
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1024 Box Butte Avenue
Alliance, Nebraska
762-4663

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES. . .
Adult Bible Study  - Sundays, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Bible Break - Thursdays, 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall

MONTHLY LWML BIBLE STUDIES:
--Lydia will meet Wednesday, February 8th at 1:30 pm in

the Fellowship Hall
–Martha will meet on Monday, February 13th at 6:00 pm in the

Fellowship Hall
– Tabitha will meet on Tuesday, February 28th at 6:00 pm in the

Fellowship Hall

 - IELS Students sing during Divine Service on Saturday,
February 4th 

 - Parent/Teacher Conferences: February 8th& 9th

 - No School February 9th and 10th at IELS
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 Reading thru God’s Word in one year: FEBRUARY

1. Leviticus 1-4
2. Leviticus 5-7
3. Leviticus 8-10
4. Leviticus 11-13
5. Leviticus 14-15
6. Leviticus 16-18
7. Leviticus 18-21
8. Leviticus 22-23
9. Leviticus 24-25
10. Leviticus 26-27

11. Numbers 1-2
12. Numbers 3-4
13. Numbers 5-6
14. Numbers 7
15. Numbers 8-10
16. Numbers 11-13
17. Numbers 14-15
18. Numbers 16-17
19. Numbers 18-20

20. Numbers 21-22
21. Numbers 23-25
22. Numbers 26-27
23. Numbers 28-30
24. Numbers 31-32
25. Numbers 33-34
26. Numbers 35-36
27. Deuteronomy 1-2
28. Deuteronomy 3-4

Duty Roster
Elders - Saturday: Mr. Roy Leibbrandt

   Sunday:   Mr Jim Henton
Ushers - Saturday: Mr. Bob Mischnick

   Sunday:   Mr Joel Hausmann & Mr. Tyler Foster

Acolytes:
4 - Railey Wills
5 - Cormic Stark
11 - Zach Childers
12 - Eban Lore
18 - Jadyn Aguallo

19 - Logan Vogel
22 - (Ash Wednesday
6:00 pm) Eden Foster
25 - Avery Gomez
26 - Jonas Daugherty

Coffee Duty: 
    5 - Peggy Miles,  Robyn Jensen
  12 - Deb Grant, Virginia Dennison
  19 - Vicki Henton, Jessica Dye
  26 - Tara Stanec, Becky Herian

Counters:
6 - Karen Kelly
13 - Deb Grant
20 - Deb Moore
27 - Starla Endsley
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From the Pastors:
Wow, it is February already. As I sit here writing this letter to you, it
is cold out and snowing. A good day to be wrapped up in a blanket
sitting by a fire (if we had one) and staying warm and safe inside.
When we think of February we also think about Valentine’s Day, the
day of love. Love for our spouse, for our children, for our friends. But
there is a greater love that has been given to us through Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 13 is known as the love chapter, but it is more than love
between husband and wife, it is sharing the love that God has given to
us through His Son Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (ESV)
The Way of Love

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it
is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it
is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. 

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass
away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but
when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I
was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up
childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I have been fully known. 

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the
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greatest of these is love.

Also we read in John 15:
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my
friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master
is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it
to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love
one another. John 15:12–17 (ESV)

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life
for his friends.” This is the love that God has given us, that Jesus laid
down His life for us, that He gave His life for us on the cross, that our
sins are forgiven and that we have eternal life with Him in heaven.
Jesus chose us, called us to be His own through His death and
resurrection. That is the love that we need to keep in mind as we go
about our daily life on this earth. The love knowing that we are
forgiven and have salvation, eternal life in heaven. That no matter
what happens here on this earth, God’s promises never cease or
change. Christ died and rose for you that you may have life with him.

I pray that you will continue to read my article as I have some items
that we need to discuss for you and for our congregation and school.
We need your support for the ministry here at Immanuel Ev. Lutheran
Church and School. We need your prayers that God will continue to
bless our ministry in sharing the love of Christ in Alliance and in our
school. We need your prayers that God will continue to bless the
pastors, teachers and staff at church and school as we preach, teach
and share the love of Jesus. Also we need your financial support. As
you check out the treasurer’s report and the summary of the finances
of Immanuel, you will notice that we are behind. We are asking if you

4



would continue to pray that our finances can be met and if you would
be willing to help us meet our needs. Pastors Mueller and Daugherty
met with the Elders about this matter and we feel that it is good to
give you a better picture of the finances at Immanuel.  We are putting
into the bulletin and the newsletters a summary of how the finances
are at Immanuel.

You will notice that we are behind for our fiscal year, 8/1/2022 to
1/9/2023 - $46,489.85 and that we have debts of $97,501.24. The debt
amount is internal debt and a bank loan that we took out to cover
some of our costs. According to our budget we need around
$20,000.00 each week to cover all expenses. Our average spending
per week is $18,180.46 and the average weekly receipts as around
$16,159.16. So we are short $2,000.00 each week. We are taking
measures to try to cut our expenses each week.

Immanuel has always faced a short fall in meeting its budget
throughout its history, so this is nothing new. We need to step up and
help our congregation to continue the ministries that we have been
blessed with. We do not like to ask for money, that is not the reason
for the church, but we do need to meet our needs so that we can keep
the ministry going. Both at church and school we are working to help
close this gap. There are a few things we can do at church and the
School Board is working to increase enrollment for next year,
encouraging our families, church and school, to use scrip for everyday
purchases, suggested that we have more fundraisers, and doing some
development work, just to name a few. The idea of cutting back on the
ministry that we are carrying out here at church and at our school is
not an option. We have an important mission work to do.

It is important for us to keep up the ministries that God has blessed us,
the ministry of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Alliance and at
school.  That is the ministry that God has called us all to do, to share
the love of Christ with those around us. That is one important reason
why we have a school. Right now we are reaching 125 students with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, telling them about Jesus as their Redeemer
and Savior. That He died to pay for their sins that they may have life
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with Him forever. What a great message we have to share, and these
students take this message home to their families.

This past week was Lutheran Schools Week and the theme is “Go and
make Disciples for Life.”
Lutheran Schools make disciples for life, for eternal life. In her book
GO and Make Disciples (Concordia Publishing House, 1992), author
Jane Fryar tells the story of 7-year-old Jon. Jon’s single mother
brought her struggling son to the principals’ office at the
neighborhood Lutheran school to enroll him. Throughout the school
year, Jon grew academically, socially and spiritually in his new
school.

Late one Friday afternoon in early spring, the telephone rang in the
principal’s office. Jon’s mom called to share that Jon would not be
coming back to school. A drunk driver had hit Jon as he was riding
his bicycle, and Jon had not survived the accident.

At the funeral home, Mom let the principal hold her close as the two
cried together. “I’m so, so very sorry,” choked the principal. “I wish I
could have ...” “No, don’t ... don’t apologize,” the grieving woman
whispered through her tears. “I asked you to tell Jon about Jesus, and
you did. Jon is with Jesus now, and we will be, too, someday. Thank
you. Thank you for what you gave him, and for what you gave me.” 

The Lutheran school had been God’s instrument of sharing the Means
of Grace with Jon and his family. God’s servants in the Lutheran
school had been called to “make a disciple” of Jon, and they had done
so for his life in the school and for life eternal.

That is what the ministry of our congregation and school is, making
disciples and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. With God’s grace
and your help, we can fulfill our ministry here at Immanuel.

Pray that the Lord will continue our ministry at Immanuel and use you
have His instrument to help carry out this important mission and
work.
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If you have any questions please feel free to speak with one of the
pastors or one of the elders.
May God bless and keep you in His love and care.  Pastor Mueller

Stewardship Corner  – Don’t Replace “And” with “Or”
We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the church of our
time, talents and treasure. This alliterative trinity helps us see that
giving is not just about money, but about our whole lives. As we
confess in the Small Catechism’s explanation of the First Article of
the Apostle’s Creed, God gives us everything we have and enjoy.
First we confess that God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, ears,
and all our members, our reason and all our senses” (SC II). Then we
confess that He gives us material things. The time, talents, and
treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we are to give
something of all three of these things toward the mission of the church
in thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have,
and indeed, everything we are, comes from God’s fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy. 

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one
little word with another little word — when we replace the word and
with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when we read
it, we read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolls
that everything that we have and are is a gift from God, to be given
back in service of His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and
choose from when we serve God. The giving of our time, talents and
treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents or treasure. 

Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead
of our treasure? Or perhaps it is the other way round: Can we give of
our treasure and not of our time and talents? But these are the wrong
questions. The right question is, can we give of our time and talents in
addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all
three. The things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one
another. Rather, they are given to us, and we are to press them all into
God’s service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need. 
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Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a
generous, first-fruits proportion of our income. We give of our time in
generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our
talents in the same manner. Since God gave us all these things, we are
called to give generously of all these things in faith toward Him and
in fervent love to our neighbors. 

For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His fatherly,
divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each time, talents AND
treasure as a means to bless those around us. We serve our neighbors
with these things, blessing them with the blessings with which God
has blessed us. We give of our time, talents and treasure to our
families, our society, our church and our local congregations. And we
do this because we know that we are not our own. Rather, we belong
to God. We have been bought with a price: the holy, precious blood
and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave
everything — His time, His talents and His treasure — to have us as
His own and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We have these
things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then press them all into
service for the sake of His love — time, talents and treasure together. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

Shane Dye Jodi Conroy   DebMoore
       Joyce Borcher       Frank Dye Katie Huston

Sharon Tiensvold

The Families of Dennis Lenz (Katie Huston’s
brother), John Small, Donna Hoins (Jennifer
Foster’s grandmother), Evon Prelle, and Dan
Walton.

Ongoing Mission Projects:  Used bedding is needed by the quilters.
Canceled postage stamps are needed for mission projects. Old eye
glasses and outdated hearing aids are useful to others. Bedding may
be left in the quilting room. Other items can be left in the cupboard
under the guest book.
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LWML February 2023 Cards

“A card is the best way to hug someone, 
tell them you love them and encourage them.”

Our LWML cards are an excellent way to send that hug,
encouragement, or expression of love.  Check out cards 
for every occasion located in the church fellowship hall. 
Share your sentiments with those you care about through
 His word, His concern, and His love. 

If you have questions or have a need for a particular kind
 of card, please contact Becky Herian (760-0384).

2023 Church Handbook: The office is currently updating the
handbook.  If there are any changes or updates that need to be made,
please let Samantha know. 

2022 Quilters Report: 
Colorado Fire Victims - 17
LWML Workshop - 3
Orphan Grain Train - 22
Christmas Baskets - 31
Benefit - 1

Total - 74
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2-3 - Nancy Scherbarth
2-4 - Saundra Peterson
2-6 - Wiletta Dye
2-6 - Dion Gibson
2-6 - Kallista Berg
2-7 - Chris Camp
2-7 - JoElla Fritzler
2-7 - Connie Seidler
2-9 - Ayla Foster
2-10 - Tabetha Stanec
2-11 - Bentley Helms

2-13 - John Lore
2-18 - Jesse Moore
2-18 - Jazlyn Hart
2-20 - Judy Dye
2-20 - Alice Smith
2-23 - Payton Gomez
2-26 - Diane Mitchell
2-26 - Christine Elmgren
2-27 - Mary Ring
2-29 - Preston Pohlman

2-1 - Earl Bush
2-2 - Ida Mae Drabbels
2-3 - Starla Schmidt
2-6 - Lee Fritzler
2-9 - Merlin Drumheller
2-10 - Dahliah Pfeiffer
2-11 - Tabetha Stanec
2-11 - Karen Kelly
2-12 - Robyn Jensen
2-12 - Ford Swanson
2-13 - Michael Eggink Jr.
2-13 - BreAnna Holmes
2-16 - Emma Freeze

2-17 - Jeffery Kaiser
2-17 - Mardella McFall
2-17 - Courtney Turner
2-19 - Stephany Hausmann
2-19 - Ron Hass
2-21 - Lois Iossi
2-22 - Jesse Moore
2-25 - Chris Camp
2-26 - Bridger Mischnick
2-26 - Karena Soriano
2-26 - Shane Dye
2-28 - Jeffrey Heusman
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February! Yay, we made it!! We are so thankful that the school
continues to be blessed with health and safety during these uncertain
times. As the rest of the world celebrates Valentines Day, we are
reminded just how much Jesus loves us! He loves us SO much that
HE gave up His life for us!! In response to this love, we have a
responsibility to thank, serve, praise and adore Him!! We spend every
day at the school reminding the students of this fact. This obligation!
All we have is truly a gift from Him!  We are blessed with a loving
staff.  We truly take this wonderful gift of loving, Christian teachers
for granted. They work hard with the students and pray constantly for
the students and their families. Please continue to pray for our
teachers and their families.

February will bring Parent/Teachers Conferences on the 8th and the
9th. We have incredible parent support and have almost 100%
attendance from parents. This is such a rarity in schools today and is
such a blessing for the staff. 

We were able to have a wonderful celebration for National Lutheran
Schools Week. Several special dress up days and hot lunch were on
the agenda. A huge thank you to all of the parents that helped to
provide food and donate their time to serve our students. The students
have also made crosses to share with the congregation. Each cross has
a student’s name on the back. We ask that you pray for this student
and their family for the remainder of the school year. 
  
We will soon be hosting our final Dimock Cheese order for the year. 
If you haven’t tried this cheese, you really need to! It is the best!! We
will also be hosting the greenhouse fundraiser in March. The students
have begun work on the marvelous stepping stones and art projects
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that will be available for purchase at the Easter Breakfast.  
As always, if you ever have any questions, feel free to give us a call.
Thank you so much for the opportunities you give us through this
school. It truly is our honor to be part of this mission.

– Miss Jill

Kindergarten
Hello! January has been a fun month getting back into our routine. We
finally got to perform our Christmas program at the PAC and the
students did amazing! I am blown away by their talents and hard
work. At the end of January we celebrated NLSW. The week was
filled with school and classroom activities, dress up days, and hot
lunches. Thank you to all the parents and the school board for making
the hot lunches possible! Our class was excited about eating hot lunch
each day. 

The kindergarteners received their hymnals. They were over the moon
excited! They have been taking them to chapel and devotions. The
students who sit next to a kindergartener do an excellent job of
helping them when needed. I love to see that! 

Our class continues to learn phonograms, read words, and listen to
Bible stories. The kindergarten class will be displaying artwork at the
church during February. Be sure to check that out! Thank you for your
continued prayers and support. We would love to see and meet more
congregation members at chapel services! Mondays @ 8:05 and
Thursdays @ 2:30.

-Mrs. Fulk and the Terrific Ten

Second Grade Scoop
Hello! Happy New Year to you all. Second Grade has been busy this
past month working on and perfecting the program which went
beautifully on the 17th. Thank you to everyone who attended. We've
started working on subtraction in Math and have been playing games
to help us memorize our addition facts. In Science we have finished
learning about Earth's formations and geography and are starting to
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learn about plants. Spelling is exciting as we are going to start
learning cursive! We continue to learn and share God's word in our
religion class and love playing Jeopardy, Bible Trivia, and other
games while learning! We continue to cruise through Latin and apply
the new vocabulary we are learning in our classroom daily. 
Thank you for your continued support and prayers. 

- Mrs. Hardin, Miss Toni, and 12 Second Graders

Hello! 
The third graders are applying the reading mental actions and
comprehension strategies to our classroom literature studies. They are
excited to make connections with spelling words and Latin
vocabulary as they read. We just finished reading Charlotte’s Web
and look forward to starting a new novel. 

During History/Geography lessons throughout Lutheran Schools
Week, we learned about India through the Lutheran Hour Ministries’
curriculum. I was excited to also share my experience of living in
India with my class. 

In music, the second, third and fourth grade classes have been
learning about the different counts of notes and rests to count out
measures of music. Now, we are focusing on reading notes for the
treble clef scale. The students have enjoyed singing some favorite
hymns accompanied by the ukulele.

We are so thankful for your prayers and continued support. Have a
blessed February! 

-Miss Dye
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 IELC & IELS YEAR TO DATE BUDGET SUMMARY
*Budgeted Expenses Each Week:
Salaries: 10,623.43
Benefits: 3,122.04
Utilities: 711.54
Property Insurance: 519.23
Other: 5,272.09
TOTAL: $20,248.33
*(the approved budget is higher but the above reflects actual expected
expenses)

Fiscal YTD Summary (8/1/22 - 1/9/23)
Budgeted Expenses: 465,932.84
Actual Expenses: 418,150.59
Receipts (Tuition+Offering): 371,660.74
--
Average Spending Per Week 18,180.46
Average Weekly Receipts: 16,159.16
--
BEHIND for FISCAL YEAR: $(46,489.85)

DEBTS:
Negative Checkbook Balances (18,663.70)
District/Synod Support (13,904.00)
Owed to Designated Funds (16,933.55)
First National Bank Loan (48,000.00)
TOTAL DEBTS $(97.501.25)
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