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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Altamont, Illinois 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sunday, January 29 at 11:00 AM 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 
R In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

R   For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C  but the way of the wicked will perish. 

R  Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C  nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

R  but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

C  and on his law he meditates day and night. 

R  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. 

C  In all that he does, he prospers. 

R  The wicked are not so, 

C  but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

R  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C  nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

R  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C  but the way of the wicked will perish. Glory be to the Father and 
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

“He is Exalted” 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise Him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted and I will praise His name! 
He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign; 
Heaven and earth rejoice in His holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. Repeat. 
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(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
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 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
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whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

”Make Me a Servant” 
Make me a servant, humble and meek, 
Lord, let me lift up those who are weak, 
And may the prayer of my heart always be: 
Make me a servant, make me a servant, 
Make me a servant today.      Repeat. 
©1983 Maranatha! Music/Willing Heart Music.  CCLI 187269  RMP 236 

(Stand)        

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 

 1Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

ABSOLUTION  
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER 
P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and 
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  
 
(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S TALK (Sunday) 

 
HYMN 982 BLEST ARE THEY 
1 Blest are they, the poor in spirit; 

Theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; 
They shall be consoled. Refrain 

ref Rejoice and be glad! 
Blessèd are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God. 

2 Blest are they, the lowly ones; 
They shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; 
They shall have their fill. Refrain 

3 Blest are they who show mercy; 
Mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; 
They shall see God! Refrain 

4 Blest are they who seek peace; 
They are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; 
The glory of God is theirs. Refrain 

5 Blest are you who suffer hate, 
All because of Me. 
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Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; 
Shine for all to see. Refrain 

Text: David Haas, 1957 
Text: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 

 

SERMON Paradox Blessings, Matthew 5:1-12 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING IS GATHERED 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Christ, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

C Have mercy upon us and grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
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"Renew Me" 
 Chorus:  Renew me, repair me, refresh me, restore me. 
               Renew a right spirit within me. 
               Redeem me, recharge me, revise me, revive me. 
              Create in me a clean heart. 

For You alone are my strength, my song. 
Your love redeems me, makes right of my wrong. 
Savior, and Shepherd, my Master and King, 
Restore my joy, so my spirit can sing. Chorus 

For You alone can restore my soul, 
Your love repairs me, turns broken to whole. 
Almighty God, You remove all my sin. 
You give me life in Your Spirit within. Chorus 

For You alone give me pow’r to start, 
Your love is kindling a pureness of heart. 
Maker, Creator of all that is new, 
Help me, revise me, so I’m more like You. Chorus 

For You alone are a precious gift, 
Your love renews me, You give me a lift. 
Jesus, Forgiver of all ev’rywhere. 
Jesus, Lifegiver, I live in Your care. Chorus           

  Psalm 51:10 ©1999 Lana Gibbons  BB 189 

 

"Grace Alone" 
Ev'ry promise we can make, ev'ry prayer and step of faith, 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb, ev'ry ray of hope we shine, 
Ev'ry blessing left behind is only by His grace. 

   Chorus:  
  Grace alone which God supplies,  
                  Strength unknown He will provide; 
  Christ in us, our Cornerstone, 
  We will go forth in grace alone. 

Ev'ry soul we long to reach, ev'ry heart we hope to teach, 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry loving word we say, ev'ry tear we wipe away, 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace.  Chorus. 

  Ending:    Grace alone which God supplies,  
                  Strength unknown He will provide; 
  Christ in us, our Cornerstone, 
  We will go forth in grace alone. 

 We will go forth in grace alone.                                          
© 1998 Maranatha! Music CCLI #187269  BoB 77 
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“Surely the Presence of the Lord Is in This Place” 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angels' wings,  
I see glory on each face; 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
© 1977 (Admin. by Integrated Copyright Group, Inc.) CCLI # 187269  RMP 285 
 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 
(Stand) 
 

THANKSGIVING 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray… 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen 

 
"Give Us Clean Hands"   
    We bow our hearts, we bend our knees 
    Oh Spirit, come, make us humble. 
    We turn our eyes from evil things 
    Oh Lord, we cast down our idols. 
Chorus: 

 Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts. 
 Let us not lift our souls to another, 
 Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts. 
 Let us not lift our souls to another.                                                   
 And God, let us be a generation that seeks, 
 That seeks your face, oh God of Jacob. 
 Oh God, let us be a generation that seeks, 
   That seeks your face, oh God of Jacob.     Repeat all. 
Ending:  Chorus again 
 © 2000 Worshiptogether.com Songs |Sixsteps Music CCLI License No. 187269 


