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 “You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me” 

Midweek Lenten Worship One – The Ten Commandments 

February 14, 2018 (Ash Wednesday) 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church    Fargo, North Dakota 
 

+ The Lord Gathers His Guests to Meet Him in Worship + 
 
Ash Wednesday begins our forty-day journey through Lent. During this season of reflection and 
repentance, we will take a closer look at the Ten Commandments our Lord has given to us. Not 
only do these commands of our Father guide our behavior, but, most importantly, they remind us 
of our deep need for the redemption that Jesus, has come to bring us by His death and resurrection.  
How great is our need for God’s forgiveness! Even more so, how great is our Savior who washes us 
clean with His own precious blood! 
 

Holy Communion is being celebrated in this service. In this Sacrament, Jesus gives us His own body 
and blood in and with the bread and wine. He delivers to us the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation that He won for us on the cross.  Public expression is also made of our oneness in doctrine 
and practice. Out of respect for our church’s confession and out of respect for responsible pastoral 
care, our congregation observes the historic practice of close communion.  Welcome to commune 
with us today are all communicant members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod.  We joyfully 
stand ready to assist any others who wish to prepare to commune with us.  
 
Opening Hymn “The Law of God Is Good and Wise”  LSB 579 
 

+ The Lord Comes to His People in the Power of His Name + 
 

(Please rise) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
C: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
P: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
C: and cleanse me from my sin! 
P: For I know my transgressions, 
C: and my sin is ever before me. 
P: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C: and renew a right spirit within me. 
P: Cast me not away from Your presence, 
C: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
C: and uphold me with a willing spirit.  (Psalm 51) 
 

+ The Lord Forgives Our Sins + 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

(Candle on Lenten Cross is extinguished.) 
 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
command and authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  Thanks be to God for His forgiveness and love! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive 
the sins of all who repent and trust in You. Create in us new and contrite hearts, 
that lamenting our covetous thoughts and acknowledging our hurtful actions we 
may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 
+The Lord Speaks to Us in His Holy Word + 

 

Old Testament Reading      Exodus 20:1-6 
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation 
of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 
 

E:  This is the Word of the Lord.       
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading       Colossians 3:1-10 
 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these 
you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  
 

E:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse for Lent        (LSB 157) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

(Please rise) 
The Holy Gospel       Matthew 6:19-24 
P:    The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 
you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn  “These Are the Holy Ten Commands”           (LSB 581; vv 1,2,11,12) 

1. These are the holy Ten Commands 
God gave to us by Moses’ hands 
When high on Sinai’s mount He stood, 
Receiving them for our good. 

 Have mercy, Lord! 
 

2. “I am alone your God, the Lord; 
No other gods shall be adored. 
But you shall fully trust in Me  
And love Me wholeheartedly.” 

 Have mercy, Lord! 
 

11. You have this Law to see therein 
That you have not been free from sin 
But also that you clearly see 
How pure toward God life should be. 
 Have mercy, Lord! 
 

12. Our works cannot salvation gain; 
They merit only endless pain. 
Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee, 
Who pleads for us endlessly. 

  Have mercy, Lord!

©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License.NET.no 100012211.  
©1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License. NET. No. 1000012211.  

Public domain. 
 

Recitation from the Small Catechism 

P: What is the First Commandment? 
C: You shall have no other gods before Me. 
 

P: What does this mean? 
C: We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
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Sermon “You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me”   

 

Creed  Nicene Creed     (LSB inside back cover) 
 

+ The Lord Hears Our Prayers + 
 

P: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 
 wickedness and live. 
C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

P: We implore You to have compassion upon us in the frailty of our mortal nature, 
 looking with kindness upon all who suffer, in body, mind, or spirit. 
C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

P: We acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

P: In repentance, mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You 
 have freely given. 
C: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

P: We ask for this grace through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
The Lord Receives Our Tithes and Offerings 

(Please sign and pass the red book found at the center end of each pew.) 
 

 
+ The Lord Delivers His Gifts to Us in His Holy Supper + 

 
(Please rise) 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Preparation 
 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to perfectly obey Your 
commands and to completely atone for our sin. With repentant joy, we receive the 
salvation He accomplished once and for all by His sacrifice on the cross.  Gathered 
in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we ask You, O Lord, to wash away the 
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ashes of our sin and cleanse us as Your people. Grant us faithfully to receive our 
Savior through His body and blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!  We joyfully receive the gifts that You bring. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Words of our Lord as He Instituted His Holy Supper 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
Hymns During Distribution 
 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”    LSB 619 
 “Your Table I Approach”      LSB 628  
 “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”   LSB 631 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P: O Jesus, Lamb of God, we thank You for refreshing us yet again through Your Word 
 and Sacrament. Strengthen our confidence in You that, knowing You alone died for 
 us, we may go forth to live in and through You alone; for You live and reign with the 
 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

+ The Lord Places His Blessing Upon His People + 
 
P: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
C: and renew a right spirit within me. 
P: Cast me not away from Your presence, 
C: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
C: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon each of you with His favor and give you His 
peace.           (Numbers 6:24–26) 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “Not All the Blood of Beasts”  LSB 431 


