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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Saturday, July 15, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Sunday, July 16 at 8:30 AM 

Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book 

 
Prelude, Ringing of the Bell, Welcome 
 

HYMN 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty sts. 1–3 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 

    Zion, let me enter there, 
Where my soul in joyful duty 
    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessèd is this place, 
Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; 

    Come Thou also unto me. 
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
    There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, O enter Thou; 
Let it be Thy temple now! 

 
3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 
Let my soul, where it is planted, 
    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be 
Fruitful unto life in me. 

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand) (The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism.) 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT  Psalm 103:15–19; antiphon: v. 8 

P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

C As for man, his days are like grass; 
 he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
 and its place knows it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who fear him, 
 and his righteousness to children’s children, 
to those who keep his covenant 
 and remember to do his commandments. 
The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 
 and his kingdom rules over all. 
 

P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

GLORIA PATRI ♫ LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 
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KYRIE ♫ LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ♫ LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. ♫ 

 
P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
(Sit) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
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 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat 
down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but 
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him 
hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 
along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no 
root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is 
the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
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     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

CHILDREN'S TALK ON SUNDAY 
 

HYMN 577 ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON “God, Make Us to Be Good Soil for Your 
Promises.” Matthew 13 
 
(Stand) 

OFFERTORY ♫ LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
 



8 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

AGNUS DEI ♫ LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

861 CHRIST BE MY LEADER 
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 

 
 

602 THE GIFTS CHRIST FREELY GIVES 
1 The gifts Christ freely gives 

    He gives to you and me 
To be His Church, His bride, 
    His chosen, saved and free! 
Saints blest with these rich gifts 
    Are children who proclaim 
That they were won by Christ 
    And cling to His strong name. 
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2 The gifts flow from the font 

    Where He calls us His own; 
New life He gives that makes 
    Us His and His alone. 
Here He forgives our sins 
    With water and His Word; 
The triune God Himself 
    Gives pow’r to call Him Lord. 

 
3 The gifts of grace and peace 

    From absolution flow; 
The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
    For us to trust and know. 
Forgiveness that we need 
    Is granted to us there; 
The Lord of mercy sends 
    Us forth in His blest care. 

 
4 The gifts are there each day 

    The holy Word is read; 
God’s children listen, hear, 
    Receive, and they are fed. 
Christ fills them with Himself, 
    Blest words that give them life, 
Restoring and refreshing 
    Them for this world’s strife. 

 
5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 
Beneath the bread and wine 
    Is food from Calvary. 
The body and the blood 
    Remove our ev’ry sin; 
We leave His presence in 
    His peace, renewed again. 

 
6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 
The triune God in love 
    Assures our life above. 
His means of grace for us 
    Are gifts He loves to give; 
All thanks and praise for His 
    Great love by which we live! 

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 
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629 WHAT IS THIS BREAD 
1 What is this bread? 

Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 
2 What is this wine? 

The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

 
3 So who am I, 

That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 
4 Yet is God here? 

Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 
5 Is this for me? 

I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 
    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 

 
(Stand) 

THE DISMISSAL LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

SALUTATION LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 
(Sit) 

CLOSING HYMN 643 SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING 
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
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2 With praise and thanksgiving 
    To God ever-living, 
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 
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