
THE TIME OF THE CHURCH THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST

FOURTEENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 6, 2020

Welcome!  We are happy that you have joined us for the Divine Service of our gracious God, Father Son and Holy Spirit,
and we pray that your time here will be blessed.  Please indicate your presence with us by completing the Friendship
Register that is in the narthex.  If you are a visitor please sign the guest register in the narthex as well.

Holy Communion: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this altar in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness
of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized
Christians who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves
us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith that is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who
hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire
to receive the Sacrament, are asked to first speak with the pastor of this congregation.

We ask that all who are planning to commune with us read and complete the communion registration card found
in the pew racks of each pew.

Hearing Assistance:  Having a hard time hearing the pastor during the services?  We have available Sound Mate, an assistive
listening device.  Just ask the Elder or one of the ushers for one.

Lectionary Summary—
Living as Humble Little Children of the Father
True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. The greatness of childlike faith
receives all good things as gracious gifts from our Father in heaven. Apart from such faith, “you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is humbled like a little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt.
18:3–4). Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6), we have instead been
drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble life of a child of God. The Lord sends
His watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, in order that we may not die in our iniquity but be turned from
our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7–9). Thus, we live in humility and faith before God as well as in love for our
neighbor, which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we do no harm to our neighbor,
but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe no one anything, except to love each other” (Rom.
13:8). 

DIVINE SERVICE SETTING FOUR
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”  LSB 902
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Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit Ps. 92:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 92:5

How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!

It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!
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KYRIE 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray. 
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our
minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit

First Reading:
Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 33:7–9

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the
house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to

the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will
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require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that

person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered
your soul.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.
Fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Reading: Romans 13:1–10
1Let every person be subject to the governing

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do
what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not
only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of

conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for
the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom
taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for
the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA and VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have
a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.

7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by
whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if
your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It
is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two
eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

`10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones.
For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the

face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do you think?
If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains
and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he
finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these
little ones should perish.

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take
one or two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I
among them.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Creed Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,

     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;

      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
 A  n  d He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
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     whose kingdom will have no end.
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” LSB 820
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SERMON

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Sit

OFFERING

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly
barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a
second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit
that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and
salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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Sit

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“The Law of God Is Good and Wise”  LSB 579

5 The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.
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“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  LSB 709

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
    Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
    From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
    Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
    Within Thy house forever!

Public domain

NUNC DIMITTIS
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A Let us pray. ... 

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go” LSB 920

5 We are the Church; Christ bids us show
    That in His Church all nations find 
Their hearth and home where Christ restores
    True peace, true love to all mankind.

© 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011618.
Public domain
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SOLI DEO GLORIA

THOSE WHO SERVE:
Pastor: Rev. Richard C. Mueller
Accompanist: Mrs. Cheryl McDuffie
Elder: Mr. Joel Hausmann  (Sat.)

Mr. Ryan Taylor (Sun.)
Ushers: Mr. Bart Dye & Mr. Chase Dye (Sat.)

Mr. Ron Brown & Mr. Owen Weber (Sun.)
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