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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Saturday, September 9, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Sunday, September 10 at 8:30 AM 

Divine Service Setting Three 

 
Preservice Music/Ringing of the Bell/Welcome 
 

HYMN 814 O BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL 
1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

    Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
    Whose favors are divine. 

 
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 

    Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
    And without praises die! 

 
3 ’Tis He forgives thy sins; 

    ’Tis He relieves thy pain; 
’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
    And makes thee young again. 

 
4 He crowns thy life with love 

    When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
    Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 

 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 
6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT (Sung by all) ♫ 

How great are your works,  | O LORD!* 
 Your thoughts are  | very deep! 
It is good to give thanks  | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name,  | O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the  | morning,* 
 and your faithful- | ness by night, 
to the music of the lute  | and the harp,* 
 to the melody  | of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad  | by your work;* 
 at the works of your hands I  | sing for joy. 
How great are your works,  | O LORD!* 
 Your thoughts are  | very deep! 
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GLORIA PATRI ♫ LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE ♫ LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ♫ LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you.♫ 

C And with thy spirit. ♫ 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble 
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the 
things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. ♫ 
 
(Sit) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. 
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning 
from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 
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9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn 
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have 
delivered your soul.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 
no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted 
by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but 
also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay 
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very 
thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 
honor to whom honor is owed. 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. ♫ 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. ♫ 
  
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the 
midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever 
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
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 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that 
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 
8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands 
or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you 
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with 
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you 
think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of 
the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little 
ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 
16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. ♫ 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 

HYMN 820 MY SOUL, NOW PRAISE YOUR MAKER 
1 My soul, now praise your Maker! 

    Let all within me bless His name 
Who makes you full partaker 
    Of mercies more than you dare claim. 
Forget Him not whose meekness 
    Still bears with all your sin, 
Who heals your ev’ry weakness, 
    Renews your life within; 
Whose grace and care are endless 
    And saved you through the past; 
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless 
    But rights the wronged at last. 

2 He offers all His treasure 
    Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 
His love beyond all measure, 
    His yearning pity o’er distress; 
Nor treats us as we merit 
    But sets His anger by. 
The poor and contrite spirit 
    Finds His compassion nigh; 
And high as heav’n above us, 
    As dawn from close of day, 
So far, since He has loved us, 
    He puts our sins away. 

3 For as a tender father 
    Has pity on his children here, 
God in His arms will gather 
    All who are His in childlike fear. 
He knows how frail our powers, 
    Who but from dust are made. 
We flourish like the flowers, 
    And even so we fade; 
The wind but through them passes, 
    And all their bloom is o’er. 
We wither like the grasses; 
    Our place knows us no more. 
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4 His grace remains forever, 
    And children’s children yet shall prove 
That God forsakes them never 
    Who in true fear shall seek His love. 
In heav’n is fixed His dwelling, 
    His rule is over all; 
O hosts with might excelling, 
    With praise before Him fall. 
Praise Him forever reigning, 
    All you who hear His Word— 
Our life and all sustaining. 
    My soul, O praise the Lord! 

Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON “Become Like a Child Before God” Matthew 18:3 
 
(Stand) 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

Sharing of the Peace 
(Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
(Stand) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS ♫ LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
 

PAX DOMINI ♫ LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI ♫ LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
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605 FATHER WELCOMES 
ref Father welcomes all His children 

    To His fam’ly through His Son. 
Father giving His salvation, 
    Life forever has been won. 

 
1 Little children, come to Me, 

For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, 
Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 
2 In the water, in the Word, 

In His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe 
Shall be born again. Refrain 

 
3 Let us daily die to sin; 

Let us daily rise with Him, 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

Text: Robin Mann, 1949 
Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 

 

596 ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED 
1 All Christians who have been baptized, 

    Who know the God of heaven, 
And in whose daily life is prized 
    The name of Christ once given: 
Consider now what God has done, 
The gifts He gives to ev’ryone 
    Baptized into Christ Jesus! 

 
2 You were before your day of birth, 

    Indeed, from your conception, 
Condemned and lost with all the earth, 
    None good, without exception. 
For like your parents’ flesh and blood, 
Turned inward from the highest good, 
    You constantly denied Him. 

 
3 But all of that was washed away— 

    Immersed and drowned forever. 
The water of your Baptism day 
    Restored again whatever 
Old Adam and his sin destroyed 
And all our sinful selves employed 
    According to our nature. 
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4 In Baptism we now put on Christ— 
    Our shame is fully covered 
With all that He once sacrificed 
    And freely for us suffered. 
For here the flood of His own blood 
Now makes us holy, right, and good 
    Before our heav’nly Father. 

 
5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

 
6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 

 
 
(Stand) 
 

THANKSGIVING ♫ LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

SALUTATION ♫ LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICAMUS ♫ LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION ♫ LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

HYMN 965 GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND 
1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
    Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
    By Thy great might. 

 
2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 
    On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
    God save the state! 

Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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