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CHRIST HAS DIED. CHRIST HAS RISEN. 
CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN! 
We were buried with Christ through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life. Romans 6:4 

Holy week is near. It’s my favorite week of the year. On 
Sunday the children walk in procession with palms. It’s a 
throwback to the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  
He came to triumph for all of us. There he engaged in 
spiritual battle against our greatest enemies. The devil 
tempts us to sin. The world we live in turns against God and 
his people, ridiculing us for trusting in Jesus. Our own sinful 
nature assaults us with apathy, laziness, and passion for 
things that mean little in the course of our life. Through his 
life Jesus faced all of these, especially in the week leading 
up to his death. He triumphed over them all. Accusations fell 
short of his holiness. His body groaned to be burdened by 
the pain of the cross. Death claimed him but could not hold 
him. He stayed true to his purpose all the way to death and 
out the other side. He did it all for us.  
On Easter we celebrate what we could never do for 
ourselves is given to us as a gift. The righteousness God 
demands of us is supplied by Jesus to all who will receive it. 
Jesus died and rose again, and now lives and reigns over us 
forever. He can defeat all our enemies as we put our trust in 
him. Only Jesus is worthy of our complete trust. He will 
never let us down.  
At Easter the altar is beset by the most beautiful flowers, but 
nothing can compare to the beauty of what he has done for 
us. We will live forever in God’s favor because of Jesus’ gift 
to us. The above passage tells us that we have already died 
when we were baptized into Christ. There God gave us a 
new life that will last forever. When Jesus returns in his 
glorious body, our bodies will be raised from the grave in 
forms more beautiful than ever before. In the meantime, we 
live our new life in Christ, right now.  
This Easter while our sanctuary is being renovated, we will 
have Easter Day services at the Carriage House Event 
Center in Altamont. I look forward to that day when I am 
blessed to preach the good news to you again.  

 Have a blessed and holy week, 
 Pastor Wright 
 

Confirmation Class 2023 The examination of 
catechumens will be Saturday, April 22nd at 5 PM followed by 
the regular 6 PM worship service. Sunday, April 23rd will 
begin with the regular 8:30 AM parish hall worship service, 
followed by a special worship service of confirmation at 10 
AM in the ALIS gym (no 11 AM service). This year’s 
confirmands are Parker Bell, Blake Berg, Lucas Berg, 
Adelyn Denton, Linkyn Denton, Joseph Frederking, Cooper 
Hankins, Laila Hankins, Zayden Lankford, Zaine Miller, Ella 
Nelson, Elise Osteen, Jackson Pagone, Landon Savage, 
Kennedi Schultz, Kaiden Wolff.  
What is Confirmation: It is not a sacrament, but a rite of the 
church that says, “Here is a Christian who is properly 
baptized into Christ, has received essential teachings of the 
faith from the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism, is able to 
confess their sins and the articles of faith in their own words, 
knows how forgiveness comes to them by God’s grace 
alone, and is living a life of good works.” The person 
promises to continue in faith and in support of the 
congregation. Remember when you were confirmed, either 
as a teenager or as an adult?  
 

Holy Week 
Worship Schedule 

 
Palm Sunday, April 2nd  

Procession at 8:30 AM / 11 AM 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th  
Service w/the Lord’s Supper at 6:30 PM 

 

Good Friday, April 7th  
Prayer Service at Noon. 

Service of Darkness at 6:30 PM          
(No Saturday service) 

Easter Sunday, April 9th at the 
Carriage House Event Center 

Sunrise Service at 6 AM                 
Light Breakfast at 7 AM 

Easter Festival Service at 9 AM           
(No Sunday School or Bible Classes) 
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How does God talk to you? 
Is it a quiet whisper in your heart or are the words of the 
Bible popping off the page? It’s easy to think God is ignoring 
you. It’s hard to discern what He is trying to say. After all I 
haven’t heard God talk to me like He did to some in the 
Bible, a loud booming voice of direction. I wish it were that 
simple! 
God speaks to us in many ways, but oftentimes we aren’t 
paying enough attention to hear him. We must be in His 
Word, in church, in prayer, we must surround ourselves with 
like-minded Christians and seek the support of our loved 
ones. In each of these ways God speaks to us. He allows us 
to hear the wisdom from above through these means. God is 
loving, but He wants us to take action! How many of you 
have stayed friends with someone who never responds to 
your phone calls or text messages? You see a friend at the 
store and say, “hi” and they just ignore you. It’s not fun being 
friends with that person. It’s hard. You don’t know what 
they’re thinking, feeling, if they are having a bad day or just 
don’t like you. God knows our hearts, but that doesn’t mean 
He wants a one-sided relationship. Just as you feel bad 
when a friend wants nothing to do with you, God doesn’t like 
being cast aside, being second choice (or third or fourth) 
when we ignore time in Word and prayer or when we have 
better things to do than attend church.  
He wants to hear from you! Much more—He wants us to 
hear from Him! And how can we do that if we don’t pay 
attention to Him? When we do hear from God (however that 
may come about) we must compare that message to 
Scripture, pray about it, and continually learn what God has 
in store for us. The devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking those to devour… but he also prowls around like a 
sneaky snake trying to trick us into believing the lies of this 
world. Trying to trick us into thinking we don’t need God or 
even that God doesn’t love us.  
God’s love for you is so big that He sent His only Son to 
earth. To be humbled as a human, to live a sinless life, to die 
on the cross, so that you might live! God wants to talk to you. 
He wants to show you how to live a life of love in Christ. So 
pick up your Bible, or bow your head to pray. Spend time 
with God that is probably much needed!  

 
With All Joy & Peace, 
Andy Dahnke 

Youth & Family 
Women’s Bible Study (Formerly Young Women’s Bible 
Study)- Invites women of all ages to join us! Talk to Andy 
about meeting times.  
Easter Breakfast Youth will be providing a light breakfast 
after Sunrise Service on Easter Morning. This will include 
fruits, muffins and breads, milk, orange juice, and coffee. 

Renovation Committee 
Hello Immanuel Friends,  
Everything with the project is going as planned. All the 
drywall is now complete. The ceiling in the narthex has been 
raised, and really looks nice.  
Roepke Painting is set up and working on lightly sanding our 
wood ceiling and resealing it to restore and preserve the 
wood for many years to come. From there, painting the walls 
will begin. We are all really excited to see this get started. 
We are working on making final decisions on the sound 
equipment. We hope to have that complete soon. 
We would like to thank everyone who supported the Pork 
Dinner. With such a wonderful turnout a total of $7,116.00 
was raised for the Renovation Project. Speaking of eating 
and giving for a good cause, please mark April 16th on your 
social calendar. The Schultz family and the Ramsey family 
are sponsoring a delicious dinner to be held at the Carriage 
House. Free will donation with all money going to the 
Renovation Project. This is open to the public. Look for all 
the delicious details below. 
At the time of printing our total is $85,490. Thank you. 
On a side note, I would just like to say how wonderful it has 
been to watch us as a congregation work together to see this 
through. We have adapted very well to worship in the parish 
hall. I love seeing so many smiling faces and feel excitement 
in the air. This project has brought us together in a very 
special way. What a Blessing!! Please keep us in your 
prayers. 

God’s Blessings,   
Nancy Bowman 
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Prayer Corner  
Healing: Heather Davis, Abbey Franzen, 
Sharon Hiser, Helen Klitzing, Myong Mayfield, 
Ken Milleville, Russell Phillips, Evelyn 
Shumaker, Jenny Wendling  
Lutheran Missionary: Ted Krey and family  

Government: That authorities would seek justice, peace 
and the good of all—young, old and unborn. 
World Peace: An end to violence and for harmony among 
nations—especially for Ukraine and Russia. 
Persecution: Those who are persecuted for their faith in 
Jesus, that they may remain faithful.  
First Responders: Law enforcement, fire fighters, EMTs 
and paramedics who we lean on in times of crisis and when 
we need help and protection.  
Military: Men and women who are defending freedom—
especially for Jake Goldstein serving in the USAF and all 
others who are sacrificing by leaving their family and friends 
during times of deployment.   
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be on April 30th at 1:30. The 
Lutheran High School Study Committee will ask the 
congregation to participate in a synod feasibility study with 
five other local LCMS congregations. This is not a decision 
to form a high school, but to agree to participate in a study 
program offered by the LCMS to see if it is viable in our area. 
A Renovation Fundraiser Dinner will be held on Sunday, 
April 16th at the Carriage House Event Center in Altamont. 
This will be a free-will donation event with dine-in and carry-
out, serving from 10:30 AM -- 1 PM. The menu includes fried 
chicken, bone-in ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, beef & 
noodles, vegetable, slaw, roll, dessert and drink. Sponsors 
include Deb's Catering, The Giving Plate, the Schultz Family 
and the Ramsey Family. 
Ladies Aid Meeting Thursday, April 13th, 7:00 PM. Devotion 
by Ruth Ann Spilker; topic is Immanuel Lutherans for Life. 
Hostesses: Christine Alwardt, Linda Baginski and Karen 
Richter. 
CEFS Meal Deliveries for Immanuel are May 1 – 5 and  
May 8 – 12.  
Church Secretary - Now accepting resumes for part-time 
Immanuel church secretary position. Send to 
immbarbb@gmail.com or hand to Barb Busby in the office.  

Commemorative History Book for Immanuel is being planned 
by the 150th Anniversary Committee. If you have special 
memories, photos, etc. to share, look for this box in the Parish 
Hall Lobby or in Parish Hall for worship services. Carefully 
identify what you submit and include return information.  
Have you scheduled a photo session? Every family and 
household please get your picture in this directory for the 150th 
anniversary year. A purchase is not required and you receive a 
free photo 8”x10” photo and directory book. It will be a special 
year for us. Go online or call the office for assistance in 
scheduling for one of these remaining dates: April 11th – 14th 
between 2 – 8:30 pm.  

VBS is scheduled for 
Tuesday May 30th – 
Friday June 2nd (9 
AM until noon). This 
year’s theme is 
“God’s living water 
covered in Jesus’ 
grace!”  

The Holy Land (Oct 29 – Nov 7, 2024) A 10-day trip with 
Pastor & Lisa Wright, visiting:  

CAESAREA * HAIFA * NAZARETH * TIBERIAS * SEA OF 
GALILEE * BETHLEHEM * JERICHO * JERUSALEM 

 Round-trip airfare from Chicago 
 Accommodations in first class/select hotels  
 Breakfast & dinner daily 
 English-speaking local guide  
 Comprehensive sightseeing  
 Admission fees, taxes and service charges 
 Transfers to/from airports  

Contact Pastor Wright at jimwright1961@gmail.com or call 
217-994-1116 for details. Brochures are available on the 
parish hall shelf.   

$4199 from 
CHICAGO 

($3499 + $700 
govt taxes/ 
surcharges) 


