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From the Pastor  
  Forty Years in the Wilderness 

God saved his people from 430 years of slavery in Egypt. 
They waited that long to be set free. Then God led them 
through the wilderness of the Middle 
East for 40 years. That is an incredibly 
long time to wait for something. God said 
it would be worth it, and he took care of 
them all that time. In the desert He 
provided bread and water and quail to 
eat. Their shoes did not wear out, and 
their feet did not swell (Deuteronomy 
8:4). He watched over them all the way. 

The renovation of Immanuel sanctuary is 
well under way. About 75 people came 
on January 7TH to move furniture, take 
apart pews, remove light fixtures and 
scrape the floor. As I write this, an organ 
company is carefully removing the pipes 
from the organ and sealing up the organ cabinet.  

Last Sunday we began worshipping our Lord in the Parish 
Hall. It is different and a little more crowded than our 
sanctuary, but God is doing His work there just as 
powerfully as He always has. His word is read and 
preached, the Lord’s Supper is received, we sing praises 
to God and offer our prayers.  

We don’t know for certain how long it will be until the 
sanctuary is ready for us to worship there again, because 
of different workers and materials. But we do know that 
when we return the worship space will be beautiful and 
functional.  

When we worship Jesus, we should remember that the 
world waited thousands of years for the Word to become 
flesh and dwell among us. We are waiting for Jesus to 
return and set us free from the sinful, difficult world, and 
lead us to paradise. We ask for God’s patience to us as 
we wait to worship in the sanctuary once again.  

God loves us through Jesus. He is the one we worship. He 
is the reason for the grace we have to approach God’s 
altar, whether on earth at church, or in heaven through 
prayer.  

My concern is that you continue to come to services during 
this time. Don’t give in to the sinful thought that if we are 

not in the sanctuary it won’t be as good a service. God is 
calling for you to come to his house. Will you answer His 
invitation and attend? He promises a blessing to you 
through the preaching of his cross (We preach Christ 
crucified)! 

If you have difficulty hearing, we have simple 
hearing assistance units at the front of the 
room. Just turn it on and set the volume. You 
can bring your own headphone or use ours.  

Gifts are coming in for the renovation costs. I 
hope you will consider being a part of this 
project by making a generous donation to the 
effort. It will be worth it for many years to come. 

Thanks be to God we have a house of worship. 
I thank God for all of you who support word and 
sacrament ministry in our church and school. 

In the love of Jesus,  

Pastor James Wright 

 

The Crosses of Lent Begins February 22 

“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified.” Paul said this when he 
remembered how he came 
to town and started 
preaching, gathering a 
congregation of souls by 
proclaiming what Jesus gave 
to us in his death and 
resurrection. In the Christian 
church, if we aren’t talking 
about the cross of Jesus 
Christ, we are off the subject. 

Lent begins at Immanuel on Ash Wednesday, February 
22, at 6:30 PM. The imposition of ashes will be offered to 
all as a sign of repentance of sins and faith in God’s 
forgiveness. Each Wednesday we will consider another 
type of Christian cross and its meaning.  

Stewardship: Don’t Replace “And” with “Or” 

We’ve all heard that stewardship means giving to the 
church of our time, talents, and treasure. This alliterative 
trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money but 
about our whole lives.  

God is calling 

for you to 

come to His 

house. Will 

you answer 

His 

invitation? 
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God gives us everything we have and enjoy, as Luther’s 
Small Catechism explains in the First Article of the 
Apostle’s Creed. First, we each confess that God “has 
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 
members, my reason and all my senses” (SC II). Then, we 
confess that He gives us material things. 

The time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our 
eyes the fact that we are to give something of all three of 
these things toward the mission of the church in 
thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything 
we have, and indeed, everything we are, comes from 
God’s fatherly, divine goodness and mercy.  

The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we 
replace one little word with another little word — when we 
replace the word and with the word or. It is always written 
with the and, but when we read it, we read it with the or. 
Thus, this quite helpful trinity – which extolls that 
everything that we have and are is a gift from God, to be 
given back in service of His church – turns into a trinity 
that we can pick and choose from when we serve God. 
The giving of our time, talents and treasure turns into the 
giving of our time, talents, or treasure.  

Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and 
talents instead of our treasure? Or perhaps it is the other 
way round: Can we give of our treasure and not of our 
time and talents? But these are the wrong questions.  

The right question is: Can we give of our time and talents 
in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to 
give of all three. The things that God gives us are not to be 
pitted against one another. Rather, they are given to us, 
and we are to press them all into God’s service for benefit 
of His church and our neighbors in need.  

Thus, we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of 
a generous, first-fruits proportion of our income. We give 
of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy 
church. We give of our talents in the same manner. Since 
God gave us all these things, we are called to give 
generously of all these things in faith toward Him and in 
fervent love to our neighbors.  

For God has provided all these things for us. Out of His 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives us each 
time, talents, AND treasure as a means to bless those 
around us. We serve our neighbors with these things, 

blessing them with the blessings with which God has 
blessed us. We give of our time, talents, and treasure to 
our families, our society, our church, and our local 
congregations.  

And we do this because we know that we are not our own. 
Rather, we belong to God. We have been bought with a 
price: the holy, precious blood, and innocent suffering and 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everything — His 
time, His talents, and His treasure — to have us as His 
own and to live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
We have these things as gifts and blessings from God. 

Let us then press them all into service for the sake of His 
love — time, talents, and treasure together.  

 

--LCMS Stewardship 

DCE Intern  

The Board of Parish Education and Board of Elders, 
working with the pastor, have applied for a Director of 
Christian Education intern. A DCE intern is a student who 
has completed four years of coursework at a LCMS 
approved university. The paid, full-time internship lasts for 
one year to gain experience working in the role of 
congregational education. After completing the internship, 
the congregation may offer to call the student as a 
permanent, rostered worker.  

If Immanuel is blessed to receive an intern, the person will 
handle the responsibilities currently fulfilled by Andy 
Dahnke, who will be stepping away from the position. We 
appreciate the three years she has given in service to God 
at Immanuel. 

Immanuel should keep in mind that we will be receiving a 
student who is still developing their skills and abilities. The 
year should be a time of learning and encouragement.  
Pray for this person and ask the Lord to bless their work 
and service among us. Internships usually begin in July. 

 A letter from Andy 
 
February –the Month of Love. Yet as a Christian shouldn’t 
every month be equally dedicated to the love we are given 
through Christ?!  Most of you could quote 1 Corinthians 13 
without getting out your Bible, which is great! 1 Corinthians 
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is used at weddings all the time. We used it at our wedding 
in April. But the true joy of the Love Chapter is when we 
don’t look at it through human terms—as I can love my 
husband and he love me. In actuality Paul is using this 
emphasis of love to show the Corinthians how horrible 
they are at it! In doing so He is also showing how God still 
loves them, because of His perfect ability to Love. 1 
Corinthians 13 is less distracting when we see it as though 
“Love” is God. God is patient. God is kind. God does not 
envy, He does not boast, He is not proud. God does not 
dishonor others, He is not self-seeking, He is not easily 
angered, He keeps no record of wrongs… God never fails. 
God loves perfectly, we do not.  

Another Love Chapter I want you to read is 1 John 4:7-21. 
The point being made in 1 Corinthians 13, in my opinion, is 
made stronger when we look at it simultaneously with 1 
John 4. “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” (1 John 4:10) Christ loved us so much that He 
willingly suffered for all the bad things we have done. He 
knew we needed Him. And He went to the cross because 
of love, not because we deserved it or would pay Him 
back. He died because He loved us.   

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God 
is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them.”(1 John 4:16) The love of God is important. We rely 
on it, in good times, when we are experiencing difficulties, 
when we are saddened by the world around us; God’s love 
sustains us. Let us also love others, so that we can show 
them the love of God. In doing so we will grow closer to 
God, by doing His work, listening to His Word, and having 
fellowship with the people created by God (both believers 
and non-believers). As a Christian, loving others does not 
give us glory instead it gives God the glory. It points to 
Him. “In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.”(Matthew 5:16) Let us love 
one another through the gift of love through Christ’s death 
and resurrection!  

With All Joy & Peace, 
Andy Dahnke 

 

 

Youth and Family 

Lent Dinners – On Wednesdays during Lent youth will 
serve a meal after service (no meal after Ash 
Wednesday). Free-will donations are welcome.  

Youth will be having Together Time throughout Lent (no 
TT March 2nd). 

Bowling Event – Youth are invited to come bowling on 
February 19 at 6:30 pm. This event is for Junior High and 
High School.  

College Outreach – If you know a member who is 
currently enrolled in a 2- year, 4-year, or trade school 
program AND lives outside of Effingham County, please fill 
out a form (at any entrance or on the website under 
Ministries --> Young Adult) and return it to the church 
office by March 5th. Immanuel will be sending care 
packages to these members to encourage them in their 
spiritual and academic life!   

Intention Faith Recognition for 4th Graders and their 
parents will be Sunday, February 12th at both 8:30 and 
11:00 services.  

Creation Week – Immanuel will sponsor a Creation Truth 

Foundation March 5-8. They bring a mobile earth science 
exhibit and display it at ALIS. (Think dinosaurs!) This is 
something all biblical Christians will enjoy. Their 
presenters are experts at helping youth and adults 
understand and defend the truth that God created 
everything. More information will be coming soon. 
     High Schoolers are invited to learn and ask 
questions about all things creation. Learn and ask 
questions about creation, the flood and dinosaurs on 
March 6th at noon. A pizza lunch will be served followed by 
a presentation and then time to ask questions and view 
fossils. Please let Andy know if you plan to attend. Please 
visit to learn more about this program.  

Prayer Corner  

• For healing: Pam Buening, Heather Davis, Abbey 
Franzen, Wayne Franzen, Pam Kepley, Myong 
Mayfield, Russell Phillips, Jerry Pruemer, Evelyn 
Shumaker, Shirley Siddens, Jenny Wendling 

• For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey and family  

• For our government, for protection of unborn 
children, elderly, and religious liberty 
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• For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for 
harmony among nations—especially Ukraine 

• For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

• For police, firefighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our military and 
their families 

Thank you for your contributions to Family Life 
Center with the Baby Bottle Fundraiser. Immanuel 
submitted $1,014.31 for the 2022 Campaign. 
 

Thank you so very much for the help to make my 
appointments and radiation. It was very kind and very 
helpful.                               Jennifer Wendling 

 

Ladies Aid Meeting Thursday, February 2, 7:00 PM. 
Devotion by Carolyn Willenburg; topic is Camp CILCA. 
Hostesses: Freda Beccue, Ellie Franzen, Alta Lowry. 

Church Secretary - Now accepting resumes for part-time 
Immanuel church secretary position. Please send to 
immbarbb@gmail.com or hand to Barb Busby in the 
church office.  

 

Forrmerly known as the 
March for Life Chicago—
the newly named Illinois 

March For Life mission remains the same. The march has 
relocated from Chicago to Springfield and will take place 
on Tuesday, March 21, 2023. A bus will leave from the 
Immanuel North Parking Lot at 9 AM and return between 
4:00 – 5:00 PM. The transportation cost will be 
covered. Plan to take a sack lunch. RSVP by February 1st 
by sign-up in the Immanuel Parish Hall or by calling during 
Immanuel office hours. Bethlehem, Blue Point, and Zion 
Lutheran Church are also participating. RSVP by calling 
the Immanuel office at 618-483-6395 or signing up in the 
Parish Hall.  

Community Events  

Benefit for Pastor Robert Heimgartner Sunday, Feb. 5 
from 11:30 AM – 2:00 PM at Salem Lutheran Church, 
1401 Hawthorne Rd, Salem, IL 62881. Menu is chili, 
potato soup, hot dogs, desserts and all the fixings for a 
freewill donation. 

     Pastor Heimgartner has both of his legs removed 
making him a double amputee. Besides medical bills for 
Pastor and his special needs child, they are also trying to 
update their vehicle to handicap accessible so that Pastor 
can drive. See poster on the bulletin board. 
     Donations may be made to Heimgartner Fundraiser 
and mailed to: Salem Lutheran Church, Attn: Pam 
Bergmann, 1401 Hawthorne Rd, Salem, IL 62881  
 
St Paul Blue Point Men’s Club Sausage and Pancake 
Supper Sunday, February 5 with serving begining 4 PM. 
Both dine in and carry out are offered this year. Packaged 
rope and bulk sausage and cooked rope sausage are 
available for purchase that evening. 
 
St Peter Sausage Supper: Sunday, February 19, starts 
5:00 p.m. in the St. Peter’s Lutheran School Gym; 
sponsored by the Men’s Club.  
Menu: sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes and all the 
fixings. Carry Outs will be available. 
      Pre-orders for sausage and ribs with deadline to order 
being January 27, 2023 – a limited amount of sausage will 
be available on day of the supper – order early!  To order 
early, please call one of the following:       
 John Lotz                               618-553-5585 
 Tim Brauer                             618-267-6229 
 David Schaal                          618-292-3732 
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church   618-349-8321 (after 12 PM) 
 
Immanuel has received a recognition from The 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod on behalf of Together 
in Mission in gratefulness for special partnership with 
LCMS missionaries around the world since April of 1996 
(26 years). Over the years we have assisted 
missionaries Rudy Blank, Ted Krey, Britt Odemba, and 
others. 

 
From Our Missionary, Ted Krey  
 
Rev. Ted and Rebecca Krey have served in the Dominican 
Republic since 2009. Ted serves as the regional director 
for the Latin America and Caribbean region of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), which 
encompasses 22 countries in South and Central America 
and the Caribbean. He is privileged to oversee 40 
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missionaries planting churches in 10 countries. Hand in 
hand with church planting, he works to establish the 
formation of pastors and deaconesses in Latin America. In 
12 countries, Ted also works with partner churches to 
strengthen them in their church planting efforts and in 
various other ministry areas. 
      2023 marks the 15th year of LCMS ministry work being 
done in the Dominican Republic. As a result of what the 
Lord has been doing through His Gospel work over these 
15 years, five missions have been established. Two 
Lutheran schools have been started, along with Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Homes which seeks to serve people 
with intellectual and physical disabilities throughout the 
country. A seminary is being built which seeks to serve 
men and women throughout Latin America. Pray for Ted 
and this missionary team and the formation of pastors and 
deaconesses. 
     Ted is a 2001 graduate of Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne. Rebecca has a master’s degree in 
biochemistry and formerly worked in a genetics research 
lab, studying cardiovascular disease and diabetes. She 
previously served for two years as a long-term missionary 
in Slovakia. Previously, Ted served in Venezuela for eight 
years. Rebecca joined him after they were married in June 
2008. Ted and Rebecca enjoy spending time with their five 
beautiful children - Esther, Matthias, Natalia Anna, 
Evangeline and Azariah. 

Prayers: The Kreys write, “Give thanks with us in this 
Reformation year that it is still all about Jesus and the 
telling of Him and the forgiveness of sins to people who do 
not yet know. Pray for us that even more churches would 
be planted so that all might be gathered where Jesus is 
and receive His gifts. Please ask the Lord of the harvest to 
call more men and women in service to Him." 

• Birthdays:  Ted - Dec. 14 
     Rebecca - Nov. 1 

Esther - April 5 
Matthias - Nov. 20 
Natalia Anna - Nov. 20 
Evangeline - Sept. 29 
Azariah - May 5 

• Wedding Anniversary: June 28 

Pure Germany Trip forms are on back of this page. 

From Altamont Lutheran Interparish 

School 
       

 
  

Fundraising supported by:  

Carriage House Event Center 

Promark Advertising  

The Giving Plate 

Cobblestone Inn and Suites 

 

www.CreationTruth.com 

Creation Truth Foundation Mobile 

Museum hosted by ALIS 

7 South Edwards St. Altamont IL 62411 

Free and open to the public of all ages 

Sunday March 5th- 6:00pm 

Monday March 6th- 6:00pm 

Tuesday March 7th- 6:00pm 

Wednesday March 8th- 7:00pm 

 

Ryan Cox serves as a speaker, teacher, and 

researcher for Creation Truth Foundation, traveling 

the country with the largest mobile museum of 

dinosaur fossils in the Christian world. In addition to 

covering several creation and dinosaur topics, Ryan 

teaches on the Bible-based foundation of America. 

He is a graduate of St. Louis Christian College, 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, The Sharp 

Institute for Biblical Worldview Studies, is currently 

a graduate student at Missouri State University, and 

is a lifetime member of the Christian Educators 

Association. Ryan, his wife Amanda, and their 

seven children reside in Norman, OK.  

 

Yearly Giving Statements 
Yearly giving statements for 2022 have been 

mailed this week….watch for them. 


