
Let us pray:  Almighty God, heavenly Father, give
us grace to trust You during this time of illness and
distress. In mercy put an end to the epidemic that
afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and
comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical
personnel in their labors, and cause Your people
ever to serve You in righteousness and holiness;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

So many changes that we are facing in our society.
With Covid-19 on the loose and spreading across
our country. With health mandates or
recommendations, only 50 people in one place, no
now only 10 people. Keep a 6 foot social
distancing space between you and other people.
Those who are 70 or older, STAY HOME. Is there
going to be enough medical equipment, ventilators
for those who will need them? What am I going to
do about finances?  I can not go into work.
Schooling taking on a whole new way, working
over the internet and using Facebook, Zoom, and
other live streaming. Trying to live stream services
so that the Word of God is still proclaimed in this
no socializing time. Many states have issued
shelter-at-home orders, except to get medication
and food. What is going to be coming next? As far
as I know there has been no cases in the panhandle
of Nebraska. I pray that this epidemic will be over
quickly. That it will not effect us very much in our
part of Nebraska.

There is much anxiety and fear in our country, in
our town of Alliance, not knowing what is going to
happen next. We turn to God’s Word and find
comfort and strength in these circumstances. We
trust in God’s Salvation, Kindness, and Fatherly
care. We read in the Psalms:

Psalm 28:7—The LORD is my strength and my
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am
helped; my heart exults, and with my song
I give thanks to him. 

Psalm 27:1—The LORD is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I
be afraid?

Psalm 37:40—The LORD helps them and
delivers them; he delivers them from the

wicked and saves them, because they take
refuge in him.

Psalm 91:2-3, 5-6, 9-10— I will say to the
LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust.” For he will deliver
you from the snare of the fowler and from
the deadly pestilence. . . . You will not
fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow
that flies by day, nor the pestilence that
stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that
wastes at noonday. . . . Because you have
made the LORD your dwelling place—the
Most High, who is my refuge—no evil
shall be allowed to befall you, no plague
come near your tent.

During times like this we turn to God seeking His
favor according to His promises.

Psalm 40:16-17—But may all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you; may those who
love your salvation say continually, “Great
is the LORD!” As for me, I am poor and
needy, but the Lord takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer; do not
delay, O my God!

Psalm 38:21-22—Do not forsake me, O LORD!
O my God, be not far from me! Make
haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation!

Psalm 70:1—Make haste, O God, to deliver
me! O LORD, make haste to help me!

James 5:14-16—14 Is anyone among you sick?
Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And
the prayer of faith will save the one who is
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And
if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to
one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person has great power as it is
working. 

Psalm 91:15-16—When he calls to me, I will
answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him. With
long life I will satisfy him and show him
my salvation.”



Philippians 4:6—do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God.

God has promised to be with us through times like
this and God keeps His promise. We let our
requests be made known to God and we know that
He hears our prayers.

In times like this we are to show compassion to our
neighbor. In times like this we reach out to one
another and check on them to make sure they are
doing okay. We have a great example of one
showing compassion on others, Jesus Himself.

Matthew 9:36—When he saw the crowds, he
had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.

Luke 10:33—But a Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came to where he was, and
when he saw him, he had compassion.

1 John 3:17—But if anyone has the world’s
goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him?

Colossians 3:12—Put on then, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience,

We are to be compassionate towards our neighbor
and also be merciful. If we see a need, if we can,
we should help our neighbor in their need. We are
to be merciful as God says in His word.

Luke 6:36—Be merciful, even as your Father
is merciful.

Matthew 14:14—When he went ashore he saw
a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them and healed their sick.

John 13:35—By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

Hebrews 10:24—And let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good
works,

Psalm 41:1-3—Blessed is the one who
considers the poor! In the day of trouble
the LORD delivers him; the LORD protects
him and keeps him alive; he is called
blessed in the land; you do not give him
up to the will of his enemies. The LORD

sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness
you restore him to full health.

In times like this we find comfort and hope in
God’s Word. We seek God’s mercy in His
promises. For close to two thousand years both the
church and Christians have survived countless
plagues, famines, persecutions, and the fall of
civilizations. God’s Word and His Kingdom stands
forever. In these times we continue to hear God’s
Word and receive the Sacrament for our comfort
and salvation.

I know that we are not gathering at the church
building on the corner of 11th and Box Butte, but
we are still God’s Church. I encourage you to be in
God’s Word in your homes, have devotions, read
the Bible, watch our church services when we put
them up on the internet. I also encourage you to
call me to set up a time to receive the Sacrament of
the Altar. I can come to your home or you can
come to the church to receive this great gift God
gives to us. 

I encourage you to show compassion on your
neighbor, those you know, to check up on them and
make sure they are okay. Have mercy on them and
help them out if you can, offering to get groceries
or going to the pharmacy for them. Just calling and
saying hi can be a good thing to do.

Life is interrupted with this pandemic. We have
much anxiety and fear of not knowing what is
going to happen next. We remember that God’s
church will continue. May we draw closer to our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ knowing that He has
won the victory for us. Knowing that we have
forgiveness and life with Him forever. The Lord is
testing our faith and love in this Covid-19
pandemic. The Lord grant us His Holy Spirit so
that our faith may not fail and we are drawn closer
to our Lord. Amen.


