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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

November 29, 2020
Service of Prayer and Preaching, LSB p. 260ff.

Welcome!   We are happy that you have joined us for the Divine Service of our gracious God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, and
we pray that your time here will be blessed.  Please indicate your presence with us by completing the Friendship Register
that is in the narthex.  If you are a visitor please sign the guest register in the narthex as well.

Large Print Materials:   If you prefer a large print copy of today’s service, please ask one of the ushers for them.
Hearing Assistance: Having a hard time hearing the pastor during the services?  We have available Sound Mate, an assistive

listening device.  Just ask the Elder or one of the ushers for one.
Lectionary Summary— The Lord Jesus Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us

Although we pray that God “would rend the heavens and come down” (Is. 64:1), that He would take vengeance against
our enemies, we ourselves “have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted
garment” (Is. 64:6). We have continued in our sins for “a long time, and shall we be saved?” (Is. 64:5). Yet, the Lord does
not punish us in anger. He comes in voluntary meekness and humility to save us by His grace. Just as He once came into
Jerusalem to sacrifice Himself for us upon the cross (Mark 11:4–8), He still comes to His Church with the fruits of His
Passion. By His ministry of the Gospel, we are “enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge,” and so He will “sustain
you to the end” (1 Cor. 1:5, 8). Although “heaven and earth will pass away,” His words “will not pass away” (Mark
13:31). As He sends disciples to call us to Himself in the fellowship of His Church, so will He “send out the angels” to
gather us and all of His elect “from the ends of the earth” to Himself in heaven forever (Mark 13:27).

Opening Hymn “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
     Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
     And cover by His grace.



He comes, for you procuring
     The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
     Eternal life in heav’n.

6 He comes to judge the nations,
     A terror to His foes,

A light of consolations
     And blessèd hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
     O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
     And guide us safely home.
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Stand

Opening Versicles
L This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C Teach me Your paths.
L Sanctify us in Your truth.
C Your Word is truth.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle
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Sit

Readings From Holy Scripture
First Reading: Isaiah 64:1–9
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

that the mountains might quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,

and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for,

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From of old no one has heard

or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,

who acts for those who wait for him.
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,

those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be

saved?
6We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls upon your name,

who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,
and remember not iniquity forever.
Behold, please look, we are all your people.

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ.
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the

grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every
way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge— 6even as the testimony about Christ was

confirmed among you— 7so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody  Psalm 80:1–7 (antiphon: v. 7)
antiphon

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,

stir up your might
and come to save us!

3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

4O LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
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5You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

antiphon
7Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Third Reading: Mark 13:24–37
24[Jesus said:] “But in those days, after that tribulation,

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son
of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And
then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch
becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that
summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my

words will not pass away.
32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows,

not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know
when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.
35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight,
or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to
all: Stay awake.”

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Responsory
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.

Stand

Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
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You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Sit

Sermon

Hymn “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332
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5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.100011618.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011618.Public domain

Offering

Stand

Prayer
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the

calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray

to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Collect of the Day
L Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins

and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Collect for the Word
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read,

mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Evening Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day;

and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Morning Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all

harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

New Testament Canticle
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Blessing
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn “The Advent of Our King” LSB 331

5 Before the dawning day
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
    The new self now put on.

6 All glory to the Son,
    Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
    Through all eternity.
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SOLI DEO GLORIA
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