THE TIME OF THE CHURCH

THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 18, 2020

Welcome! We are happy that you have joined us for the Divine Service of our gracious God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, and we
pray that your time here will be blessed. Please indicate your presence with us by completing the Friendship Register that is
in the narthex. If you are a visitor please sign the guest register in the narthex as well.
Holy Communion: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and
to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust in His
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His
death until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked to first speak with the pastor of this congregation.
We ask that all who are planning to commune with us read and complete the communion registration card found in the pew
racks of each pew.
Hearing Assistance: Having a hard time hearing the pastor during the services? We have available Sound Mate, an assistive
listening device. Just ask the Elder or one of the ushers for one.
Lectionary Summary—We Are Recreated in the Image of God by the Cross of Christ
Plotting against Jesus, the Pharisees attempted “to entangle him in his words” by asking about the payment of taxes to Caesar
(Matt. 22:15). The Lord pointed to coins required for the tax, and He answered that we should “render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). But if coins bearing the image of Caesar should be rendered
to him, then man — who is made in the image of God — must be rendered to the Lord. That tax is paid for us by the Lord Jesus,
the image of God in the flesh, by His self-offering on the cross. And from His cross, as the Lord’s anointed, He reigns as the
true Caesar over all nations “from the rising of the sun and from the west” (Is. 45:6). The Lord once called and anointed Cyrus
“to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings” (Is. 45:1). Now by the preaching of the Gospel, “in power and
in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:5), foreigners from all over the world are “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God” (1 Thess. 1:9–10).
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Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation

“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit
Ps. 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 121:5
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
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The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
KYRIE

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through
things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C

Amen.

Sit
First Reading:
Isaiah 45:1–7
1
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,whose right
hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before himand to loose
the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not
be closed: 2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, I
will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars
of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards
in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the
God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake of my
A
C

servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I
name you, though you do not know me. 5I am the LORD, and
there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though
you do not know me, 6that people may know, from the rising of
the sunand from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the
LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create darkness, I
make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does
all these things.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ps. 91:11; 103:1
He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Epistle Reading:
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
1
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know,
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind
of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you
A
C

became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the
word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and
in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has
gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA and VERSE

4

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 22:15-22
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then
he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they
heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

15

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus]
in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and
teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Creed
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

5

who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”
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SERMON
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
OFFERING
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them
and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in
His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

7

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI — The Peace of the Lord
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God

Sit
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
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5

Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
Though in essence only one,
Undivided God we claim Thee
And, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery.

6

From Thy high celestial home,
Judge of all, again returning,
We believe that Thou shalt come
On that final judgment morning,
When Thy voice shall shake the earth
And the startled dead come forth.

7

Spare Thy people, Lord, we pray,
By a thousand snares surrounded;
Keep us without sin today,
Never let us be confounded.
Lo, I put my trust in Thee;
Never, Lord, abandon me.

Public domain
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“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”
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6

At last the march shall end;
The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

7

Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God forevermore. Refrain
Public domain

NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A Let us pray. ...
C

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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SOLI DEO GLORIA
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(Sun.)
Acolytes:
Mr. Josh Aguallo
(Sat.)
Mr. Banyn Stark
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Ushers:
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(Sat.)
Mr. Anthony Wilcox & Mr. Marlyn Wilcox (Sun.)
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