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“Listen to Him!” 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 11, 2018 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church     Fargo, North Dakota 

Jesus' disciples were confused.  They had seen Jesus perform miracles that only God could 
do.  They watched as He fulfilled the messianic signs promised in the Old Testament.  Then 

He started talking about being glorified, and in the same breath predicted that He would 
suffer and die.  That's not what they were expecting to hear.  When Jesus was transfigured 

before three of them and they saw the fullness of His glory, the voice of the Father 
instructed them to "listen to Him" even though He might say some unexpected and even 

puzzling things.  God speaks to us today in our worship, and commands us to do the same: 
"Listen to Him!" 

 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”   (LSB 704)  
 
Invocation and Opening Versicles 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets,   
C: but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.   Hebrews 1:1-2 
 

P: God said, "This is My beloved Son; listen to Him."    Mark 9:7 
C: Open our ears, Lord, that we may hear; open our hearts that we may 

listen and obey.   
 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: who made heaven and earth.      Psalm 124:8 
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Confession 
 

P:   Sisters and brothers in Christ, God has gathered us together as His children, and 
has spoken to us through His Son.  Even though we have often heard with our 
ears, we have not listened with our hearts.  We have not honored and obeyed Him 
with our words and actions.  We have not glorified Him with our lives.  Let us 
confess our sins before Him, and ask for His forgiveness. 

 

(Silence for personal reflection and confession.) 
 

P:   Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
C:  according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  
 

P:   Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  
C:   For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
 

P:   Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 
C:   so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your 

judgment.         Psalm 51:1-4 
 

Absolution 
 

P: God has heard our prayer and set us free from sin and death.  He sent His only 
Son to be born as a human, to die in our place, and to rise again to new life for 
our forgiveness and salvation.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word, and 
at the command and promise of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Introit Hymn, (based on Psalm 99:1-5)    (Tune: LSB 395) 
  

Alleluia!  Exalt the Lord. 
Come worship at His holy place--- 
The Lord, our God, is holy! 
He sits upon His mighty throne; 
All nations bow before His might--- 
The Lord, our God, is holy! 
Bow before Him. 
He is mighty, judges rightly, rules in glory. 
Praise our God, for He is holy! 

Text: William H. Otte, (c) 2008 William H. Otte 
Tune: wie schön leuchtet, Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608, public domain 

 

Kyrie Prayer 
 

P: Let us pray for our congregation, that we may be faithful in our witness, loving in 
our attitude, and eager in our outreach with the Gospel: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Let us pray for all pastors and teachers, that they may be clear in their 
proclamation of the Word of God, and faithful in their teaching: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Let us pray for all our government leaders, that they may be filled with wisdom, 
justice, and mercy as they lead our country and community: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Let us pray for the nations of the world, that peace may prevail, and the needs of 
the hungry, homeless, and displaced may be met: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Let us pray for all families, that the peace of Christ may prevail in our 
households, that parents and children may respect and honor one another, and 
that faith may be nurtured: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Let us pray for our witness in daily life, that the light of Christ who dwells in us 
may shine brightly for His glory: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: In peace we pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy!  Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”     (LSB 946) 

 

 

 

 
© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012211. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray…O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the 
voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption 
by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to 
the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading      2 Kings 2:1-12  

(The prophet Elijah is taken up to heaven in a fiery chariot.) 
 

E:  The Old Testament Reading for Transfiguration Sunday is from Second Kings, 
chapter two. 

 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the 
LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; 
keep quiet.” 
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But 
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came 
to Jericho. The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And 
he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But 
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 
them went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his cloak 
and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on 
me.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they 
still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, 
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“My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no 
more. 
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

E: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Special Music “Arise and Shine in Splendor”  (LSB 396, v.1 & 5) by Heinrich Isaac 
 
Epistle Reading      2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6  

(Jesus Christ is the light shining out of the darkness.) 
 

E:  The Epistle Reading is from Second Corinthians, chapters three and four. 
 

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over 
his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to 
an end.  
Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper 
with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

E: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Congregation please rise) 
Gradual         Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8  
 

P:  Praise the Lord, all nations!  Extol Him, all peoples! 
C:  For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 

Lord endures forever. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 
bring an offering, and come into His courts! 

 
Holy Gospel Reading               Mark 9:2-9  

(Jesus is revealed in all His glory in front of Peter, James, and John.) 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
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became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
but Jesus only. 
And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they 
had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
(Congregation please be seated) 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day  “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”   LSB 415 

(Verses 1 and 3, choir only; verses 2 & 4 CONGREGATION) 
 
Sermon  “Jesus Only”      Mark 9:8 
 
Creed  (8:15) Apostles’ Creed; (11:00) Nicene Creed (LSB inside back cover) 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering  (Please sign and pass the red book found at the center end of each pew.) 
 
Offering Prayer 
P: Bountiful God, 
C: You have blessed us beyond measure.  You generously provide for all 

of our needs of body and soul.  Receive these gifts as a sign of our 
thankfulness, and bless their use for the building of Your kingdom 
and the glory of Your name.  Amen. 

 

Service Without Holy Communion – 8:15 am 
 

Hymn  “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”    LSB 414 
 

The Lord’s Prayer, Collect, Benediction 
 

Announcements 
 

Closing Hymn “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”   LSB 417
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+ Celebration of the Sacrament (11 am) + 
 

Preface 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right and proper for us to do so. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have revealed Your glory 
through Your Son Jesus Christ, "who, though He was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.  Therefore, God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on 
Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:6-11)  
 

We have seen His glory, O God, and have received from Him the gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Therefore, with angels and archangels, with all 
the company of heaven, and with all who have gone before us in the faith and all 
who are yet to come, we praise and glorify You with the words: 
 

Sanctus          (LSB 178) 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

 
Lord's Prayer 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Greeting of Peace 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns  
"Beautiful Savior"       LSB 537 
"'Tis Good, Lord, to be Here"      LSB 414 
"I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light"    LSB 411 

 
Prayer Of Thanksgiving 
 

P: We give thanks to You, O God, for having fed us with this foretaste of the feast to 
come, where we will live in Your presence and glory for eternity.  Strengthen us 
through this gift, that we may honor and glorify You in all that we say and do; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Benediction 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn  "Alleluia, Song of Gladness"    LSB 417 
 

(During the third verse of the hymn, the Alleluia banner will be buried. During the season of Lent, 
Alleluias are no longer sung. They are suspended until the triumph of Easter when the resurrection 
of Christ gives the Church reason to sing Alleluia once again!)  


