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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 19 at 11:00 AM 

Music Prelude 
Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome 

(Stand) 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
Reader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 

R  My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the 
net. 

C  One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I 
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 
upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

R  For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal 
me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around 
me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will 
sing and make melody to the LORD. Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

R  My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C  For he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

 
THE BAPTISM SONG   “Father Welcomes”  

  Refrain:  Father welcomes all His children 
            to His fam’ly through His Son. 
          Father giving His salvation, 
            life forever has been won. 

1 Little children, come to Me, 
For My kingdom is of these. 
Life and love I have to give, 
Mercy for your sin.                Refrain 

2 In the water, in the Word, 
In His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe 
Shall be born again.             Refrain 

 

THE BAPTISM of Cooper Joe Esker             

3    Let us daily die to sin;  
      Let us daily rise with Him, 
      Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,  
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      Live in the peace of God.    Refrain   

   Text: Robin Mann, b. 1949; Tune: Robin Mann, b. 1949 

CONFESSION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

People: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us 
as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. 
Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 
give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

R THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                   Isaiah 42:14–21 
For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste 
mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into 
islands, and dry up the pools. And I will lead the blind in a way that they do 
not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the 
darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These 
are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are turned back and 
utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, 
“You are our gods.” Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 
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Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who 
is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? He sees 
many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not 
hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law 
and make it glorious.    

R This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

R THE EPISTLE READING                             Ephesians 5:8-14  
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when 
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  

R This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

“God Will Make a Way”    
God will make a way where there seems to be no way, 
He works in ways we cannot see, 
He will make a way for me. 
He will be my guide, hold me closely to His side, 
With love and strength for each new day, 
He will make a way, He will make a way.    Repeat. 
© 1990 Integrity's Hosanna! Music  CCLI. 187269  P & W 40 

GOSPEL READING                                              John 9:1-41 

P The holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.  

And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, 
or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?” Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
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anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received 
his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, 
and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said 
again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened 
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But 
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” (His parents said these 
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that 
if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 
synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the 
second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, 
“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, 
“Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 
but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 
listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and 
would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had 
cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus 
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He 
said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I 
came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who 
see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these 
things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
guilt remains. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By Whom all things were made; Who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, And 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, And was made 
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again 
according to the scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sits 
at the right hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom will have 
no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the 
Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for 
the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

THE CHILDREN’S TALK 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY         
LSB 425 WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Text: Public domain 
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THE SERMON  I SEE, Isaiah 42:14-21 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Lord, in Your mercy…Hear our prayer.  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
(Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the 
Lord, saying “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:1-3) 

(Sit) 

OFFERING IS GATHERED  

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P “We thank you, our Father, for the holy vine of your servant David, which 
you have made known to us through your servant Jesus. Glory to you 
forever. We thank you, our Father, for the life and knowledge you have 
made known to us through Jesus your servant. Glory be yours forever. Just 
as this piece of bread is made of grain that was scattered over many hills, 
and was gathered together and became one, so let your church be gathered 
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. For the glory and the 
power are yours through Jesus Christ forever.” (From “The Didache: The Teaching 

of the Twelve” The oldest written catechism, dated around 150 A.D.) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION are said by the pastor. 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

  “Think About His Love” 
Think about His love, think about His Goodness. 
Think about His grace that’s brought us through. 
For as high as the heavens above  
So great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
Great is the measure of our Father’s love. 
Great is the measure of our Father’s love.  Repeat: 
©1992 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music  CCLI # 187269  P&W 50  
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 “Jesus, Please Watch Over Us” 
As we step from the edge of morning,  
feet can’t tell where to take us; 
Here’s a light that will shine forever,  
Here’s the light that will guide us. 
Jesus, please watch over us.   
Jesus, please take care of us. 

Trouble comes, and we search for safety,  
we forget that you hold us; 
Fill our minds so that we remember,  
say once more that you love us. 
Jesus, please watch over us.   
Jesus, please take care of us. 

Danger meets us at every moment,  
death is never in hiding; 
You are stronger than any danger,  
You are stronger than dying. 
Jesus, please watch over us.   
Jesus, please take care of us. 

In Your life is the Father’s welcome,  
in Your death there is freedom; 
Be our life and our death forever,  
Be our new resurrection. 
Jesus, please watch over us.   
Jesus, please take care of us. 
 ©Robin Mann; Kevin Mayhew LTD      CCLI # 187269    OSB 163  

“You Are My All in All” 

  You are my strength when I am weak,  
     You are the treasure that I seek, You are my all in all; 
    Seeking You as a precious jewel,  
     Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool, You are my all in all.  

 Refrain: Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name; 
                Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 

   Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, 
     Rising again, I bless Your name,  You are my all in all; 
     When I fall down, You pick me up, 
      When I am dry, You fill my cup, You are my all in all.             

                                                       Refrain 
              Matthew 6:21© 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. CCLI #187269  BB 243 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, Holy Father, for your holy name, which you have made dwell 
in our hearts, and for knowledge and faith and immortality, which you have made 
known to us through Jesus your servant; glory to you forever. You, almighty 
Master, have created all things for your name’s sake, you have given men food 
and drink to enjoy, that they may give you thanks, but you have granted us 
spiritual food and drink and everlasting life through your servant. Above all we 
thank you that you are mighty; glory to you forever. Remember, Lord, your 
church, to save it from all evil ad to make it perfect in your love, and gather it 
together in its holiness from the four winds, into your kingdom which you have 
prepared for it. For the power and the glory are yours forever. Let your favor come 
and this world pass away. Hosanna to the God of David! If anyone is holy, let him 
come; if anyone is not, let him repent. Lord, come quickly! (Also from The 
Didache.) 

C: Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION   

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen!                                                                     

"Cry of My Heart" 

Refrain: 
It is the cry of my heart to follow You. 
It is the cry of my heart to be close to You. 
It is the cry of my heart to follow all of the days of my life. 
 

Teach me Your holy ways, oh Lord, 
So I can walk in Your truth. 
Teach me Your holy ways, oh Lord, 
And make me wholly devoted to You.   Refrain 
 
Open my eyes so I can see 
The wonderful things that You do. 
Open my heart up, more and more, 
And make it wholly devoted to You.    Refrain 
© 1991 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Music Services)CCLI # 187269  GMP 101 

 
 


