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From the Pastor  

A blessed new year to everyone!  2023 will be another year 

where God comes to our aid in every need. There will be 

some changes at the church starting this month. We will be 

“camping” in the Parish Hall for some time as construction 

begins in Immanuel’s sanctuary. Sunday, January 1 will be 

the last service in the sanctuary for a while.  

You can help us in a few ways.  

1) You can pray earnestly that all goes according to plan and 

the pews, floor covering, painting, and altar area is renovated 

in a way pleasing to God and conducive to our worship 

together, and that it will all happen in a timely way.  

2) You can sign up to help with the removal of furniture on 

January 7 & 8.  

3) You can give a special donation to the  

renovation fund. 

The worship of God is the main purpose of Immanuel’s 

building. We come together there each Lord’s Day and other 

festivals to hear the Word of God, receive the gifts of Baptism 

and the Lord’s supper, and bring our prayers to God 

together. We also meet to encourage each other to 

faithfulness and do good works and study Holy Scripture. In 

this way God is with us as he promised when he departed to 

heaven. 

I ask for all of you to be patient as we move into the Parish 

Hall for worship for a few months. The sanctuary will be 

uninhabitable until the renovation is complete, so we will be 

sitting on the folding chairs. The worship will be different, but 

God will be with as we worship there. The gospel will be 

preached. Hymns and songs will be sung. Prayers will be 

prayed. Sins will be absolved. The Lord’s Supper will be 

celebrated and received. Children will be baptized. Funerals 

will be conducted.  

We will continue to worship, so don’t stay away. If anything, 

let it help build your anticipation for the first time you see the 

sanctuary again. 

Remember that Jesus promised to be with us always to the 

end of the age. The most important thing is that we continue 

to hear the good news so that the evil one does not snatch it 

away from us. 

Join us on Friday, January 6 at 6:30 for our first “camping” 

service on Epiphany. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. 

We will hear how the wise men came to Bethlehem and 

worshipped Jesus in his first home.  

Hopefully, after a few months we will return to the sanctuary 

and rejoice that we have given God the best we have to offer, 

a beautiful worship space and our heartfelt thanks and praise 

for all his goodness to us. 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Jim Wright 

    

Stewardship: Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We 

take stock of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even 

relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and 

anticipation, and perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who 

we are as opposed to who we would like to be, what we have 

done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of 

our accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. 

What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A 

Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited by 

the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to 

you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 

may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has 

distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 

endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and 

bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 

and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 

enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through 

us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase 

what we need to give to the church for its work in the world. 

He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless 
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us in every way, and through this, will produce thanksgiving 

to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to 

help you take stock of your giving in years past and change 

what needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with 

altogether. 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of 

forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in 

attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to 

receive forgiveness and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s 

body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, 

then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. 

God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of you 

(Matt. 22:20–22).  

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is 

to speak with your Father, the King of all creation, freely 

through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of 

grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding 

faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. 

The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the mercy of the 

Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son 

through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It 

exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a 

member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not 

only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for 

the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the 

generous giving of your income to support the work of the 

church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament 

(Lev. 27:1–34). 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New 

Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the church. 

Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your 

paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you 

giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving 

proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required 

a tithe, or ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to 

be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you 

relying on God’s promise to provide and increase what you 

need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, 

repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for 

you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, 

and heed it.  

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for 

the year a generous proportion of your income, which is 

God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship    

Thank you for the prayers, words of comfort, cards 

and uplifting support shown to us at this time. 

Everything is greatly appreciated.    

                              The Family of Makenna Grace Bowen 

 

The church office will be closed December 26-30.   

Bible and Brew Learn how to brew beer and study the 

Scriptures on Sunday, January 15 at 5:00 PM in the 

church kitchen. 

The March for Life will be in Springfield on March 21. A 

group from Altamont will be in attendance to give a 

witness for human life. 

New Member Class will be held on Tuesday nights from 

6:30 to 8:00 PM in the conference room by the church 

office, beginning on January 24. See Pastor for more 

details.  

New Usher List for January – Easter is ready for pickup in 
the narthex. A copy has also been sent to the ushers by 
email.  

Prayer Corner  

• For healing: Stetson Adams, Pam Buening, Heather 
Davis, Abbey Franzen, Wayne Franzen, Pam Kepley, 
Myong Mayfield, Marty Pagel, Russell Phillips, 
Shirley Siddens and Jenny Wendling 

• For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey and family  

• For our government, for protection of unborn 
children, elderly, and religious liberty 

Christmas Eve Services: 6:30 / 11:00 PM 

Christmas Day Service: 9:00 AM with the 

Lord’s Supper 

New and Returning Church Officers will be 

installed at services on December 31 /HC 

    January 1 (No HC)  

New Year’s Eve Service: 4:30 PM /HC 

New Year’s Day Service: 9:00 AM (only) 

(No Sunday school or Bible Class this 

weekend.) 
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• For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for 
harmony among nations—especially Ukraine 

• For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

• For police, firefighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our military and 
their families 

 

Youth and Family 
Christmas Eve Cookie Walk The youth will be hosting a 
cookie walk 30 minutes before and after the 6:30 PM 
Christmas Eve Children’s Service. This is a great 
opportunity to get some goodies for your Christmas 
celebrations! (Congregation members are also welcomed 
to donate cookies to the walk).  

Christian Education 
Children’s Sunday School will not meet on December 
25th & January 1st.  Children’s Sunday School will resume 
on January 8, 2023 at 9:45 AM.  The last day of Children’s 
Sunday School for the school year will be May 7, 2023. 

Together Time Resumes January 11th. Jr. High times are 
4:30-7pm. High school times are 5:30-8pm.  
Youth Parent Meeting- We will have a parent meeting on 
January 11th at 7pm in the lower Parish Hall.  

Thank you to everyone who came to the Hymn 
Sing on December 4th. It was great to sing praises to 
God with our Christian Community. We raised $586.80 
for the Church Renovation Fund.  

^Youth Events^ 
Young Women’s Bible Study- will resume January 11th 
at 7:15 pm in the lower Parish Hall. We are studying the 
book of Esther. 

Baptism Class- January 17th at 7:30pm. Those wishing to 
be baptized (adult or parents of the child) will need to 
attend one class before their child is baptized at 
Immanuel. Having a class every five months should give 
you ample time to participate in the class while you are 
expecting or shortly after your child's birth. This class is 
truly an awesome opportunity for you as parents to be 
reminded of the blessings God has given you and will give 
your child through baptism and how He works in your lives 
even today!  
 

 
 

Intentional Faith Recognition- For 2nd graders and their 
parents will be January 15th at both 8:30 and 11 o’clock 
services. If your child is age 1 or 3 or in Kindergarten or 
6th grade and you did not get an Intentional Faith 
Recognition Packet, please contact Andy Dahnke.  
 
Letter from Andy: 
The new year is a great time to reset and refocus on what 
our life’s purpose is. Is it to eat healthier, save more 
money, etc. etc. But most importantly I think it is a great 
time to sit down and think about the spiritual commitment 
we want our life to be. How do we want and how can we 
make our life focused on Jesus, year-round.  

For many years I have made goals for the new 
year. I have many categories and one of those is my faith 
life. What do I want to challenge myself to do this year that 
will help me grow in the knowledge and love of God? I 
don’t make this public, but I sit down and I think about it, I 
write it down. Do I achieve everything I write down? 
Certainly not. Which in and of itself is a reminder of how 
good and gracious God is. That I can fail and still be loved. 
But it is also a time where I make a commitment between 
God and myself to try better, to take action in my faith. I 
commit to trying to work on my relationship with Him, just 
like I work on my relationship with my friends and family by 
spending time with them and investing in their lives. 

I challenge you to sit down, take out a pen and 
paper, and write down how you want to get closer to God 
in 2023. Does that mean joining a Bible study and 
committing to going to it? Maybe its reading a Psalm every 
night. Perhaps, it's getting more involved with the church. 
This is between you and God. (Maybe you feel you need 
to share your goals with someone else so they can keep 
you accountable, that’s great, do that!) I will tell you this, 
you won’t ever regret taking action and dedicating your 
time and efforts to growing your faith in God.  

In Christ In All Things, 

Andy Dahnke 
Director of Youth and Family 

Community Events 

Sausage Supper: St. Peter’s Lutheran Men’s Club will 
once again be holding their Sausage Supper with 
sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, and all the fixings 
on February 12, 2023, with serving beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
in the St. Peter’s Lutheran School Gym. 
  


