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“Bless the 

LORD, O my 

soul, and 

all that is 

within me, 

bless his 

holy name! 

Bless the 

LORD, O my 

soul, and 

forget not 

all his 

benefits.” 

We often ask for God’s blessing for ourselves, but did you 
know that we also bless the Lord? At the end of some of 
our services the pastor says, “Bless we the 
Lord,” and the people say, “Thanks be to God.”  

This phrase comes from David’s 103rd Psalm 
where it says, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and 
all that is within me, bless his holy name! Bless 
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits.” The psalm then goes on to name 
things that God does for us out of his mercy. 

The first thing mentioned is that he forgives all 
our iniquities. These are our gross injustices 
and our wickedness. This was foretold by the 
prophets of the Old Testament over thousands 
of years, and accomplished by the Son of God 
as he became the sacrifice of atonement on the 
cross.  

I often think of Abraham as God told him to take 
his only son Isaac and offer him as a burnt 
offering. As Abraham prepared to kill his child, 
the angel of God called out to him to stop. It 
was a test of faith. It’s as if God said, “I forbid 
human sacrifice. Only I can offer my son as a sacrifice 
for you.” That is what God did in giving Jesus over to 
death for our sins. He made a sacrifice so complete that 
cannot be added to. It gives us confidence to praise the 
Lord knowing he is pleased with us because of Jesus. 
This is the foremost reason we can bless the name of 
the Lord. 

The psalm also says he heals all of our diseases. I am 
thankful to the Lord this month for successful treatment 
of my daughter’s brain tumor. For twelve months she 
has taken chemotherapy to prevent a reoccurrence of 
the tumor growth. Thanks to those of you praying for 
Lilly. She is doing much better now and we ask God that 
this cancer not return ever, or for a very long time. 

Psalm 103 says God redeems your life from the pit and 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. Apart from God 
our lives are quickly forgotten after we die, like waves 
washing away sandcastles left by children on the seashore. 
Jesus brings us up from the pit of despair and gives us a 
crown made from his love that never fades. He will always 
love us, no matter what we do. 

 

David says in this psalm that the Lord works righteousness 
and justice for all who are oppressed. This happens when 

He shows us who we are and the reason for our 
creation and redemption.  
We serve God in this world, not our own passions. 
As we remember his commandments and seek to 
live by them, his love is among us, establishing his 
throne in our hearts.  

This month workers will be busy in our community 
harvesting the crops from the good land. Ag 
related workers are busy supporting farming 
operations. We can all say, “Bless the Lord, my 
soul!” because God is good to us. He has given us 
this good land, good weather, and the ability to 
bring food out of the ground. He blesses us with 
his mercy, and puts his name on us. We know that 
when our labor is finished in this world, we have a 
home in heaven and will live and serve him forever 
in a new world that is soon to be shown to us. For 
all this we can call on him in worship services and 
praise his name together as we receive his love 
and forgiveness at the altar.  

O bless the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits to 
me.  

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wright 

A letter from Andy 
October, a month that ends with reformation, which is a 
great reminder of the freedom we have to worship and learn 
about God! There are so many opportunities to learn about 
God, at home, and in our church setting! A great question I 
like to ask is… “Why?” This question should drive 
everything we are doing. Why are we doing this? Why are 
we doing that? It should also be followed up with the 
question, “Does it please God?” If it doesn’t, we probably 
shouldn’t be doing it! Ask yourself this question this week, 
let it convict you. Let it motivate you to do what God would 
want you to do! 

Going to buy milk. Why? “So it can nourish my family.” 
Does it please God? “Yes, it is part of my duty to take care 
of my family.” 

Skipping church to go to the zoo with your family. Why? 
“We don’t have any other time. We are simply too busy to  
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do it the rest of the week. “Does it please God? “Well, God 
has told me to remember the Sabbath day by keeping it 
holy and that includes taking my family to church to learn 
about Him.” (You aren’t wrong). 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

God calls us to keep learning! It is very dangerous for a 
Christian to say they are strong in their faith, so they don’t 
need to go to Sunday school, church, etc. Instead 
Christians who are strong in their faith should say, “It is 
through God’s Word and the work of the Holy Spirit that I 
am strong in my faith, let me keep learning.” How can you 
and your family continue to learn? Prioritize God, read your 
Bible, have a set time for prayer, attend church and receive 
the Sacraments, learn in depth about God's Word through 
Sunday and weekday Classes, include your children in 
these things at home, talk about God and ask questions! 
These things don't need to be intimidating, for God provides 
us with the wisdom and understanding to learn and keep 
learning about Him!  

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you. 

 In Christ In All Things, 
Andy Dahnke 
Director of Youth and Family 

Renovation Committee  

Hello fellow Immanuel friends, 

The renovation committee has continued to make decisions 
and finalize plans in order to be ready to start our church 
renovation in January, 2023. To date, these are the actions 
that have been taken. 

In July a contract with New Holland was signed and the 
pews are ordered and in line for production. A check was 
sent for $33,498.90, which is the required 30% down 
payment. Decisions are being finalized on the altar, lectern, 
pulpit, baptismal font and railing. 

Roepke Painting was notified that the project has been 
approved. We are very thankful to report that no additional 
increase will be added to the original bid. 

 
 
 

 

Hoedebecke Flooring of Effingham has been awarded the 
bid for the flooring. The carpet is ordered to hold the price 
with a 50% down payment of $12,600.00. The Vinyl flooring  
order will be placed within the next 30 days along with all 
the adhesives, etc. to complete the job. 

AR Flooring, which will tear out all old flooring and make all 
necessary repairs, has signed their bid/contract with a start 
date of early January. 

To date we have received donations to fund Immanuel’s 
project in the amount of $22,829.66. Thank you. 

At each entrance you will see a board depicting a 
thermometer showing our progress in reaching our goal of a 
minimum of $150,000.00.These beautiful boards were 
graciously and beautifully drawn by our own Jeanne Wolff. 
What a beautiful God given talent she has! Let’s pop the top 
off the thermometer!!  

Our committee’s prayer is that each of you will take time to 
prayerfully consider as an individual, couple and/or family to 
make a monetary pledge between you and God to help 
support this very important and large project. 

Our hope is that we will each choose to make this a 
learning example for our children, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews of how we work together and take care of 
God’s House. 

In the coming months we will be making plans and asking 
for volunteer help to clear the church out completely very 
soon after the New Year. This is going to take all hands on 
deck. What a great way to get to know your fellow 
Immanuel families. 

We as your committee ask for your continued prayers and 
support. 

Thank you,  
Nancy Bowman 
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Prayer Corner  
 For healing: Pam Buening (daughter of Joann Koss), 

Heather Davis, Abbey Franzen, Wayne Franzen, Bill 
Fritcher, Keith Green, Pam Kepley, Myong Mayfield, 
Wayne Schroeder, Shirley Siddens, Elverna Tappendorf, 

Jenny Wendling and Roxie Wendling. 

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey and family  

 For our government, for protection of unborn children, 
elderly, and religious liberty 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for harmony 
among nations—especially Ukraine 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

 For police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, and 

those who serve in our military and their families  

Immanuel After School Care The After School Care 
program is in its 15th year of operation at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church for students attending Altamont Grade 
School {A.G.S.} and Altamont Lutheran Interparish School 
{A.L.I.S.} who are in kindergarten through 6th grade on all 
regular school days and some selected early dismissal 
days. 
 

148 children (70 AGS, 78 ALIS) from 104 families (47 AGS, 
57 ALIS) are enrolled this year. Of the 148 children enrolled 
34 children may be attending on an occasional “only if 
needed” basis.  
 

The program has been available at no required operating 
costs to participating families so as to not exclude families 
who cannot afford to participate. Families are requested to 
make a donation for the snacks available each day. 
 

The program has four paid staff workers to assist with song 
and snack time, homework assistance if needed, art/craft 
projects, playtime and general supervision. 
 

Additional adult volunteers are welcome to come and assist 
and spend some time helping if interested. 
 

High school students wanting to earn Community Service 
hours are also welcome. Arrangements must be made in 
advance so the ASC staff is aware of their participation. 
 

Fund raising and financial support continues to be needed 
to keep the program operating each school year. The 
program has relied on financial support from various grants,  
 

 
local businesses, memorials and donations from individuals 
and some participating families. 

United Way of Effingham County has accepted the ASC 
program again for the 2022-23 school year. Anyone having 
a personal or business connection to the United Way is 
encouraged to designate a donation to the Immanuel After 
School Care Program through United Way. 

Anyone can also make donations to the ASC program 
directly to Immanuel by designating the donation to 
“Immanuel ASC”. 

The Immanuel After School Care {ASC} program qualifies 
as an organization allowing a tax deductible contribution. 

News. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mixed Voice Choir is back! 
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 
7:15 PM through October 12th. 
We will be singing at the  
Reformation Rally.  

Christmas Choir Cantata rehearsals will begin this month 
on Wednesday nights at 7:15 starting on October 19th. 
Performance will be December 17th & 18th. 

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League is 
Sunday, October 2nd. We will 
say the LWML pledge and sing 

the league song in worship services. Mite boxes are available 
to collect funds for national mission projects.  

Marriage Sean Drone and Paige Conner will be wed in holy 
matrimony at Immanuel on Saturday, October 8th. 

Altamont Volunteer Firefighters' Annual Breakfast is 
Saturday,      October 15. Serving is from 6am until 11am at 

the fire station located at 109 West 
Jefferson in Altamont. The menu is biscuits 
& gravy, whole hog rope sausage, 
scrambled eggs, your choice of coffee, 

milk, or orange drink for a free will donation. Carry out 
available also. A bake sale will be held in conjunction. Funds 
raised from this event support the volunteers' activities and 
equipment purchases. 

Lutherans For Life Conference is October 21-22 in Rock 
Island, Illinois. Several members of the Altamont LFL group 

are attending.  
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Immanuel Voters’ Assembly is Sunday, October 23rd, at 
1:30 PM in the Parish Hall. An election of officers will 
commence and an annual financial budget will be presented. 
Church Council meeting is Tuesday, October 18th at 7:00 
PM. 

Reformation Rally will be at Immanuel on 
Sunday, October 30th at 5:00 PM. ALIS and 
Immanuel choirs will sing. Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Egger, President of Concordia Seminary in     
St. Louis, will be the speaker. He became the 
Seminary’s 11th president in 2021.  

 

Church Office Hours for the school year are Monday – 
Friday, 9AM – Noon & 1PM – 4PM.   

Children's Sunday School has started and is every Sunday 
from 9:45-10:45 am. We have started the year with 13 
preschoolers and 65(avg) K-8 graders! We are always looking 
for more Sunday school helpers/substitutes! Talk to Carie 
Pals, Lindsey Pruemer, or Andy Dahnke if you are interested 
in helping. 

Wish List for Youth There are many things that we use on a 
regular basis for youth group. Perhaps you have some 
additional ideas for the list.  Here are some items that we feel 
would help us in our ministry: 

     Gift cards to local restaurants and grocery stores    
      (S&W, Walmart, Little Caesars, etc.) 

     Soda 

     Desserts 

     Thrivent Action Team Cards (for Advent Meals) 

Intentional Faith Recognition for children who are one 
year old and their parents will be October 16th. This 
recognition will happen during the 8:30 and 11am services. 
Parent's are encouraged to learn more about these aspects 
of faith by attending Andy's Life of Faith Bible Study.  

Invite a Friend to Church Sunday October 8-9, 2022. 
There are many people in our community who don't attend 
a church. Invite someone you know to Immanuel on for any 
of the three services. 

Volunteer Opportunities with Youth We are looking for 
volunteers who have a passion for youth to help with the 
ministry on a regular basis. Please contact Andy if you are 
interested in learning more. 

Adults are also needed to join in Bible Study with youth on 
Wednesdays from 6 – 7 PM until November 16th. 

 

College Outreach forms due October 10th, please scan 
the link to fill out the form. Immanuel 
Lutheran Church aims to support all their 
members, whether in town or away. We 
hope to send care packages to students 
outside of our area. To be eligible for a 

care package, student must be a current 
member of Immanuel enrolled full-time in a 2-year, 4-year, 
or trade school AND live outside of Effingham County.  

Altamont Area LYF Groups to Host Trunk-or-Treat for 
Altamont Community The Lutheran Youth Fellowship 
groups of Bethlehem, Immanuel, St. Paul—Blue Point and 
Zion are again coming together to host a Trunk-Or-Treat  
experience for the Altamont community! This year’s event 
will be held on Monday, October 31, 2022 from 6:30 pm to 
8:00 pm in the north parking lot of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. Children are invited to wear costumes or masks as 
they parade around the church parking lot, trunk-or-treating 
for goodies dispersed from the trunks of the youth and 
church parishioners.  
Host a Trunk – All parishioners are invited to join in the fun 
by decorating a trunk and distributing treats at the event. 
Contests will be held for best youth decorated trunk and 
best parishioner/other decorated trunk. A sign-up sheet is 
available in the narthex for those wishing to participate, 
please sign to reserve your space. All trunks should be set 
up by 6:00 pm for judging. 
Youth Pizza & Costume Party – There will be a Pizza & 
Costume Party for all area LYF members in the Immanuel 
parish hall from 8:00 pm to 9:00 PM with prizes awarded for 
best costumes.  

For additional information, please contact: 
Alysia Wills (Bethlehem/Zion) at 618-292-4715 
Andy Wendling (Immanuel) at 618-335-1175 
Wes Duncan (St. Paul Blue Point) at 217-821-4906 

Hymn Sing The youth invites you to a Hymn Sing, 
Wednesday, November 16th at 7 PM in the church 
sanctuary. We will take song suggestions from those ready 
to sing in the pews and sing for roughly an hour. Join 
afterward in the Parish Hall for desserts. Free-will offering 
will be taken for the Renovation Fund. 

New Member Class meets on Tuesdays from 6:30–8:00 PM 
in the conference room. If you'd like to know more about 
Christian faith and our life together at Immanuel, this class is  
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for you. It's also a good review for life-long members. Classes 
continue through October. 

Intentional Faith Recognition for one-year olds will be 
October 16th at both 8:30 am & 11 AM services. Parents are 
encouraged to learn more about these aspects of faith by  
attending Andy's Life of Faith Bible Study.  

Young Women Bible Class will be held on October 5th and 
19th at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall Upper Level.  We will be 
studying the book of Esther. 

Living with Grief study group meets once a month, usually 
on a Tuesday morning.  October’s meeting will be at 
Immanuel.  Please call the church office or watch for an 
announcement in the bulletin for information on date and time. 

Ushers’ Schedules for October – December are on the 
ushers’ table in the narthex. 

Scripture Readers’ Schedules for October-January are 
complete and in the narthex. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wheeler, IL will be 
celebrating their 150th Anniversary on October 29th & 30th.  
The theme is “Built on The Rock”.  A display of memorabilia 
will be held from 12 - 4 PM on October 29th.  Worship 
services will be at 10 AM on October 30th with guest pastor, 
Rev. Martin Kaufmann and a 2 PM service with guest 
speaker, DCE Tim Kaufmann. 

Large Print is Tuesday, October 4th at St. John’s in 
Effingham.  To volunteer, call Eloise at 618-322-7609. 

Family Life Center is in need of new crocheted baby 
blankets for the baskets given to young mothers. 

Matins at Bethlehem  All are invited to Matins every 
Tuesday at 9:30AM at Bethlehem, Altamont. Whether you 
were unable to make it to church on Sunday, have the day 
off, or need to pray about something. 

Scrip Program at ALIS is now called RaiseRight.  The 
program itself is still the same.  You purchase gift cards 
to pay for everyday purchases like groceries, gas, dining 
out, brands of everyday things & the school makes money.  

To order:  Go to www.raiseright.com and use the same 
credentials you had setup with shopwithscrip or create your  
account.  Contact – Carie Pals at 217-246-6768 for 
questions and more information. 

 

 

 

The 2nd Annual ALIS BBQ Cook-Off Fundraiser, 
sponsored by Bethlehem, St. Paul (Blue Point), Immanuel, 
and Zion churches on Saturday, September 10th had a 
great turnout! 

Competition Results: 
BBQ Brisket 
1st Place:  Bowman Bros BBQ 
2nd Place:  3T’s & a Dutchman 
3rd Place:  Grobengieser 

Pulled Pork 
1st Place:  Rolling Smoke (your guys) 
2nd Place:  3T’s & a Dutchman 
3rd Place:  Bowman Bros BBQ 

Peoples Choice 
Hoffmeister’s 
Bags Tournament Results: 
1st Place:  Old Mill 
2nd Place:  Whitts 
3rd Place:  Sinkers 
Many thanks to the business and individuals who 
sponsored this event and to those who volunteered, 
donated, and supported this event! 

Dinosaur Exhibit We are excited to announce that ALIS 
will be hosting a team from The Creation Truth Foundation 
during Lutheran Schools Week March 5th-8th, 2023. They 
will be providing the kids with scientific facts, proving what 
the Bible tells us about the creation of ALL creatures, 
especially dinosaurs! Please watch the Rocket Review for 
fundraising/donation opportunities.  We want to thank you in 
advance for any financial support you are able to provide so 
we can share this opportunity with our community. 
 

http://www.raiseright.com/

