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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Evening Prayer for Lent 

Wednesday, March 8, 2023 
6:30 PM 

The Crosses of Lent 
The Anchor Cross-Hope 

 
+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 

 
(Stand as the minister enters) 
 

VERSICLES  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

PHOS HILARON LSB 244 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245 
L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 

Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, 
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

+ PSALMODY + 
PSALM 141 LSB 245 
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PSALM PRAYER 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 
minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 
whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PASSION READING Mark 14:43-52 
L A reading from Mark, chapter 14. 
 43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead 
him away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he went up to him at once 
and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And they laid hands on him and 
seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck 
the servant[a] of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to 
them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 
capture me? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 And they all 
left him and fled. 

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his 
body. And they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away 
naked. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
READING Hebrews 6:13-20 
L A reading from Hebrews, chapter 6. 
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one 
greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will 
bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham,[a] having patiently 
waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater 
than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for 
confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the 
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 
guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might 
have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We 
have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 
into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A43-52&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24794a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A13-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30043a
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forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek. 
 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

FINAL READING RESPONSE LSB 247 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
(Sit) 

HYMN 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 
ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

 
4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon: The Anchor Cross—Hope as the Anchor of the 
Soul 
 
OFFERING IS GATHERED 
 

+ PRAYER + 
(Stand) 
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LITANY LSB 249 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 
Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 
give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(Stand) 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
 
(Sit) 
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CLOSING HYMN 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 
All the light of sacred story 
    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
    Adds more luster to the day. 

 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
    Joys that through all time abide. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

Stay for a meal after the service. The free-will offering 
supports Immanuel Lutheran Youth Fellowship. 
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