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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Altamont, Illinois 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Saturday, January 28, 2023 at 6:00 PM 
Sunday, January 29 at 8:30 AM 

Divine Service III, page 184 in Lutheran Service Book 

 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN 842 SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing 
    That Your people should be one, 
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Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT  
(On Saturday, spoken by response) Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 
(On Sunday, sung by Immanuel Singers) 

P For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

C and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. 

C In all that he does, he prospers. 

P The wicked are not so, 

C but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

P For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

GLORIA PATRI ♫ LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE♫ LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. ♫ 

C And with thy spirit. ♫ 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers 
that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and 
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. ♫ 
 
(Sit) 
(Men’s Choir sings on Sunday) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL (spoken by all) Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand)       LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.♫ 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.♫ 
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 1Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.♫ 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S TALK (Sunday) 

 
HYMN 982 BLEST ARE THEY 
1 Blest are they, the poor in spirit; 

Theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; 
They shall be consoled. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice and be glad! 

Blessèd are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God. 

 
2 Blest are they, the lowly ones; 

They shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; 
They shall have their fill. Refrain 

 
3 Blest are they who show mercy; 

Mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; 
They shall see God! Refrain 

 
4 Blest are they who seek peace; 

They are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; 
The glory of God is theirs. Refrain 

 
5 Blest are you who suffer hate, 

All because of Me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; 
Shine for all to see. Refrain 

Text: David Haas, 1957 
Text: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 
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SERMON Paradox Blessings, Matthew 5:1-12 
 
(Stand) 

OFFERTORY ♫ LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE ♫ LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS ♫ LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
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PAX DOMINI LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI ♫ LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 
 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

782 GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS 
1 Gracious God, You send great blessings 

    New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, 
    For Your love we offer praise. Refrain 

 
ref Lord, we pray that we, Your people 

    Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings 
    May bring glory to Your name. 

 
2 By Your Word You formed creation 

    Filled with creatures large and small; 
As we tend that endless treasure 
    May our care encircle all. Refrain 

 
3 In His earthly life, our Savior 

    Knew the care of faithful friends; 
May our deeds of dedication 
    Offer love that never ends. Refrain 

 
 4 Heav’nly Father, may our caring 

    Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
    Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 

 

619 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 
1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 

    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever, 
    By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain 
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ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 

    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Who can condemn me now? For surely 

    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely 
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain 

 
4 Though death may threaten with disaster, 

    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the master 
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain 

 
5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling, 
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 

 
(Stand) 

NUNC DIMITTIS ♫ LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according 

to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING ♫ LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray… 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION ♫ LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
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C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICAMUS ♫ LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION ♫ LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
(Sit) 

CLOSING HYMN 680 THINE THE AMEN, THINE THE 
PRAISE 

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 
    Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head 
    Thine the breaking of the bread 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
    Thine the harvest then the cup 
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

 
2 Thine the life eternally 

    Thine the promise let there be 
Thine the vision Thine the tree 
    All the earth on bended knee 
Gone the nailing gone the railing 
    Gone the pleading gone the cry 
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

 
3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 

    Thine the table we the guest 
Thine the mercy all from Thee 
    Thine the glory yet to be 
Then the ringing and the singing 
    Then the end of all the war 
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

 
4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 

    Thine the wonder full surprise 
Thine the banquet then the praise 
    Then the justice of Thy ways 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
    Then the welcome to the least 
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

 
5 Thine the glory in the night 

    No more dying only light 
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Thine the river Thine the tree 
    Then the Lamb eternally 
Then the holy holy holy 
    Celebration jubilee 
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 
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