There are 41 elected officers at Immanuel – your 
fellow members.  There’s a lot to do to “make 
church happen,” and having many people helps 
ease people into office and spread the load.  This 
year, 5 people rotated out of their elected 
positions.  Thank you for your service to outgoing 
officers Erick Esping and Jeremy Rolf (Board of 
Elders), Lisa Esping (Bd of Finance), Chuck Miller 
(Bd of Stewardship), and Andy Wollin (Red River 
Lutheran School Association representative). 
 

Four people were nominated for those 5 openings, 
and 9 people agreed to nomination for the position 
they are currently filling, making for 13 people on 
the ballot.  Those 13 nominees were then elected by 
unanimous ballot.  Incoming officers are Larry 
Bakken and Jeff Sornsin (Bd of Elders), Korey 
Zellers (Bd of Stewardship), and Amanda Dilger 
(RRLSA rep).  Repeating officers (those elected to 
offices in which they are currently serving) are 
Gregg Kosel (Secretary), Karen Maassel 
(Treasurer), Andrew Eggebraaten (Bd of Elders), 
Alice Carr and Tim Preuss (Bd of Education), Ed 
Bean (Endowment Bd), Taylor Baneck (Bd of 
Human Care), Jamie Jacobson (Bd of Outreach), 
and Brent Wilkens (Bd of Trustees).  Thank you for 
your willingness to serve the Lord and our 
congregation. 
 

A nominee was not found for one office on the 
Board of Finance.  If you are interested in 

considering appointment to this 
position, please talk to me, to our 
pastors, or to current members of 
the Board of Finance (Jeff 
Haarstick, Deanna Mayland). 
  Thank you. 

In Christ, Jim Walla 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
Grace Lutheran School 
just completed another 
wonderful year serving 
children’s spiritual and 
academic needs. We 
graduated five 8th grade 
students on May 24th: 
Madeline Bond, Hillary 

Hirsch (Immanuel), Godana Jarso, Emerson 
Mastrud, and Jack Ternes (Beautiful Savior). These 
young men and women are headed to high school 
this fall to shine the Light of Jesus for all.  
Camp Grace, our summer childcare program, is 
directed by newly-hired Mrs. Lydia Westphal. Lydia 
has many years of childcare experience and 
leadership and is a speech paraprofessional at West 
Fargo Public Schools. If you have a chance to meet 
Lydia, please give her a warm Grace Family 
welcome. 
If your group is looking for a summer service 
project, please consider helping Grace Lutheran 
School. Our primary summer needs include 
painting, deep cleaning, and organization. Email 
ahirsch@gracels.com if you are interested in this 
opportunity. 
It is our greatest desire to provide students with a 
Christian and Lutheran education.  Grace Lutheran 
School will grow again this fall. Enrollment is 
already at 103 students with more expected. We 
have room for more. If your family is considering 
Grace, please contact us at 701-232-7747 or email 
principal@gracels.com.  

Amy Hirsch, GLS Office Manager 

 

“Main Street Living” 

Media Ministry – 

June Update 
 

A Christian friend of mine usually adds the words 
“It’s all about Jesus!” along with his signature. I 
am reminded of how very true this is whenever I read 
the words of Colossians 1:16-17: “The Son is the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
For in him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 
been created through him and for him. He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
Please continue to share information about our LCMS 
“Main Street Living” media ministry with others. In 
addition to being broadcast each Sunday morning, 

mailto:ahirsch@gracels.com
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you can view archived programs anytime at 
www.mainstreetliving.com – then click on the link 
under the picture identified as “Fargo.”  
 

Thank you for your much-needed financial support! 
Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 
821-5th Ave S, Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit 
Card or your PayPal account on the website. God’s 
blessing in Christ!     
 

“MSL North” Programs for June 2022: 
 

June 5th:  Lutheran Bible Translators will be 
presenting a special service. “This Is The Life” 
program: “A Will To Live: - A man leaves a large 
portion of his money to the church and hospital then 
has his will contested by relatives. 
 

June 12th:  Rev. Toby Heller, Concordia Lutheran 
Church, Beulah, ND, presents the message: “Christ, 
The Wisdom of God,” based on Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31. 
This Is The Life” program: “Interlude”- A husband 
and wife are having marital issues.  
 

June 19th:  Rev. Nathan Schieber, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Underwood, ND, and Trinity Lutheran 
Church, rural Hazen, ND, presents the message: “The 
Word of God is all you need,” based on Luke 16:19-31. 
“This Is The Life” program: “Man in the Middle” - 
Two Men are left with a “secret” when one tells he 
has terminal cancer. 
 

June 26th:  Rev. Matt Thompson, Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Bismarck, ND, presents the message: “Set 
Free in Christ,” based on Galatians 5:1, 13-25. “This Is 
The Life program: “Return Trip” - The modern day 
story of a prodigal daughter. 

Ken Koehler, MSLN Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Our High School Graduates  
Madeline Croucher 
After graduating this 
spring, Maddie will be 
starting her own 
business in vehicle 
detailing. 
Trevor Dettling 
I will be graduating from 
Fargo South High on 
May 29th. Throughout 
my time at that school, I 
have developed a love 
for working on cars 

which led me to choose a career in that field. I will be 
traveling just outside of Chicago to attend Universal 
Technical Institute for their Lexus/Toyota program. I 
am hoping to do well enough to be selected out of that 

program by Mercedes instead. One day would like to 
teach automotive or own my own shop. 
Katja Engebretson 
Katja will be continuing to build her royal icing sugar 
cookie bakery and pursuing a career as a 911 operator. 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccfb7f8088f9b453b5a4408da1da17637%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637854876553645451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OY6rocswsID%2B0FfVFeRhvXTsV7PmGC0Ii8ZOKQaLhKw%3D&reserved=0
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Emily Gress 
Emily is graduating from Fargo North High School. 
She is attending Ridgewater College in Hutchinson, 
MN for photography and design. 
Leenae Gunnerson 
Leenae graduates from Fargo South High School. She 
is planning to attend welding school in Fargo. 
Gretchen Krout 
I will be graduating with Honors from North High 
School, and next year I will be attending Minnesota 
State University Moorhead to double major in both 
Education and Mechanical Physics with a minor in 
Astrophysics!  
Grace Sather 
This next year I have plans to continue dancing and to 
start teaching dance as well. I will be stepping into a 
part-time teaching position at my dance studio and 
will still be taking some classes. I will also be 
participating in local shows and productions this next 
year to further my career in dance. 
Isaiah Soori 
I will graduate from Fargo North High School. I will 
go to Concordia Moorhead to study finance. 
Hayleigh Wiedeman 
Hayleigh will be graduating this spring and plans to 
attend NDSU next year for agricultural education. 
 

Are you ready?...Registered?...Focusing on Jesus?  
The North Dakota District LWML Convention 
is less than a month away! And you don’t even have to 
pack your bags and travel far to be a part of it – it is 
happening right here in Fargo, June 24th-26th! The 
theme for this year’s convention is “Cross-Eyed: 
Focused on Jesus.” We have a wonderful group of 
presenters on the program: Bible study led by Rev. 
Dave Suelzle our Senior Pastoral Counselor, Jan 
Struck our Keynote Speaker, Rev. Robert Roegner of 
Apple of His Eye Mission Society as Mission speaker, 
and song leader Wendysue Fluegge.  
Quoting from our District President, LaurieAnn 
Totenhagen’s message in the Spring Messenger: ‘As 
Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim 
Christ (but first we need to hear the Word of God 
through our Pastor’s preaching and Bible Study), 
support missions (our Mites enable us to support care 
of God’s people and service to those in need), and 
equip women to honor God by serving others.’ 
Registration forms for the Convention 
(lavender colored) are on our LWML table (the 

purple table) in the Welcome Hall, right next to the 
doors to the Celebration Center. More information 
and schedule of convention events can be found in the 
Spring Messenger newsletter at the table – take a 
copy from the holder!  Deadline for registration is 
June 1st. If you have any questions, please contact 
me – Patty Walla – Louise Tegtmeier, or ask other 
women within the church and someone will have the 
answers!  AND, we are still in need of registration 
helpers, our Unit’s responsibility. A sign-up sheet is 
on the LWML table, with times broken down in 2-3-
hour shifts. 
I hope you will prayerfully consider attending this 
convention, especially since it is so conveniently 
located for all of us. You won’t be disappointed, so 
come, get ‘Cross-Eyed’! 
Other news: 
Thirty-seven (37) LWML members from our Zone, 
including 6 from Immanuel, attended the Eastern 
Zone Spring Event in Hillsboro on April 30th. Paul 
Olson from the ND School for the Blind in Grand 
Forks shared with us some of the history of the school 
and their work and focus now. They serve over 350 
children throughout the state, as well as 250 adults. 
Much of their work is teaching social and life skills, 
helping students adapt int their own communities and 
schools. They also provide ‘talking books’ (on tape), 
through the State Library, for visually impaired or 
mobility impaired. It was a very interesting 
presentation. A Bible study ‘Seen, Yet Unseen’ was led 
by Pastor Kramp, our Zone Counselor. 
 

Thank you to those that provided treats for Mighty 
Mites Sunday on May 1st, and to those who helped 
serve. Also, a thank you to those who helped with 
serving refreshments following Grace Lutheran 
School Graduation on May 24th. Hillary Hirsch from 
Immanuel graduated from 8th grade. 
We have a busy and exciting month ahead as we look 
toward Convention time! Please pray for those in 
preparation, for those attending, and for those unable 
to attend, that we can share the messages we hear 
with them! Let’s all keep our eyes FOCUSED ON 

JESUS!  Patty Walla, LWML President 

 

Summer Vacation Plans? Gone on Sundays?  
Go to lcms.org in order to find LCMS churches (and 
their worship times) wherever you go this summer. 
The upper-right corner has a tab called “Locators” 

which is so easy to use (really!😊). Also, Grace and 
Beautiful Savior in south Fargo, and St. Andrew in 
West Fargo have services at 7 pm. Our Redeemer in 
Moorhead has a service Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. 
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Officer Installation 
All Officers and Board members (whether newly 
elected or continuing their terms) should come 
forward at the appropriate time during services on 
Sunday, June 5th. Installation will take place 
both services. 

Officer Retreat Scheduled 
The Immanuel Officer Retreat will be at 6:30 
pm on Wed., June 8th. All officers and Board 
members (new and experienced) are encouraged 
to attend. There will be time to determine the 
chairman of each Board. Plan now to attend. 
 

Thank you, teachers and other helpers for 
making this health-crisis year a little smoother 
for our Sunday-School-age children. 
Sammi Hintz, Nursery 
Mary K. Swanson, Pre-K 
Sara McNett, Kind. & 1st Grade 
Brenda Preuss, 2nd Grade 
Mariah Moltzan & Amanda Dilger, 3rd Gr. 
Val Severson, 4th & 5th Grades 
Sue Schulz, 6th Grade 
Samantha Albrecht, 7th & 8th Grades 
Lisa Esping, SS Secretary 
Melissa Gornowicz, SS Superintendent 
DCE Susie Danner, SS Opening 
Travis Woyen, homeschool SS child 
Amy Hirsch, [weekday] Acts 4 Program Coord. 
 

Many thanks also to Bible Class Leaders: 
Ed Bean, Men’s Tuesday BC; Pam Sommer, 
“Rachel” BC; Clarice Michel, “Joanna” BC; 
Sue Schulz, “Hannah” BC; DCE Susie, HS 
Youth Group (Weekday & Sun), SS Teachers; 
Pastor Schulz, Sunday Adult & LSF @ NDSU; 
Pastor Worral, Confirmands & Parents; Sun 
Adult 
 

Family Serving Groups 
Ed Bean, FSG Coordinator, has announced the June 
group will be Jen (Jenkins-Larson); the July group 
will be Lea (Leach-McNett); the August group will be 
Mea (Menze-Podoll); and the September group will 
be Pre (Preuss-Severson). Thank you for answering 
‘yes’ when asked to volunteer. 
 

 

 
 

To request prayers for the PRAYER CHAIN, 
contact one of the coordinators: Clarice Michel 
(Claricemichel39@gmail.com; 701-237-9759) or 

Sandi Gardner-Leikas (701-237-9661; 
srendrag@gmail.com). You may also wish to join 
the prayer chain. Contact Clarice or Sandi to 
volunteer. Note: Prayer Chain items do NOT go on 
the Prayer Page of the Immanuel News unless 
directed to do so.  

 
2Jun – Trudy Anderson; 
Joanne Kaeding; Tyler Scott 
3Jun – Debby Bickle 
5Jun – Sarah Swenson; Kari 
Lugo; Emily Gress 
6Jun – Ray Albrecht 
7Jun – Vas Soori 
8Jun – Millie Rebsom (81); 
James Zinke 
9Jun – Lorinda Semanko; Rebekah Collins 
10Jun – Sophie Semanko 
11Jun – Mckinley Esping 
13Jun – Lisa Patterson 
14Jun – Derek Diers; George Kruger 
15Jun – Marlene Ochsner 

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

4-30-2022 

 BUDGET 2022 2021 

* RECEIPTS *     
REGULAR ENVELOPES $550,000.00  $181,210.11  $197,218.91  

PLATE OFFERINGS $10,000.00  $3,553.50  $993.50  

SPEC. SERVICES & MISC. $20,000.00  $10,607.62  $7,463.00  

ASSETS RELEASED $69,000.00  $6,200.00  $0.00  

*TOTAL RECEIPTS*  $649,000.00  $201,571.23  $205,675.41      
* EXPENSES *     
MISSIONS $116,000.00  $39,011.93  $41,040.66  

ELDERS $28,500.00  $10,975.22  $11,336.72  

EVANGELISM $3,750.00  $750.00  $1,287.50  

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE $3,450.00  $746.08  $1,319.97  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $43,950.00  $20,048.91  $14,915.92  

TRUSTEES $125,000.00  $37,631.43  $26,598.09  

ADMINISTRATION $283,370.00  $92,650.18  $93,519.30  

HUMAN CARE $2,250.00  $0.00  $0.00  

CAMPUS MINISTRY $72,830.00  $23,989.70  $23,844.39  

ENDOWMENT $2,000.00  $0.00  $0.00  

*TOTAL EXPENSES* $681,100.00  $225,803.45  $213,862.55  

HOME PURPOSES 
PLUS (MINUS) ($32,100.00) ($24,232.22) ($8,187.14) 

*YEAR-TO-DATE REC’D*   
BOTW-BLDG. MAINT. FUND $7,221.03  $6,004.14  

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS $4,334.00  $7,381.00  

mailto:michel39@gmail.com
mailto:srendrag@gmail.comnet


 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel Image, June 2022 page 7 
 
 

16Jun – Katelyn Ressler 
17Jun – Carolyn Bean; Judy Rossman 
18Jun – Nichole Klemz; Tanner Lee 
19Jun – Shawn Smith; Noelle Riesen (3) 
21Jun – Courtney Emerson; Scott Gunnerson; Evan 
Woyen 
22Jun – Marla Schatzke 
23Jun – Jane Moltzan 
24Jun – Aryn Dilger; Silas Halstenson (5); Misty 
Good 
25Jun – Sandi Gardner-Leikas; Bernett Rotzien; 
Beckett Klemz (4) 
26Jun- Chad Moen; Shea Tollefson 
27Jun – Shara Diers 
29 Jun – Laura Freitag; Brit Stevens 
30Jun – Leenae Gunnerson; Oliver Wendlick (6) 
 

1Jun – Caleb & [Hannah] Worral 
(3rd); [Todd] & Lisa Vasichek (6th) 
2Jun – Jerry & Dila Bierdeman 
(59th) 
5Jun – [Len] & Sandi Leikas (29th); 
Stan & Jill Schroeder (18th) 
6Jun – Mike & Laura Nikolich (7th) 

7Jun – Jay & ReNae Schaefer (25th) 
8Jun- Terry & Dolly Meyer (59th) 
9Jun – Wayne & Elaine Hankel (59th) 
11Jun – Paul & Jenny DeBoer (22nd); Layne & Jenni 
Jenkins (4th) 
16Jun – Jim & Bernett Rotzien (32nd) 
17Jun – Angela & [Ryan] Haring (16th) 
18Jun – Gretchen & [Adam] Amundson (6th); 
[Johnny] & Carly (Stramer) Erdmann (wedding day) 
19Jun – Dorothy & [Michael] Bartz (7th) 
21Jun – Ray & Kerri Albrecht (36th); Bruce & Val 
Severson (47th) 
24Jun – Joe & Sherry Maly (44th) 
25Jun – Duane & Gayle Langeberg (62nd) 
27Jun – [Jeff] & Tiffaney Wiedeman (19th) 
28Jun – Clint & Pat Podoll (48th); Bernie & Carolyn 
Worral (36th) 
29Jun – Evan & Carol Hass (54th); Les & Patty 
Ressler (26th) 
30Jun – Jay & Pam Beam (21st) 
 

C3 Ministry: 

Bridging the Divide between Christ, Culture, 

and the Church 
Immanuel will be offering a new ministry 
opportunity to come and learn what God says and 
the church teaches about those tough topics that 
are all around us in our everyday life. This ministry 

is designed for families to attend together as well as 
individuals who are interested in learning more 
about these topics. We want to help start these 
tough conversations together at church, in a safe 
place, so that these conversations can more easily 
continue in the home. 

Session 1: Prayer 
Date: Wednesday, July 20th 

Time: 6-8 PM 
A meal will be served starting at 6:00 PM and we 
will begin our conversation on the topic at 6:30 PM. 
Conversation will be led by 
DCE Susie Danner, the pastors, 
and Clarice Michel. Childcare 
will be provided for children 
too young to sit still but we 
encourage families of all ages 
to attend together. Join us as 
we dive into God’s Word to 
discuss prayer and how to pray 
with and for one another in your family. A sign up 
will be available in the Sign-up Center this summer. 

 

Acts 4 
Acts 4 is 4! Please join us this 
fall on Wednesdays from 7-8 pm 
for the 4th year of Acts 4!! This 
year’s theme is “H2Oh!! God 
Keeps His Promises.” As you 

might guess, each lesson is a Biblical story involving 
water and a promise, plus crafts and games. All 
children aged 4 to 5th grade are welcome. Acts 4 runs 
concurrently with confirmation classes and the 
Hannah Bible study. Please contact Amy Hirsch with 
questions at amyhirsch1979@gmail.com. 
 

DCE Susie’s Maternity Leave Update 
This school year is wrapping up and this summer is 
just beginning! As I prepare for the fun summer 
ahead, I also am looking for some volunteers to 
help cover my ministry responsibilities when I am 
out on maternity leave come August. 
I will be working until the baby comes (due Aug 
6th), and then will take maternity leave for twelve 
weeks. I will need many volunteers to step in to 
cover my ministry responsibilities.  
 

Below is a list of the activities and responsibilities 
that I will need covered while I am away. 

• 7th Grade Confirmation:  

• Children’s Christmas Service Committee: 
Sue Schulz, Brenda Preuss, Melissa Gornowicz 

mailto:amyhirsch1979@gmail.com
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• Children’s Messages: Pastors Schulz & Worral 

• District Middle School Gathering:  

• Fall Festival and Trunk-or-Treat: Bd of Ed 

• Jr. High-Jinx:  

• Summer Sunday School:  

• Sunday HS Bible Study: Samantha Albrecht 

• Sunday School Opening: Melissa Gornowicz 

• SS Teacher’s Meetings: PastorsWorral&Schulz 
 

Many have already been filled and I am in need of 
just a few more spots. If you are interested in any of 
these areas or want to know more about what they 
are and what you would be doing, please contact me 

and I would love to chat! DCE Susie Danner 

 

From the DBGR Newsletter  
Dear Friend, 
We do a whole lot 
of training at 
Dakota Boys and 
Girls Ranch. Each 
of us goes through days of standard and specific 
training every year. The training ranges from basic 
first aid and defensive driving to organizational 
communications and understanding complicated 
psychiatric diagnoses in children. 
Recently, Kris Ryan, Director of Culture and Quality, 
and Tim Gienger, Clinical Director, collaborated to 
present “Residential Services Documentation 
Training.” I know. It sounds like a challenging way to 
spend a couple of hours. Necessary, important, critical 

to good care? YES! Stimulating?… not by the sounds 
of it. 
But what if we pulled back the curtain to see what 
they actually said? That’s when we begin to see the 
heart of the Ranch. First, we hear how important it is 
to document the positive and to recognize our 
children's strengths. We hear what words are 
appropriate to describe behaviors… 
And then we hear Tim explain the real reason we do 
this training, “We have kids who are completely 
devoid of hope. Reality has asked them to pack up 
their entire world in a bag, move to the Ranch, trust 
us, and follow our rules. We can’t even imagine what 
they’ve been through, but what we do know is that we 
have the opportunity to give them hope. None of us 
alone can carry the mission. We’re here to help each 
other and be open to receiving help to make it happen. 
Trauma-informed care starts with being nice, being 
curious, listening, and giving kids the benefit of the 
doubt.” 
That’s different from what the rest of the world thinks 
of when they see these kids. The folks who work at 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch meet each precious 
child where they are at. They see the children first, 
then their behaviors. 
These Ranchers, with your support and prayers, work 
each day to be fully present to each and every child. 
And we love them in Christ’s name. 
I am really grateful to work with folks 
like Kris and Tim. 
In His love, Joy Ryan, President/CEO 

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 

Landstuhl, Germany 
April 27, 2022  
Dear friends, 
The end of February was spent 
mostly relaxing and getting used 
to the new addition to our 
family, our little Agatha. Emma 
stayed at home as much as 
possible recuperating. I moved my desk upstairs to 
our bedroom to spend more time with the girls. I will 
never forget our cozy arrangements! 
A highlight since last writing was re-instituting our 
regular Winkel (that’s what it’s called when Missouri 
Synod pastors come together for a meeting). At the 
end of March, Pastor Schuschke from Trinity 
Frankfurt joined me and Chaplain Ayers in 
Kaiserslautern for a day of study and mutual 
conversation and consolation of the brethren. Just 

  
 
From (date) Honor/MEMORY 

Donna Clark (5-2) MARGE DEMRO 
Terry/Dolly Meyer JIM WOLSLEGEL 

Roselyn Speidel (5-9) MARGE DEMRO 
Jim/Patty Walla JERRY MAIER 

Bonnie Kuehn (5-16) MARGE DEMRO 

Vi Aasland 
DOROTHY KALER; 

 DALE KOENIG 
Jim/Patty Walla DALE KOENIG 

Curt/Pam Sommer DALE KOENIG 
Steve/Janet Asche PEARL BACKSTROM 

Clint/Pat Podoll 
DALE KOENIG; 
JERRY MAIER 

Delores Berndt (5-22) DALE KOENIG 
Donna Miller DALE KOENIG 

Sandi Gardner- Leikas DALE KOENIG 
Sandi Gardner-Leikas MARGE DEMRO 

Nyla Nolte BILL & GINA NOLTE 
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yesterday we drove up to Frankfurt for our April 
Winkel. As is often the usual way at Winkels, we study 
a portion of the Lutheran Confessions (currently the 
Smalcald Articles) and discuss an upcoming text we 
will preach on. I am sure you have been following the 
news about the war in Ukraine, and perhaps you have 
heard about all the women and children seeking 
refuge in other European countries. Towards the end 
of March, I was contacted by a friend of a Ukrainian 
woman who is married to a Wisconsin Synod pastor. 
The pastor met his wife while teaching at a Lutheran 
seminary in Ukraine. This pastor’s wife flew to Poland 
to pick up her elderly mother at the Ukrainian border. 
The mother is 83 years old and in a wheelchair. Her 
caretakers abandoned her, so the daughter came to 
rescue her mother. They were looking for housing in 
the Frankfurt area as they try to navigate the visa 
process for the mother to move permanently to the 
United States. We lined up a room for them at the 
seminary in Oberursel. Please join us in praying for 
this pastor’s wife and her mother, particularly that the 
visa application process will go quickly! Please 
continue praying for our family and our congregation 
as well. Pray especially for all those affected by the 
situation in Ukraine. We appreciate everything you do 
for us and our work among U.S. military personnel 
and others in Germany.  Jesus be with you, 

 

Heidi completes the Easter banners! Thanks be 
to God the second set of banners were completed for 
Easter Sunday. They boldly proclaim the joyous 
Easter acclamation, “CHRIST IS RISEN. ALLELUIA”. 

These banners help to transform the secular space 
into a sacred space every Sunday. Palm Sunday 
Celebrations  
On Palm Sunday, everybody was able to come forward 
during the first hymn to place a palm frond into a vase 
at the altar. Hosanna!  
Reconnections in Santiago  

During the week after Easter we went to Santiago, 
Dominican Republic, to reconnect with the mission 
team after a year in the field. We were also able to 
meet our Spanish teacher in person for the first time! 
Meeting Demetrio and Nuria A real treat for us was to 
meet Demetrio and Nuria from Panama. Demetrio is a 
student at the seminary in the DR and they have 
agreed to help us practice our Spanish with them. We 
look forward to the Zoom meetings we will have with 
them once or twice a month!  
Soli Deo Gloria! Your Partners in mission, Gerald 
& Heidi Paul 

 
Sharing Christ's love 
and raising up church workers 
Pastor Phil conducted his first Divine Service in 
Spanish (with everything but the sermon!) at the end 
of April at Iglesia Luterana Cordero de Dios (Lamb of 
God Lutheran Church) in Licey al Medio (Santiago), 
and he has had additional opportunities since then to 
give God's gifts to God's people. During a recent 
intensive class with Dominican deaconess students, 
he provided a devotion as well as private confession 
and absolution for the ladies who chose to participate. 
Most Lutherans here have never taken advantage of 
this marvelous gift, in which we have the opportunity 
to hear the pastor declare God's forgiveness directly 
and personally to us.  
One woman told Pastor Phil after, "I feel like I lost 
all this weight from my shoulders," 
and another said, "So that's it? My sins are 
forgiven, they stay here?" He had the joyful 
opportunity to tell her, "Yes, that's it. They don't 
leave this room. God has taken them away!" 
"Amen! Thanks be to God for this, Pastor!" she 
said. What a gift for him to be the Lord's servant to 
these dear sisters in Christ. 
Deaconess Rachel was invited to write a portion of the 
course and to teach part of the class that same 
weekend on the topic of diaconal care and 
professional ethics. Women from Santo Domingo as 
well as all the churches around Santiago 
dedicated time to study God's Word and related 
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practical ministry topics together at Concordia the 
Reformer Lutheran Seminary here in Palmar Arriba, 
Santiago.  
 

Cristo ha resucitado! Christ is risen!  
It was wonderful to participate in Holy Week and 
Easter at the congregations here in Santiago. 
Missionary kids and members provided special music 
for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, as we 
remembered Jesus' death that repaired our 
relationship with the Father. Easter Sunday was a day 
of great celebration, and at church in Licey, several 
families who don't often attend services came to hear 
God's Word proclaimed. We praise the Lord that His 
Holy Spirit promises to work through His Word to 
create and strengthen the faith of the Christians who 
gathered, and we pray that these families would 
return soon. 
We have now been blessed to visit all 5 congregations 
here in the Dominican Republic. What a gift to be 
received so warmly and to receive the Lord's gifts of 
Word and Sacrament alongside the brothers and 
sisters in the faith here! The Christian life is counter-
cultural for all of us, but here in Latin America, being 
Lutheran very much goes against the norm. Praise 
God for these faithful Christians who are active in 
their churches and want their countrymen to also 
know the freedom of the Gospel and that we are saved 
by faith not by works! 
 

 
← Palm Sunday 
processional around 
Pueblo Nuevo with 
members singing 
hymns. 
 
 

 

4x4  
The Board of Outreach at Immanuel is planning a 

new “in-reach and outreach” initiative for this 
coming September.  “4 x 4” is a fellowship idea 
designed to create an evening (or afternoon) of 

interaction and fun among members of a 
congregation who might otherwise never have an 

opportunity to get to know each other.  It can also 
be used to introduce non-members or inactive 

members to the fellowship life of the 
congregation.  Here is how it works: 

 

A. Couples, individuals, or families sign up to 
participate in “4 x4".  There will be a sign-up sheet 

at the Sign-Up Center this coming August, so be 
watching for it.  We will also have several notices in 

the Immanuel News and the Immanuel Image 
throughout the summer.  Please keep in mind that 

4x4 is open to ALL families, couples, or individuals 
at Immanuel, so please be sure to sign up. 

 

B. The Board of Outreach will take the names of 
those who signed-up, place them in a hat, and 

draws out THREE names at random.  Each set of 
three names will form a “4x4” group.  The Board of 

Outreach will then contact each 4x4 group (or 
publish the whole list) to let each couple, family, or 

individual know who is in their 4x4 group. 
 

C. During the months of September, October, and 
November, these 4x4 groups will meet in the 

following rotation: 
FAMILY #1: Serves as host, provides a short 

devotion before supper, and a “discussion starter” 
during the meal (“How did the two of you 

meet?  Where did you go on your honeymoon?  If 
money were no object, where would you like to 

travel?, etc.) You get the picture.    
FAMILY #2: Supplies the main dish (usually a 

hotdish or something that doesn’t require a large 
amount of preparation).  Or, if you want to get 

fancy...get fancy! 
FAMILY #3: Supplies the dessert and an activity for 

the evening (either cards, a board game, or some 
other activity.  

 

D. Family #1 also has the option to invite a friend or 
neighbor who is not a member of Immanuel (or 
who is a member that isn’t very active).  This 4th 

couple, family, or individual doesn’t bring 
anything.  They are special guests of the group, thus 

making up the “4th” in the 4x4. 
   

E. The host couple or family (Family #1) decides 
which day or evening to host, and they contact the 

other three couples to extend the invitation, and to 
make the necessary arrangements.  

 

F. The 4x4 group meets once a month for three 
months – September-November – each family 

taking their turn as host house, meal provider, and 
dessert bringer.  

 

G. During the month of December, the process 
begins all over again and we will have another sign-

up sheet at the Sign-Up Center for the months of 
January, February, and March.  Therefore, from 
September to March, a family will have had the 

opportunity to meet and get to know six (6) other 
couples or families in the congregation and beyond.  
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