
1 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Saturday, July 22, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Sunday, July 23, at 8:30 AM 

Divine Service Setting Four, Lutheran Service Book 

 
Thank you to Pastor Gary Fortkamp for conducting services 
today. 
 
Music Prelude/Ringing of the Bell/Welcome 
 
HYMN 684 COME UNTO ME, YE WEARY 
1 “Come unto Me, ye weary, 

    And I will give you rest.” 
O blessèd voice of Jesus, 
    Which comes to hearts oppressed! 
It tells of benediction, 
    Of pardon, grace, and peace, 
Of joy that hath no ending, 
    Of love that cannot cease. 

 
2 “Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, 

    And I will give you light.” 
O loving voice of Jesus, 
    Which comes to cheer the night! 
Our hearts were filled with sadness, 
    And we had lost our way; 
But Thou hast brought us gladness 
    And songs at break of day. 

 
3 “Come unto Me, ye fainting, 

    And I will give you life.” 
O cheering voice of Jesus, 
    Which comes to aid our strife! 
The foe is stern and eager, 
    The fight is fierce and long; 
But Thou hast made us mighty 
    And stronger than the strong. 

 
4 “And whosoever cometh, 

    I will not cast him out.” 
O patient love of Jesus, 
    Which drives away our doubt, 
Which, though we be unworthy 
    Of love so great and free, 
Invites us very sinners 
    To come, dear Lord, to Thee! 
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand)(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism.) 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, 
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT Psalm 86:11–15; antiphon: v. 6 

P Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
 listen to my plea for grace. 

C Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; 
 unite my heart to fear your name. 

P I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
 and I will glorify your name forever. 

C For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
 you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
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P O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless 
men seek my life, 
 and they do not set you before them. 

C But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 

C listen to my plea for grace. 

 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to 
holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 
6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 
 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 
in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 

ALLELUIA LSB 205 

 
 

VERSE LSB 205 

 

 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 205 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 24Jesus put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 
25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the 
master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to 
them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do 
you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering 
the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow 
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 
Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. 
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The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed 
them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it 
be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S TALK (Sunday) 
 
HYMN 570 JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA 
1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON “COME TO ME” Matthew 11:28 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
(Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of 
the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).) 
 
(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
(Stand) 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
(Sit) 
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 
3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

576 MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 
ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
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4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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(Sit) 

CLOSING HYMN 725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY 
FATHER 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 
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