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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 
11:00 AM 

 
Preservice Music 
Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome 
 
Intentional Faith Recognition for Second Grade 
Parents and children in 2nd Grade please come to the front of the 
church. 
 
Director of Youth and Family: With gratitude and joy, we give thanks 
this day for faithful families that recognize the home as the primary place 
for spiritual nurturing. Immanuel’s Family Ministry has been established 
in love by the church to assist and strengthen Christian fathers and 
mothers in their God-given responsibility to bring up their children in the 
nurture and instruction of the Lord. Let us hear the Word of God. 
  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I 
give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on 
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 
  
Today we celebrate the 2nd Graders, as they are going to be celebrating 
the blessing of family and the importance of family time in relation to their 
faith. 
  
Pastor: Parents, you have faithfully entered your child into the family of 
God through baptism, showing your love for the Lord and intent to raise 
your child in the instruction of the Christian faith. At this time, we ask that 
you continue your child in the growth of their faith by promising to 
faithfully teach and nurture your child through intentionally studying the 
word and having faith conversations with your family. Will you, trusting in 
God’s care, seek to grow in love for Him and your child by doing this? 
 
Parents: Yes, with the help of God. 
 
Pastor speaks to congregation: Brothers and sisters in Christ, you 
have heard of the promises of these Christians. I ask you now, in the 
presence of God, will you joyfully support and encourage these parents 
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in their God-given role to teach and nurture their child in the faith at their 
home and elsewhere? 
 
Congregation: We will, with the help of God. 
 
Pastor: Will you show fitting love and honor to their tasks, and uplift 
them in fervent prayer? 

 
Congregation: We will, with the help of God. 
  
Pastor: Children, God has given you the gift of family. Please recognize 
that spending undistracted time with your family is important. 
  
Presentation and Explanation of Packets & Gifts by Andy.  
  
We encourage you to learn more about Immanuel’s Family Ministry by 
attending the Life of Faith Bible Class today during education hour. 
 
INVOCATION 
R In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 19:1–4a, b; antiphon: v. 14 

R Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

C The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork. 

R Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

C There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not 
heard. 

R Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to 
the end of the world. 

C In them he has set a tent for the sun. Glory be to the Father and  
to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen. 

“Rock of My Salvation” 
You are the Rock of my salvation  
You are the strength of my life. 
You are my hope and my inspiration, 
Lord, unto You will I cry. 
I believe in You, believe in You  
For Your faithful love to me. 
You have been my help in time of need;  
Lord, unto You will I cleave.  Repeat. 
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  Ending: 
You are the Rock of my salvation  
You are the strength of my life. 
©1993 Maranatha! Music CCLI 187269 RMP  213 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1–7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The LORD called me from the womb, 
 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
 and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 
 and my God has become my strength— 
6he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Sosthenes, 
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 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call 
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched 
in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who 
will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

P Praise the LORD, all nations! 

C Extol him, all peoples! 

P For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

C and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

C bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 

SONG     “Brothers and Sisters”   AGPS 78 

Sing Alleluia! Amen! Let your prayers and your praises 
ascend.   
Lift up your voices and sing to our Lord God, our Savior and 
King! 
Here brought together by grace, We are gathered as friends in 
this place. 
 
Refrain: 
     And assembled as one, in the name of the Son,  
     Lifting hearts, lifting hands,  
     Celebrating as friends, And proclaiming the Lord,  
     All our praises afford. 
     We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Man walked alone and in need,  
Without faith, hope or promise or creed; 
Wandering aimlessly lost, unaware of the staggering cost; 
That God in His mercy would save  
All His people from death and the grave.   Refrain 
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Lord, teach us how to proclaim  
All Your goodness, Your love and Your name! 
Lord, teach us how to forgive,  
And in love, teach us, Lord, how to live. 
Raising our voices in song, help us tell all the world we 
belong.   
                                                                                           Refrain 
(Stand) 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29–42a 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 35The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 
36and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 
came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, 
for it was about the tenth hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found 
his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
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CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on 
earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your 
peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
(Sit) 
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CHILDREN'S TALK  
 

HYMN 394 SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE 
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
    Manifested by the star 
    To the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
    And at Cana wedding guest 
    In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in pow’r divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
3 Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
    Manifest in valiant fight, 
    Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
4 Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
    Christ will then like lightning shine, 
    All will see His glorious sign; 
All will then the trumpet hear, 
All will see the Judge appear; 
    Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 
    Grace to imitate Thee now 
    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we might become like Thee 
At Thy great epiphany 
    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
    God in man made manifest. 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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SERMON “The Blame Game” John 1:29-42a 
 

SONG DURING THE GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
 
(Stand) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

CLOSING SONG  
“O Lamb of God” 
Your only Son, no sin to hide, 
But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod, 
And to become the Lamb of God. 
 
Your gift of love they crucified, 
They laughed and scorned Him as He died, 
The humble King they named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God. 
 
Refrain: 
     O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 
     I love the holy Lamb of God, 
     O wash me in His precious blood,  
     My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. 
 
I was so lost, I should have died, 
But You have brought me to Your side, 
To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called the Lamb of God. Refrain: 
Rev. 7:14© 1985 Straightway CCLI #187269 P&W112,  BoB 139 
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