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“Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” 
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

April 1, 2018 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church       Fargo, North Dakota 

 
Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead is the single greatest event in 
all history.  It is the turning point of history and the birthplace of all 
hope, peace, and true joy.  What a day to celebrate!  Christ lives!  
And because He lives, we too shall live a forgiven, abundant, and 
eternal life.  We celebrate a variety of victories in our lives, but 
Christ's victory is certainly the greatest!  Heaven is ours, through 
Christ.  Hope is ours, through Christ!  Let the victory celebration 
begin and never end! 
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Holy Communion is being celebrated in this service. In this Sacrament, Jesus gives 
us His own body and blood in and with the bread and wine. He delivers to us the 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation that He won for us on the cross.  Public 
expression is also made of our oneness in doctrine and practice. Out of respect for our 
church’s confession and out of respect for responsible pastoral care, our congregation 
observes the historic practice of close communion.  Welcome to commune with us today 
are all communicant members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod.  We joyfully 
stand ready to assist any others who wish to prepare to commune with us. 
 

+ The Lord Gathers His People into His Presence + 
 

Prelude 
 
(Please rise) 
P:  People of God—Friday was not the end of God's story!  Our God is a God of the 

living!  Jesus Christ has risen to save you!  He has risen to give you life!  People of 
God---look!  The tomb is empty!  He is risen! 

C: The tomb is empty!  Alleluia! 
P: Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

(The congregation turns to face the processional cross, 
turning to face the altar as the cross passes) 

 
Processional Hymn  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”    LSB 457 

(The Alleluia banner is unfurled as we celebrate the Resurrection) 
 

+ The Lord Comes to His People in the Power of His Name + 
 
The Easter Proclamation 

P: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: The Lord has risen from the dead! Alleluia! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P: The stone has been rolled away! Alleluia! 
C: The Crucified One is risen, never to die again! Alleluia! 
P: Death, be not proud. Death, you shall die! 
C: For Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
P: He has destroyed the shroud that enfolds all peoples! 
C: He has swallowed up the sheet that covers all nations! 
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P: He wipes away the tears from our faces. 
C: He removes the disgrace of His people. 
P: Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Responsory Hymn              Tune: LSB 457 
  

Holy Spirit, work today, Alleluia!  On this holy Easter Day. Alleluia! 
 Through the power of God's Word, Alleluia!   

Change us all, transform this world. Alleluia! 
 

+ The Lord Forgives Our Sins + 
 
P: The transformation of our lives and God's world begins with the acknowledgment 

that Jesus is Lord over sin, death, and the devil.  Whenever we come to Him, 
confessing our sins, seeking His gracious forgiveness–we know that He hears....and 
He forgives. 

 

(A moment of silence for personal reflection on God’s Word) 
 

P: O Almighty God... 
C: I confess that I am a sinner in thought word and deed. I not only commit 

sin; I am a sinner in substance. Through disobedience to You I have 
brought shame and death down upon myself. With sin, I have injured 
others in ways known and intended, and in ways unknown and 
unintended. I have mocked You with doubts about Your resurrection. 
With a silent mouth, I have shrunk from confessing Your death and 
resurrection. Forgive me, O Lord. Forgive me for what I have done and 
for what I have failed to do. Forgive me for what I am and for what I have 
failed to become. Forgive me for the sake of Him who died and rose for 
me, Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen.  

 
P: God is faithful and He is just. He has been merciful to us and has sent His only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. He listens to our confessions. He forgives our sin 
and He cleanses us from all unrighteousness. He has died your death, and risen 
victorious over your death. With forgiveness, He gives you His resurrection. 
Therefore, as a called servant of the Risen Christ and by His authority alone, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen!  We have been forgiven!  We have been restored to new life in 
Christ!  Alleluia! 
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Hymn of Praise  “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”       LSB 480, vv 4&5 
 

O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 

(Please be seated) 
 

+ The Lord Speaks to Us in His Holy Word + 
 
Old Testament Reading            Isaiah 25:6-9  
 

E:  The Old Testament Reading for the Resurrection of Our Lord is from Isaiah, chapter 
 twenty-five. 
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will 
swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. 
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken. 
It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 
might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.” 
 

E: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Special Music  “Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed,” arr. By James Koerts 

 

How can it be, the One who died, Has born our sin through sacrifice 
To conquer every sting of death? Sing, sing hallelujah. 
 

For joy awakes as dawning light When Christ’s disciples lift their eyes. 
Alive He stands, their Friend and King; Christ, Christ He is risen. 
 

Chorus: Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Oh, sing hallelujah. 
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed; Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 

 

Where doubt and darkness once had been, They saw Him and their hearts believed. 
But blessed are those who have not seen, Yet, sing hallelujah. Chorus 
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The power that raised Him from the grave Now works in us to powerfully save. 
He frees our hearts to live His grace; Go tell of His goodness. Chorus 
 

He is risen! He’s alive! He’s alive! Heaven’s gates are opened wide! 
He’s alive! He’s alive! Now in heaven glorified! Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 
 

Epistle Reading             1 Corinthians 15:12-22 
 

E:  The Epistle Reading is from First Corinthians, chapter fifteen. 
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
 

E: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise as we sing) 
Gradual Hymn  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”      LSB 461, v 1 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

 
Holy Gospel Responsory             John 20:1-18 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
P: When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body.  Very early on the 
first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they 
asked each other, 

Women: "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" 
P: But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 

rolled away.  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe 
sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

MEN: DON'T BE ALARMED.  YOU ARE LOOKING FOR JESUS THE NAZARENE, WHO 

WAS CRUCIFIED.  HE HAS RISEN!  HE IS NOT HERE.  SEE THE PLACE 
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WHERE THEY LAID HIM.  BUT GO, TELL HIS DISCIPLES AND PETER, 'HE IS 

GOING AHEAD OF YOU INTO GALILEE.  THERE YOU WILL SEE HIM, JUST AS 

HE TOLD YOU.'" 
P: Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb.  They said 

nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. This is the Easter Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

MEN:  LET US NOT BE AFRAID.  LET US LIVE AS GOD’S EASTER PEOPLE. 
ALL:  Let us tell everyone that Jesus is alive! 
(Please be seated) 
 
Hymn of the Day “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”  LSB 467, vv 1-4 
 
Sermon  “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”        1 Corinthians 15:12-22 
 
Nicene Creed             [LSB inside back cover] 
 

+ The Lord Hears Our Prayers + 
 

After each petition: P:  Lord, in Your mercy, 
      C: Hear our prayer.  
 
The Risen Lord Receives Our Tithes and Offerings   

(Please sign and pass the red book found at the center end of each pew.) 
 
(Please rise as we sing) 
Offertory Hymn  “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”   (LSB 467, vv 6&7) 
 

Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; 
He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. 
 

He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there My cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared; 
Who there with Me has died Shall here be glorified.” 

 
+ The Lord Delivers His Gifts to Us in His Holy Supper + 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: The Lord continues to come to us boldly and lovingly through His true body and 
blood–in and with the bread and wine in this Holy Meal.  Jesus is the host.  He is the 
gift.  It is His meal–the Lord's Supper.  He gives us His gifts of forgiveness, life, and 
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salvation.  He strengthens our faith and joins us together as one body, confessing our 
common faith. 

C: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  
Amen. 

 
Sanctus                 (Tune: LSB 463) 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, Alleluia!    
Heaven and earth now praise Your name, Alleluia! 
Blessed is He who comes to us, Alleluia!    
Sing hosanna, Heaven and earth, Alleluia! 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Words of Jesus as He Instituted His Holy Supper 
 
The Hymn of Preparation           (Tune: LSB 461) 
 

In this His holy meal Christ lives. Forgiveness, strength, new life He gives. 
Once crucified with Him we're free, Raised to new lives of victory! 
 
(Please be seated) 
Hymns During the Distribution 
   

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”             LSB  474  
“I am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives”         LSB 468 
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”        LSB 465 
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”          LSB 461 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving            (Tune: LSB 461) 

 

Raised to new lives of victory, Through Jesus' blood He shed for me,  
Eternal thanks and praise I'll give, Because Christ lives, I, too, shall live! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  

P: We praise You for Your presence among us, risen Lord!  We thank You for the gift of 
life we receive in Your glorious resurrection.   

C: We ask that we who have been fed by Your body and blood may serve You 
in word and deed; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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+ The Lord Places His Blessing Upon His People + 
 

P: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 
everything good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.     (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

C: Amen. 
P: The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, 

and remain with you, now and forever. 
C: Alleluia!  Amen!  The Lord is faithful and He will do it. 
 

Easter Proclamation 
 

P: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
C: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

(Please remain standing for the singing of the Recessional Hymn.) 
Recessional Hymn “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”     LSB 464 

(The Cross is carried through the sanctuary in joyful celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection.) 

 

 

 

 


