
THE TIME OF THE CHURCH THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST

TWENTY-THIRD  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

November 8, 2020

WELCOME!   We are happy that you have joined us for the Divine Service of our gracious God, Father Son and
Holy Spirit, and we pray that your time here will be blessed.  Please indicate your presence with us by
completing the Friendship Register that is in narthex.  If you are a visitor please sign the guest register in the
narthex as well.

HEARING ASSISTANCE: Having a hard time hearing the pastor during the service?  We  have available Sound
Mate, an assistive listening device.  Just ask the Elder or one of the ushers for one.

LECTIONARY SUMMARY: The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly Bridegroom’s Coming
The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all who trust in their own righteousness
and piety. The Lord will not accept their “burnt offerings and grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their
“peace offerings” (Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that trusts in Him, which lets “justice roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In
order for the “lamps” of our lives to burn brightly with such love, we must be filled with the “oil” of
forgiveness through faith in our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:1–4). Therefore, as we await His coming,
wisdom directs us “to the dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to the ministers of His Gospel. Thus, we wait upon
the Lord, and we “encourage one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are
prepared to meet Him when He comes “with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God,” and “we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17).

ORDER OF MATINS

Hymn “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB 663
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5 But while watching, also pray
    To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
    Strength and faith increasing,
        So that still
        Mind and will
    Shall unite to serve Him
    And forever love Him. Public domain

Stand

Versicles
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PSALMODY

Common Antiphon

Venite
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Common Antiphon

Psalm  Psalm 70
1Make haste, O God, to deliver me!

O LORD, make haste to help me!
2Let them be put to shame and confusion
who seek my life!

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor
who desire my hurt!

3Let them turn back because of their shame
who say, “Aha, Aha!”

4May all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you!

May those who love your salvation
say evermore, “God is great!”

5But I am poor and needy;
hasten to me, O God!

You are my help and my deliverer;
O LORD, do not delay!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sit

Office Hymn “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LSB 516
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READINGS
Readings from Holy Scripture
First Reading: Amos 5:18–24
18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!

Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,

19as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,

or went into the house and leaned his hand against the
wall,

and a serpent bit him.
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,

and gloom with no brightness in it?
21“I hate, I despise your feasts,

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and
grain offerings,

I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,

I will not look upon them.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;

to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24But let justice roll down like waters,

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
13But we do not want you to be uninformed,

brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have

fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one
another with these words.
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P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Third Reading: Matthew 25:1–13
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten

virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a
cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.
8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your

oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise
answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for
yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.
11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord,
lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to
you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory

Sermon

Stand
CANTICLE

Te Deum — We Praise You, O God
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Sit

Offering

PRAYER

Stand

Kyrie

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

Collect of the Day
P Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all the company
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of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 C Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Collect for Grace
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of

this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your
sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus

Benediction

9



Closing Hymn “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LSB 515

Public domain

Sit

SOLI DEO GLORIA
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