
  

The Day of National Thanksgiving 
 “Thanks be to God!” 

November 22-23, 2017 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church           Fargo, ND 
 

 
+ The Lord Gathers His Guests to Meet Him in Worship + 

 

All over our nation, people are pausing to thank God.  We will gather around tables filled with 
good food and many of us will see all we have as the rewards of our labors.  The truth is that 
whether we acknowledge it or not, these things come from God and His lavish love.  Faith 
teaches us to honor God as the source of all we call our own.  On this day, we pause to remember 
our Lord, to rejoice in what He has given us, and to respond with thanksgiving. 
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Prelude includes Special Music: “Let All ythings Now Living” arr by Duane Funderburk 

 
Opening Hymn  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    (LSB 790) 
 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 
    Let all who hear 
    Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
    Have you not seen 
    All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 
3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
    What need or grief 
    Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 
4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
    Ponder anew 
    What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
    Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 
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+ The Lord Comes to His People in the Power of His Name + 
 

(Congregation please rise) 
P:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen!  Praise and thanks to our God who created us and redeemed us! 
P:   Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
C:   His love endures forever. 
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P:   Give thanks to the God of gods. 
C:   His love endures forever. 
P:   Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
C:   His love endures forever. 
P:   to Him who alone does great wonders, 
C:   His love endures forever.   
P:   Give thanks to the God of heaven. 
C:   His love endures forever. 
P:   Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 
C:   Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. 
 

Verse of Grace               (LSB 915) 
   Today Your gate is open,  And all who enter in 
   Shall find a Father's welcome  And pardon for their sin. 
   The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv'n, 
   A future grace be promised,  A glorious crown in heav'n. 
 

+ The Lord Forgives Our Sins + 
 

P:   Most gracious God, Your goodness surrounds us and often surprises us.  
C:   Your presence and promises support us in our daily journey. 
P:   Create in us thankful hearts as we walk in Your goodness. 
C:   Bring us joy as we live out our calling as Your dearly loved children. 
P:  We pray that You would also hear our repentance as we ask that, in the name of 

Jesus Christ, You would forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness. 
 

Hymn of Confession             (Tune: LSB 637) 
(As the hymn is being introduced, take time for personal reflection on your sins and God’s grace.) 

 Forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness, 
 For dull content with warmth and sheltered care, 
 For songs of praise for worldly wealthiness, 
 While of Your richer gifts we're unaware. 

 

Forgive us, Lord, for selfish thanks and praise, 
 For words that speak at variance with deeds. 
 Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways 
 Unmindful of a broken brother's needs. 

 

 Open our eyes to see Your love's intent, 
 To know with minds and hearts its depth and height; 
 Let thankful days in loving labor spent 
 Reflect the truly Christ-like life and light. 
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P:  God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  For the 
sake of Jesus Christ and His atoning death, He has forgiven your sins and made you 
whole again.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the grace of 
God unto all of you.  And at His command and by His authority, I forgiven you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen!  Thanks be to God for His forgiveness and love. 
 

Hymn of Praise              (LSB 816) 
MEN:  FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES   LET THE CREATOR'S PRAISE ARISE; 
All:   Alleluia, alleluia! 
Women: Let the Redeemer's name be sung   Through ev'ry land by ev'ry tongue.  
All:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Women: Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word; 
All:   Alleluia, alleluia! 
MEN:  YOUR PRAISE SHALL SOUND FROM SHORE TO SHORE    TILL SUNS SHALL RISE 

AND SET NO MORE.   
All:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Lord, You have saved us from the curse of sin, the sting of death, the clutches of 

hell, and the power of the devil. 
C:  May our gratitude to You be reflected in everything we say and do.  

We give thanks for the gift of Jesus, our Savior, and we come into 
Your presence in His name, rejoicing in Your grace and complete 
forgiveness.  Amen. 

(Congregation please be seated) 
 

+ The Lord Speaks to Us in His Holy Word + 
 

Epistle Litany – “A Thankful Letter”       Philippians 4:4-9, 12-13 
P:   Rejoice in the Lord always! 
C:   I will say it again:  Rejoice! 
P:   Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
C:   The Lord is near. 
P:   Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition 
C:   with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
P:  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, whatever is true, whatever is noble,  
C:  Whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable--- 
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P:  if anything is excellent or praiseworthy---think about such things.  Whatever you 
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me---put it into practice.  
And the God of peace will be with you. 

C:  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I 
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.   I can 
do all things through Him who gives me strength. 

P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    We thank Him for His Word. 
 

Hymn of Thanksgiving            (Tune: LSB 643) 
(Please rise as we sing)  

 Let all things now living  A song of thanksgiving 
 To God the Creator triumphantly raise, 
 Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
 Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 His light goes before us, 
 A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
 As forward we travel from light into light. 

 

Gospel Responsory            Luke 17:11-19 
P:  Now on His way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 

and Galilee.  As He was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met Him.  
They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, 

MEN:  "JESUS, MASTER, HAVE PITY ON US!" 
Women: When He saw them, He said, 
P:   "Go, show yourselves to the priests." 
MEN:  AND AS THEY WENT, THEY WERE CLEANSED. 
P:   One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 
Women:  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked Him---and he was a 

Samaritan. 
MEN:  JESUS ASKED, 
P:  "Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine?  Was no one found to 

return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 
Women: Then He said to him, 
P:   "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." 
 

P:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 
(Congregation please be seated) 
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Hymn of the Day             (LSB 785)  
   We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

 In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
 We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 
 We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

 

 We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You; 
 Through trial and tempest our guide You have been. 
 When perils o'ertake us, You will not forsake us, 
 And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

 

Sermon  “A Prayer of Thanksgiving”  
 

Hymn of Response              (LSB 785) 
With voices united our praises we offer 

   And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
   With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 
   To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 
 

+ The Lord Hears Our Prayers + 
 
(Congregation please rise) 
P:  Lord, we are thankful for You and Your gifts.  As we look back over our lives, the 

history of Your world, and Your perfect plan of salvation, we give You thanks for 
all You have shared with us through Your love, deliverance, caring, forgiveness, 
correction, and planning.  The gifts You have entrusted to us are our hope for the 
future.  

C:   His love endures forever. 
P:  We join together in giving You thanks for all Your blessings – small and large – 

as we name many before You and all the hosts of heaven.  Thank you, Lord, for 
C:   families and family trees, laughter and life; 
P:   His love endures forever. 
MEN:  NEPHEWS AND NIECES, SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
Women: grandchildren and grandparents; 
P:   His love endures forever. 
Women:  Freedom and liberty, leaders and followers; 
MEN:  PAYCHECKS AND PAID OFF LOANS – THE FULFILLMENT OF WORK AND THE 

JOY OF REST; 
P:   His love endures forever. 
Women: Loved ones who have died and are now with You; 
MEN:  MEDICAL STAFFS OVERSEEING OPERATIONS AND FAITH THAT OPERATES 

WITHOUT SEEING; 
P:   His love endures forever. 
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MEN:  HUSBANDS AND WIVES; SINGLE PEOPLE AND ENGAGED PEOPLE 
Women: brothers and sisters; friends and neighbors; 
P:   His love endures forever. 
MEN:  YOUR WORD AND SACRAMENTS; OUR CHURCH AND CHURCH FAMILY; 
Women: Those in the armed forces and people armed with Your powerful 

Word; 
P:  His love endures forever. 
All:  For our salvation through Your most precious gift – Jesus, our 

Savior! 
P:  Thank You, Lord, for all Your blessings.  Your mercies are new every morning.  

We are undeserving yet You have been so gracious to us.  We thank You for Your 
promise to care for our brothers and sisters who are sick; those who are 
mourning; those who are depressed, anxious, or shut-in.  We thank You for 
reasons to rejoice with those around us who are celebrating.  For all that You 
have entrusted to our care, we give You our whole-hearted and eternal thanks.   

P:   Great is our God.  His love endures forever. 
MEN:  HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER. 
Women: His love endures forever. 
All:   His love endures forever. 
 

+ The Lord Receives Our Tithes and Offerings + 
 

(Please sign and pass the red book found at the center end of each pew.) 
Special Music: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”   LSB 892 

 

Offertory Hymn                (LSB 781) 
(Please rise as we sing) 

 We give Thee but Thine own,   Whate’er the gift may be 
 All that we have is Thine alone,   A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

 May we Thy bounties thus   As stewards true receive 
 And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P:  O Lord, go with us, now and always, surrounding us with Your angels, and grant 

us Your help and protection,  
C:  for we now go forward in our faith, joyfully living our daily lives in 

Your grace and mercy, until we reach our final destination – our 
heavenly home.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
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+ The Lord Places His Blessing Upon His People + 
 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord look upon each of you with His favor, give you His peace...and a 
thankful heart. 

C:   Amen!  It shall be as the Lord has promised! 
P:   Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His love endures forever. 
C:   Oh, thank the Lord and sing His praise! 
(Congregation please be seated) 
 
Closing Hymn  “Now Thank We All our God”      (LSB 895) 

1 Now thank we all our God 
    With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
    In whom His world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms 
    Has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love 
    And still is ours today. 

 
2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
    And blessèd peace to cheer us 
And keep us in His grace 
    And guide us when perplexed 
And free us from all ills 
    In this world and the next! 

 
3 All praise and thanks to God 

    The Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns 
    With them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
    Whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 
    And shall be evermore. 
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Pastor Steve Schulz, Officiant; Musicians: Carolyn Worral, organist; Jonathan Schulz, violin;  
Jacob Schulz, cello; Carolyn Worral, piano; Ryan Avery, guitar and vocals 


