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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, Altamont, Illinois 

Saturday, September 30, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Sunday, October 1, at 8:30 AM 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leage Sunday 
Divine Service Setting Three 

 
Preservice Music/Ringing of the Bell/Welcome 
 
HYMN 826 HARK, THE VOICE OF JESUS CRYING 
 
(Stand) 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 

 

GLORIA PATRI ♫ LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE ♫ LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ♫ LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY ♫ 
P The Lord be with you. ♫ 

C And with thy spirit. ♫ 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 
authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing 
Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. ♫ 
 
(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the 
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, 
all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is 
mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a 
righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, 
he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, 
when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 
28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, 
are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and 
live.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 
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 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be 
poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and 
rejoice with me. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 

ALLELUIA ♫ LSB 190 
C ♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–27 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or 
from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

(Sit) 

CHILDREN'S TALK, SUNDAY 

HYMN   Serve the Lord with Gladness  (Tune: 662 LSB) 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone,  
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own 
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace, 
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face. 

Refrain: Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name. 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command 
To proclaim His Gospel, Now in every land 
So that fellow sinners, May, like us, be blest. 
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best. 
Refrain 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy 
Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ. 
As we build His kingdom, Angels, too, rejoice 
Over every sinner, Brought to hear His voice. 
Refrain                                  
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SERMON: “Hold Fast to the Word of Life!” Philippians 2:16 
 
(Stand) 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE PLEDGE  
 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love 
And His blood-bought gift of redemption, 

We dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; 
And in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, 

We pledge Him our willing service wherever and               
whenever He has need of us. 
We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, 

Our feet to go on His errands,  
Our voice to sing His praises,  

Our lips to proclaim His redeeming love,  
Our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, 

Our will to do His will, 
And every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost 
and erring  

Into eternal fellowship with Him. 

Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE ♫ LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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SANCTUS ♫ LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
 

PAX DOMINI ♫ LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI ♫ LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

594 GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT 
 

835 ON GALILEE’S HIGH MOUNTAIN 
 
(Stand) 

NUNC DIMITTIS ♫ LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according 

to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING ♫ LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C   and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

SALUTATION ♫ LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICAMUS ♫ LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION ♫ LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 
(Standing)  

HYMN 829 CHRIST THE ETERNAL LORD sts. 1–2 
1 Christ the eternal Lord, 

    Whose promise here we claim, 
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured 
    On all who name Your name; 
With thankfulness and praise 
    We stand before Your throne, 
Intent to serve You all our days 
    And make Your glory known. 

 
2 Christ the unchanging Word 

    To ev’ry passing age, 
Whose timeless teachings still are heard 
    Set forth on Scripture’s page; 
Transform our thought and mind, 
    Enlighten all who read, 
Within Your Word by faith to find 
    The bread of life indeed. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 
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