
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1024 Box Butte Avenue
Alliance, Nebraska
762-4663

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES. . .
Adult Bible Study  - Sundays, 9:00 am, Fellowship Hall
Bible Break - Thursdays, 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall

MONTHLY LWML BIBLE STUDIES:
--Lydia will meet Wednesday, December 14th at 11:30 am at Sam and

Louie’s for their Christmas Party

LWML Cookie Walk: Sat. Dec. 10th 11:30 to 1:30 pm
Sunday School Christmas Service: Sun. Dec. 11th

followed by soup lunch and caroling
IELS Christmas Program Sun. Dec. 18th at 4:00pm at the

PAC
Sat. Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Services: 5:00pm & 7:30pm
Sun. Dec. 25th Christmas Day Service at 9:00 am

 Reading thru God’s Word in one year: December
1. 1 Corinthians 9-11
2. 1 Corinthians 12-14
3. 1 Corinthians 15-16
4. 2 Corinthians 1-4
5. 2 Corinthians 5-9
6. 2 Corinthians 10-13
7. Galatians 1-3
8. Galatians 4-6
9. Ephesians 1-3
10. Ephesians 4-6
11. Philippians

12. Colossians
13. 1 Thessalonians
14. 2 Thessalonians
15. 1 Timothy
16. 2 Timothy
17. Titus, Philemon
18. Hebrews 1-6
19. Hebrews 7-10
20. Hebrews 22-13
21. James

22. 1 Peter
23. 2 Peter
24. 1 John
25. 2 John, 3 John, Jude
26. Revelation 1-3
27. Revelation 4-8
28. Revelation 9-12
29. Revelation 13-16
30. Revelation 17-19
31. Revelation 20-22
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Duty Roster

Elders - Saturday: Mr. Joel Hausmann
   Sunday:   Dr. R. Craig Dietrich

Ushers - Saturday: 
   Sunday:   Mr. Chris Bartels & Mr. John Bartels

Acolytes:
3 - Zach Childers
4 - Zeke Terrell
7 - (Advent 6:00) - Ayla Foster
10 - Jadyn Aguallo
11 - Xander Narjes
14 - (Advent 6:00) - Cormic Stark
17 - Avery Gomez
18 - Eban Lore
21 - (Advent 6:00) - Railey Wills
24 - (5:00 pm) - Zach Childers & Logan Vogel
24 - (7:30 pm) - Lucas Weber & Jadyn Aguallo
25 - (9:00 am) Eden Foster
31 - (Sat.) - Avery Gomez

Coffee Duty: 
   4 - Stephany Hausmann, Becky Herian
 11 -  Virginia Dennison, Robyn Jensen
 18 - Cindy Brown, Tara Stanec
 25 - No Adult Bible Study 

Counters:
5th   - Karen Kelly
12th  - Deb Grant
19st  - Deb Moore
26th  - Starla Endsley
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From the Pastors:
“Happy New Year”, I know, I know, it is not 2023 yet, but it is the
beginning of a new Church Year.  The Advent Season is upon us,  the
beginning of a new Church Year.  This is the time in the Church that
we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ our Savior. We celebrate
Christ’s coming in the past, present and future. We celebrate His
coming when He was born at Bethlehem, we celebrate His coming to
us in His Word and Sacraments, the means of grace, and we prepare
as we patiently await His second coming.  I invite all of you to
prepare for His coming by having family devotions around an Advent
wreath, coming to the Mid-Week Advent services and taking part in
the Divine Services on Sunday.  The season of Advent points us to the
season of Christmas, the celebration of Christ’s birth.  

We get so busy during this time of year, our minds get bogged down
with all the preparations we need to make to celebrate Christmas. We
get so focused on the planning, and the buying, and the decorating,
the baking, etc. That many times we lose sight of the true meaning for
the season of Advent and Christmas. The true meaning is God’s plan
for our salvation. So many times we lose our focus on what is truly
important for us. We focus more on these earthly celebrations that we
forget what is truly important for us. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who
came in the flesh to be our Savior, to earn forgiveness of sins and give
to us eternal life in heaven. That is were our focus this Advent and
Christmas Season are to be, on the Christ child, on our Savior, Jesus
Christ. But sometimes we are more inclined to focus on the night
before Christmas than we are on the spiritual blessings we have
received from our God.

I was going through my files the other day and found this, the True
Night Before Christmas and I would like to share it with you (I might
have shared it years ago, but I think the message is a good reminder of
the true meaning of Christmas):
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True Night Before Christmas”
  by John W. Cook

T’was the night before Christmas, when all through the earth
God’s people were waiting the time of Christ’s birth.
The various prophesies, God-given with care
Came to pass on one night in Judea there.
The people were scattered through Israel’s land
Paying taxes at Caesar’s command.

Young Mary, with Joseph, espoused to be wed,
T’was late in the evening they arrived there that day
They found at the inn there was no place to stay.
Away in a stable, no place for a guest,
They settle, the couple to find them some rest.

The star in the sky shone unusually bright
To herald the event to take place that night.
When there, on the hay, her time now full come,
The virgin, dear Mary, gave birth to God’s Son.
With no crib to lie in, a stall for sheep
Became for our Savior a place for His sleep.

Moreover, that night in a field calm and still
Rough shepherds were resting serenely until
Through the dark of the sky God’s Glory shone round.
All quaking and frightened, they fell to the ground.
To these as they trembled God’s messenger came
Good tidings of great joy to all to proclaim.

“For to you on this day in the city close by
A baby, your Savior, in a manger does lie.
So go to the stable, the baby you’ll find,
In swaddling clothes you’ll find him entwined.”
And then in a twinkling t’was heard through the air
The praise of the angels assembled up there.
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“To God in the highest all glory and praise,
Good will amongst men and peace through their days.”
When the angels returned then to heaven above,
There stood the shepherds amazed by God’s love.
A moment they wondered, then hastily ran,
Found Mary and Joseph and God’s gift to man.

The baby, named Jesus, man’s Savior from sin.
Had come as was promised, His work to begin.
His eyes not quite opened, how much they would see
Of hatred and failures, of man’s misery.
The shepherds, the wonder, made known as they went,
Told all of the Gift that to mankind was sent.

The star, that same star that proclaimed His birth,
Was shining for people all over the earth.
The wise men, they saw it and knew what it meant.
The Savior God promised this world had been sent.
They left all to find Him, a baby, ‘tis true;
He came as their Savior, He came for us too.

Once more it is Christmas, the time of Christ’s birth,
A holiday season; is that all it’s worth?
No, there’s hope in this message, forgiveness from sin
For those who receive Him, [by faith] let Him come in.
Let’s remember His birthday, let’s celebrate right.
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!

May your hearts be filled with His love this blessed season and
always. I invite you to come to the Divine Service and receive all the
gifts that God gives to you through His Son, Jesus whose birth we
celebrate. May Christ always be with you.

Jill and I wish you a blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Pastor Mueller

5

Throughout the last few weeks, the students at IELS have studied the
Apostles' Creed. As with the 10 commandments, we challenged the
students to memorize the creed and receive house points as a bonus
for their memory work. Some students have even memorized portions
of the meanings, which will benefit them greatly in life and as they
look forward to confirmation!

As most of you know, my father Stanley Daugherty passed away just
before Thanksgiving. He lived a long and blessed life, and I was also
blessed to have him as my dad. In the midst of my grief and sorrow it
was a special gift from God to be reviewing the third article of the
creed and its meaning. As the catechism states, "the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and
kept me in the true faith; [and] On the Last Day He will raise me and
all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ." 

What a blessing to know, through tears of sadness and loss, that the
Holy Spirit did indeed call my father by the Gospel. He was kept in
the true faith throughout his life. And with God's help my family and I
cling to the sure hope that today my father is with the Lord; and on
the Last Day, we will all share with him in the blessed joy of the
resurrection and life everlasting. 

The Lord has also chosen another special reminder of the Holy Spirit's
work: On the day before my father's funeral, we will celebrate the
baptism of my great-nephew. There we will see the work of the Holy
Spirit in water and the Word as he calls a new member of our family
to faith. And the very next day at the funeral we will begin with the
remembrance of my dad's Baptism. And all this shows us that the
Holy Spirit keeps us in the faith from beginning to end, and on into
eternity. 

I am grateful for your prayers for my family as we grieve. And I'm
especially grateful that God has blessed us to grieve not as the world
grieves, but with hope which is yours and mine in Christ Jesus, our
Lord. Amen.

Pastor Daugherty
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Stewardship Corner  – Anxiety vs. Trust
Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, teaches those who follow Him
that worrying about the necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a
false god. Worry and anxiety show what we care about. Our anxiety
reveals what we love and what we’re devoted to. It reveals what we
trust in.

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching
principle: “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24). 

But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and
have a home in which to dwell.” Yes, all these things you need. And
Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have them.
He demonstrates this with a simple argument: your Father in heaven
feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into
barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but
are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then,
your Father in heaven feeds the birds, if He clothes the lilies, how will
He not also feed and clothe you, when you are worth more than they
are? (Matt 6:25–33). 

Do you know that you are worth more than them? You are worth
infinitely more. You are worth the price of the eternal Son of God.
Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did
he descend and take on the form of a bird? No! He came down from
heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone
(Gen. 2:23). He is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when
He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious
blood, through His innocent suffering and death, that you might be
His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever. 

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live,
and He died the death we deserved. He was raised again on the third
day overcoming sin and death ... for us. He was crucified for our
transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in
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heaven has given His Son to die for us in order that we might live
with Him eternally, how will He not also give us all things to support
this body and life? 

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food
and clothing, to care about these things and find security in them, is to
serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because
Jesus, the Son of God, is risen from the dead and lives and reigns for
all eternity. It is to believe that the God who created you, redeemed
you by the death and resurrection of His Son and sanctified you by
His Spirit, will not keep His promise to sustain you in this life.

Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness”
(Matt. 6:33). God’s kingdom is His rule among us. His rule among us
comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by
His grace we believe His Holy Word and lead godly lives here in time
and there in eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in the
prayer that Jesus taught us. 

Your Father in heaven knows what you need — food and clothing,
house and home — and He promises to give it to you. Chief of the
things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So,
seek after that. And those who seek will find. And all the necessities
of life, our Lord says, will be added to you

.– LCMS Stewardship Ministry:lcms.org/stewardship
 

Shane Dye    Jodi Conroy         Vicki Henton
Joyce Borcher    Frank Dye          Katie Huston
Ida Mae Drabbels   DebMoore          Sharon Tiensvold

MIDWEEK ADVENT MEALS: Meals will be provided for a free
will offering and  begin at 5:00.  Serving will stop at 5:45 with church
following starting at 6:00pm.  

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR this past month were in celebration
of Larry and Mary Ring’s anniversay as well as Harvey and Bev
Schnell’s anniversary
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OFFERING ENVELOPES: Offering envelopes boxes will be
assigned soon.  If you haven’t received envelopes in the past and
would like to receive them for 2023 OR if you have been receiving
envelopes and no longer wish to receive them, please let the office
know. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE  will be on Sunday, December
11th.  We invite you to join us afterwards for a soup lunch.  After lunch we
also invite you to join us caroling followed by drinks and treats back at the
church.

CHRISTMAS BASKETS:  We have begun collecting food that will
be donated to make Christmas baskets. Items suggested for donations:
boxed stuffing, canned vegetables, canned fruit, gravy packets, boxed
meals (Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, mac & cheese, etc.), dessert
mixes (brownies, cakes, jello, etc.), pasta sauce, pasta, peanut butter,
jelly, canned tuna, canned chicken, canned soup, cooking oil, and
cereal. Please have food to the church no later than Wednesday,
December 9th. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Just a reminder that during the month of
December and January, there will be no children’s Sunday School on
December 25th and January 1st.  

UPDATE – “Forward 180” Challenge
The Endowment Committee extends a huge THANK YOU to
everyone who participated in the “Forward 180” Challenge.  Over
the 180 days of the challenge, participants collectively contributed
$4,170 by setting aside just $1 per day.

The $4,170 collected will be added to the Endowment Fund’s School
Operations account.  Earnings from this account are distributed
annually to IELS to help with operational expenses.  
Thank you for supporting the IELS mission of sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with local children and their families!
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ONGOING MISSION PROJECTS:  Used bedding is needed by the
quilters. Canceled postage stamps are needed for mission projects.
Old eye glasses and outdated hearing aids are useful to others.
Bedding may be left in the quilting room. Other items can be left in
the cupboard under the guest book.

If you would like to share a Poinsettia with us on
Christmas Eve, please sign up on the chart located in the
Narthex.  If you have any questions, please call Bev
Schnell at 762-5445.

We need help again for the Cookie Walk! If you would
like to help or have questions please call Debbie Grant 
762-3653

Friday, December 9, 4:00-6:00 Setting up tables with
tablecloths and plates

Saturday, December 10, 8:00-11:00 Putting out cookies and
baked goods

Saturday, December 10, 11:00-1:30 Helping with cookie tables

 Weighing cookies and taking
money

Saturday, December 10, 1:30-3:00 Clean-up

LWML December Cards:
If you’ve been considering sending a

Christmas card to someone special and need
only a few cards, you’ll find that option on the
card carousel on the east side of the fellowship
hall beside the staircase.     

LWML also has the just right greeting
cards to let someone know you’re thinking of
them.  New Sympathy box cards include
Comfort and Prayers, God’s Tender Comfort,
Botanical Frames, Serenity, Peace I Leave With

You, and Hymns. Another selection of cards is Praying For You.  A
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box of Anniversary cards is themed Chalkboard Blessings. There’s a
new box of Birthday cards themed Beautiful Birthday Flowers.
Individual cards are also available on a carousel in the fellowship hall.

There’s a card for nearly every occasion.  Share your sentiments
with those you care about through His word, His concern, and His
love. If you have questions or have a need for a particular kind of
card, please contact Becky Herian (760-0384).

12-3 - Jonas Daugherty
12-4 - Lezlie Taylor
12-4 - Sally Henderson
12-4 - Chase Dye
12-4 - Dahliah Pfeiffer
12-6 - Jacob Fintel
12-6 - Earl Bush
12-6 - Hilda Leachman
12-6 - Joyce Borcher
12-8 - Berklee Helms
12-8 - Beau Edwards
12-11 - Jessica Dye
12-12 - Aaron Fintel
12-12 - Jocelyn Gerth
12-13 - Alexander Leisy
12-13 - Carly Schnell
12-14 - Sue Bartels
12-14 - Sean Stewart
12-15 - Sharon Hansen
12-16 - Robert Vogel
12-19 - Ellen Wilcox
12-19 - Riley Bixby

12-20 - Silas Daugherty
12-20 - Shirley Ridenour
12-20 - Lee Fritzler
12-20 - Jeffrey Kaiser
12-21 - Bridget Vaughn
12-21 - Anthony Wilcox Jr
12-22 - Kai Lucas
12-23 - Brittany Bauer
12-24 - Shannon Dye
12-24 - Howard Romick
12-25 - Jodell Conroy
12-25 - Patricia Seidler
12-26 - Avenell Soriano
12-26 - Sierra Gibson
12-27 - Derek Moore
12-27 - Katelyn Grant
12-28 - Lori Freeze
12-28 - Noah Bauer
12-29 - Debra Moore
12-30 - Bonnie Edwards
12-30 - Robyn Jensen
12-31 - Lucas Clark
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12-1 - Joyce Galyen
12-1 - Luella Nerland
12-1 - Cleone Panwitz
12-3 - Elena Wilcox
12-4 - Brett Kelly
12-4 - Dezyrae Hausmann
12-4 - Alvina Lehl 
12-5 - Celeste Craig
12-8 - Thane Lore
12-8 - Shirley Vogel
12-9 - John Thompson
12-10 - Robert Dietrich
12-10 - Baylie Heusman
12-14 - Cheryl Sheldon
12-17 - Kathy Dye
12-18 - Ann Meier
12-19 - Laney Wills

12-19 - Lexey Wills
12-20 - Peggy Schnell
12-20 - Cindy Brown
12-24 - Tom Lore
12-26 - Rachel Kaman
12-27 - Carly Schnell
12-28 - Dak Smith
12-29 - Jocelyn Gerth
12-31 - Gary Hashman
12-31 - Donald Banks
12-31 - Shirley Devoogd
12-31 - Frank Dye
12-31 - Debra Moore
12-31 - Wanda Morrison
12-31 - Pam Schnell
12-31 - Judy Smith

12-2 - Nathan & Jessica Grant
12-10 - Dale & Betty Vaughn

12-13 - James & Bonnie Tallmon
12-16 - Marlyn & Ellen Wilcox

12-27 - Ron & Cindy Brown
12-27 - Bruce & Beth Forney

12-28 - Jack & Sandra Peterson
12-31 - Tom & Tammy Lore
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Greetings from IELS! It seems that the busyness of the CHRISTmas
season is already upon us and we are still marveling at all we have to
be thankful for out at the school. We are humbled that He uses our
school as a tool! The children have begun working on their Christmas
Program and we invite and encourage all of you to join us on Sunday,
December 18th at 4:00 p.m. at the PAC in the high school. They are
doing an awesome job. Perkins Pie sales were incredible! 630 pies
were ordered and as always it is a huge fund raiser for the school.
Thank you so much for all that helped in any way. Stephany
Hausmann is the Wonder Woman that organizes this for us! Our
Thanksgiving program was well attended and the children sang
beautifully! The House competition for bringing canned goods to the
school to help with the Christmas baskets is really heating up. The
Scrip program continues and we encourage everyone to think Gift
cards for Christmas. If you have any questions, call Stephany at the
school. We look forward to the wonderful season of celebrating Jesus’
birth and coming to the manger with the shepherds to worship and
praise Him. HAPPY BIRTHDAY BABY JESUS! –Miss Jill

Greetings from the third grade class! As we look forward to the
next three weeks in December, we are excited to showcase what we
have been working on to share the greatest story in the world at our
Christmas program on December 18! The second, third and fourth
grade classes have been putting together some special class features
for the Christmas program. Second grade will be singing and signing
“Silent Night” in American Sign Language. The third graders have
been working on singing with different instrumental accompaniment
as we prepare a song with the ukulele. Fourth grade students are
excited to share the Christmas story as told by the second chapter of
Luke. We would love to have you join us! 

In history and geography, we are learning about the classical world.
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Right now, we are especially focusing on a unit about Albania. We
are in the middle of a novel study of Charlotte’s Web. 

We have been learning how to format a letter and are eager to send
more cards out to our new postcard penpals. We have also started an
ongoing correspondence with another third grade class in Oregon. We
would love to welcome you to follow our project on Facebook: Miss
Dye’s 3rd Grade Class Postcard Project. You can see what we are
receiving in class and can find information about how to participate as
well. 

Check out our class’s art projects in the narthex throughout this
month.
We are so thankful for your prayers and continued support. Have a
blessed December! -Miss Dye 

Greetings from the upper grades!
The fifth through eighth grade students have been growing and
learning throughout the year so far, diligently studying God's Word,
His ordered and beautiful world, the nature of man in conflicts (Civil
War and World War I), and the art of language. The 5/6 class held
their first debate in the middle of November, focusing on the key
events that might have changed the outcome of the War Between the
States. In December, the 7/8 class will debate the topic of California's
mandate concerning electric vehicles. If you are interested in judging
or observing the debate in December or in the future, feel free to
contact Dr. Tallmon.

On Sunday afternoon, December 18, the school will present the
annual Christmas Program at the PAC. This year, the script and music
comes from the 7/8 graders and Pastor Daugherty, featuring the whole
school as well as individual classes as they recount Christ's birth in
the context of the problem of sin and Christ's ultimate victory for us
over sin, death, and the devil. The upper grades are memorizing songs
and poetry with some students working extra hard to memorize
special lines, scripture, and song verses. They have beautiful words of
truth and goodness to share with you! 
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Throughout the end of the year, we will celebrate Advent, anticipating
Christ's birth along with His return as we say: Come quickly, Lord
Jesus! A blessed Advent and Christmastide to you all!

Blessings in Christ, Dr. Tallmon, Mrs. Moore, and the 5-8th Graders
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