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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
            Evening Prayer for Lent 
         Wednesday, March 22, 2023 

6:30 PM 
The Crosses of Lent 

The Greek Cross-Suffering 

 
+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 
(Stand as the minister enters) 
 

VERSICLES  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

PHOS HILARON LSB 244 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 
L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 

Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, 
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

+ PSALMODY + 
PSALM 141 LSB 245 
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PSALM PRAYER 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 
whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PASSION READING John 19:18-42 
L A reading from John, chapter 19. 
18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 
and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on 
the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of 
the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, 
‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his 
tunic.[a] But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for 
it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 
“They divided my garments among them, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus 
were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

The Death of Jesus 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 
Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 
mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Jesus' Side Is Pierced 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not 
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), 
the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might 
be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, 
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and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came 
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness—his 
testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also 
may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another 
Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

Jesus Is Buried 

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 
away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus[b] by 
night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 
pounds[c] in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it 
in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now 
in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of 
the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they 
laid Jesus there. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
READING 1 Peter 2:21-25 
L A reading from 1 Peter, Chapter 2. 
   21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 
steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him 
who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have 
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

FINAL READING RESPONSE LSB 247 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 
 HYMN 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
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Who, Thyself for me once giving 
    To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 
I eternal life inherit. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 
    O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
From the bonds of sin forever. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 
    Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
Blessing unto me securing. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 
    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 
That as Thine Thou mightest own me 
And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
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6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 
    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: The Cross of Suffering 
 
OFFERING IS GATHERED 
 

+ PRAYER + 
(Stand) 

LITANY LSB 249 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 
Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 
give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(Stand) 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

HYMN 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 

 
2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 

    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 

 
3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 

    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 

 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 

 



10 

 

Stay for a meal after the service. The free-will offering 
supports Immanuel Lutheran Youth Fellowship. 
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