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1 Peter 1:24   

“All flesh is like 

grass, and all its 

glory is like the 

flowers of the 

field. The grass 

withers and the 

flowers fail, but 

the Word of the 

Lord stands 

forever.” 

A Dollar for Missions 
   In August it gets hot and dry, and many times the grass 
in our yards gets burnt and crisp. When it gets like that it’s 
really in dormancy until the fall rains begin. The Bible says 
that all that we are and everything we can 
do will not remain. Everything will die or 
turn to dust someday. But God’s Word will 
remain forever. The initials of this are 
embroidered on the pulpit cloth. V.D.M.A. 
stands for the Latin, Verbum Domine 
Manet Aeternum, or “The Word of the Lord 
Remains Forever.” The fact that it is a sign 
on our pulpit says to everyone, “Pay close 
attention to what this pastor is saying. 
Everything else you hear will no longer 
apply someday, but this man speaks 
God’s Word which will always remain.” 

This is important because I don’t just bring 
you my views or a public service 
announcement. I don’t tell interesting 
stories just for entertainment. It’s not a 
Republican or Democrat message. I 
pledge to you that I will always preach 
Christ crucified. That means my sermons to you will always 
be about your great need for what Jesus offers, and how he 
accomplished your salvation and everything else you need 
by taking your place on the cross and dying for you. Christ 
crucified means God is not kidding around about how 
terrible your sins are, but he’s not going to condemn you for 
them either, for as long as you trust in Jesus. Your Savior 
hung on the cross for hours for you until he couldn’t go on 
any longer. He died by crucifixion so that he made a 
payment in his blood for the totality of your sins. Then he 
rose from the dead to proclaim what he had done to you. 
When you were baptized into Jesus, that forgiveness was 
applied to you. 

Our motivation for everything we do is because of Jesus’ 
crucifixion for sinners. He died for us so we can live for him 
and his beloved sheep. This Word of God will always 
remain. We can always trust in it. V.D.M.A. 

News Our district mission office does many things for us 
including, but not limited to: ecclesiastical supervision, 
stewardship resources, congregation and school staffing,  
 

 
 
state and international mission work through the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod, campus ministry, youth ministry,  
and encouragement and support to our professional church 

workers.  
Over the past twenty years the congregations 
have reduced contributions to the Central Illinois 
District LCMS by over $600,000. This happened 
because of declining membership in 
congregations and increased costs at home. 
How can we help to maintain the resources that 
our district provides? One answer may be the “A 
Dollar for Missions” emphasis. If every member 
of every church gave one dollar a week extra, 
we would have three million dollars a year to 
use to spread the gospel. If only half of us 
responded, it would double our annual budget.  

The idea is this. A dollar doesn’t seem like 
much. What can it purchase by itself? If we 
collect these single dollars regularly and send 
them on to the district separately from the 
$29,000 we send to missions annually from 
Immanuel, it would help tremendously. Rather 

than add to the existing structure, the district would offer 
these funds back to our congregations as projects they can 
apply for, like starting a mission plant or opening a school 
or youth mission program.  

Children like to be involved in this kind of giving, especially 
if they can put the money in a collection in the narthex 
themselves and learn about how it is being used.  

With your permission I would like to begin this emphasis at 
Immanuel over the next year. I am greatly thankful to the 
district that brought you and I together thirteen years ago 
and helps us locate and train teachers for service at ALIS.   

In other news from our district, we have a new president. 
Rev. Michael Mohr of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Vandalia was elected as our president for a three year term. 
The president has a limit of three consecutive terms. 
President Mark Miller is retiring after serving his three 
terms. Rev. Mark Eddy of Zion, Taylor Ridge was chosen 
as First Vice-president and Rev. Michael Burdick of St. 
John, Effingham is the new Second Vice-president. Rev. 
Ryan Meyer of St. Peter is our local Circuit Visitor.  
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The district recognized Immanuel member, Dale Wolff, for 
his service to the Church Extension Fund and elected Matt 
Putnam of Altamont for the Nominations Committee for the 
2023 Synod Convention in Milwaukee. Each circuit will 
send one pastor and one layperson to that convention next 
July. 

LCMS President Matt Harrison reported that our Missouri 
Synod is in the best financial shape ever in its 175 year 
history. We need pastors for congregations and teachers 
for parochial school, and missionaries. The district voted to 
encourage new church plants, to affirm the freedom to 
celebrate the divine service, to reinforce the district archives 
and ask congregations to send in specific historical 
information, to expand Circuit Witness and Outreach 
Workers (C-WOWs) to laypersons, to reject the practice of 
communion over the internet, to encourage congregations 
to support local life ministries (like the Family Life Center in 
Effingham), to address the errors of the Japanese Lutheran 
Church, and to affirm the God-given distinctions between 
the two sexes. About a month from now a report on all of 
these resolutions will be available on the CID website at 
www.cidlcms.org. Be sure to look it over. 

I rejoice that after two and a half years of no pastoral 
conferences and a year delay for the convention, I was able 
to reconnect with many of my friends and colleagues in the 
ministry and meet many interesting lay people at the 
convention. This is an important part of our work together 
because it helps all of our churches to stay together in 
doctrine and practice and encourage collegiality. 

Sincerely, 
Pastor James F. Wright 

Stewardship Corner 
The Ceremony of the Offertory 

Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony involved in 
receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? After all 
the offerings have been collected, they are brought forward 
and given to the pastor or one of his assistants. The pastor 
then turns toward the altar, and as he slightly bows his 
head, the collection plates with the offerings in them are 
raised slightly to the Lord and then placed either on the 
altar or a table for the offerings. Why do we do have this 
ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what 
ceremony does--it teaches, as the Augsburg Confession  

 
tells us--what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 

Originally this ceremony included more than simply bringing 
forward what was collected in the offering plates. The 
elements for the Holy Communion—the bread and the 
wine—were brought forward along with the offering plates. 
As the offering plates and the elements were lifted toward 
the Lord and placed upon the altar, the elements would be 
put in the center and the altar, now made a table, would be 
set for the Lord’s Supper.  

These gifts brought to the altar came from the sweat of the 
people’s brow. It is the bread and wine, the fruits of the 
peoples’ labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor 
and toil, the people would bring a generous proportion for 
the Lord’s work. It was set upon the altar and offered to the 
Lord for Him to take up and press into His service for His 
gracious work in and among them.  

For what they offered to the Lord from the sweat of their 
brow, the bread of anxious toil, came back to them as the 
bread of life, the bread come down from heaven that 
whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup would receive 
life through the forgiveness of their sins.  

This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old 
Testament:  

You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes 

from the field year by year. And before the Lord 

your God, in the place that he will choose, to make 

his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 

grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn 

of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear 

the Lord your God always. And if the way is too 

long for you, so that you are not able to carry the 

tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, 

because the place is too far from you, which the 

Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then 

you shall turn it into money and bind up the money 

in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your 

God chooses and spend the money for whatever 

you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, 

whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat 

there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you 

and your household.  

http://www.cidlcms.org/
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What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He 
provides bread from the sweat of our brows, and He 
receives this from us in the first fruits offerings we give 
to Him in thanksgiving and praise. He receives and  
turns it into spiritual bread, heavenly bread, the bread 
of eternal life and gives it back to us so that we might 
have joy. So, the next time you are in the Divine 
Service, watch this ceremony in wonder, that the Lord 
gives back to us, what we have given to Him so that we 
may rejoice in the salvation He has won upon the cross 
and gives to us in His supper.  

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
www.lcms.org/stewardship 

A letter from Andy 
2022 is going by so quickly! With the gathering (mostly) 
behind us, I look forward to focusing some time on other 
areas of ministry at Immanuel.  

Firstly, we will now have Baptism classes to refresh and 
learn about what we believe baptism is, why it's important, 
and how it is involved in our everyday lives. We will have a 
class every January, May, and September. Those wishing 
to be baptized (adult or parents of the child) will need to 
attend one class before their child is baptized at Immanuel. 
Having a class every five months should give you ample 
time to participate in the class while you are expecting or 
shortly after your child's birth. This class is truly an 
awesome opportunity for you as parents to be reminded of 
the blessings God has given you and will give your child 
through baptism and how He works in your lives even 
today! Members of the congregation are also welcome to 
attend the class to be reminded of their baptism and see 
how this class can be a blessing to our church family. 

Secondly, a church-initiated parent-lead family ministry will 
be starting! There are a few different facets of this, and I will 
have a few Sunday morning discussions during Bible study 
time to go through them in late August. I will also have a 
Bible Class studying Christian Living during Bible Study 
time starting in September. This Bible Class will help better 
understand the milestones in the family ministry model. It 
will allow for great discussion on how God should be 
incorporated into all aspects of your life. However, don't let 
the title "family ministry" dissuade you; the family ministry 
model and the Christian Living Bible Class are for any and 
all (adult) members who wish to attend! 

 
While I am super excited about these new opportunities in 
our church, they are not for me alone. I encourage you to 
meditate on Mark 10:13-16.  

 What did you do as a child to learn and grow your faith 
that you no longer participate in?  

 How does this passage apply to your life right now?  

God is a God of forgiveness, love, and mercy. But we must 
not let those wonderful things be an excuse or distraction 
from the instructions He has given us to learn gladly, 
meditate on His Word, and support teaching and preaching 
in our church! How do we "Love the Lord (y)our God with 
ALL (y)our heart and with ALL (y)our soul and with ALL 
(y)our mind" (Matt. 22:37)? We allow the Lord into every 
aspect of our lives!   

This is a trick question (because I know what we've all been 
taught), but it is a question that all Christian need to be 
asked, "Does it take work to get to heaven?" Re-read that.   
The answer is YES! Are you scratching your head? Let me 
explain; it does not depend on works to get you to heaven. 
Only through Jesus Christ's death and resurrection are we 
given the gift of salvation. But it does take effort on the part 
of the Christian to follow God's will. It is essential that we go 
to church, stay in the Word, pray, and be in fellowship with 
our neighbors. When we stop initiating these activities, we 
slowly fall away from God, which leads to us rejecting God 
and His love. While it does not depend on our work to get to 
heaven, the Christian must be active in putting God first!  
There are already SO many opportunities to be involved in 
our family of Christ at Immanuel. I hope and pray that our 
family ministry is another vessel to lead our members to 
Christ. Still, it will require participation and dedication to 
make it a ministry that the Holy Spirit will use to strengthen 
the faith, community, and lives of our congregation.  

In Christ In All Things, 
Andy Dahnke, DYF 

Sanctuary Renovations: Contributions/Fundraising As 
approved at the Special Voters meeting in July, campaign 
initiatives will be established to assist in funding the 
renovations. The goal is to ensure continuation of a building 
account for future needs and repairs. We are very blessed 
to have such a beautiful place to worship and to have no 
debt on the building or parish hall.  Please prayerfully 
consider making either a one-time or continuing contribution  

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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to the Renovation Fund. You may do so now by including it 
in your designated contribution envelope or submitting in 
separate envelope. Identify checks and envelopes as 
“Renovation Fund.”  Vanco will be available soon on 
Immanuel’s website and fundraiser plans will be 
forthcoming! 

Prayer Corner  

 For healing:  Lorene Schroeder, Tom Campbell, 
Heather Davis, LuAnn Drone, Abbey Franzen, Wayne 
Franzen, Pam Kepley, Alissa Mercier (recently diagnosed 

with cancer), Helen Ziegler (surgery recovery), Bernadine 
Bloemer, Ruth Ann Owens, Declan Robertson, Jenny 
Wendling, and Dave Wolf 

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey & Family  

 For our government, for protection of unborn children, 
elderly, and religious liberty. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for 
harmony among nations—especially Ukraine 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

 For police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, 
and those who serve in our military and their families 

Birth Announcement God’s blessings to Tyler & Britany 
Conner as they welcomed the birth of their daughter, Mabry 
Renee, on July 21st. 

Former Immanuel Pastor Fred Muenchow was called to 
his heavenly home on July 24th. Rev. Muenchow served 
Immanuel from 1986 to 2001. Gifts toward flowers from 
Immanuel can be given at the church. The Muenchows 
were very supportive of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. 
Donations to the foundation may be made in his name 
through the church office.  

Thank you to our church family and friends for the kind 
wishes and beautiful cards for our 65th Wedding 
Anniversary.  We are so appreciative for you thinking of us.   
May God bless you all! 

- Jim & Evelyn Shumaker 

Enjoy the Effingham County Fair, July 29-August 5. 
Support our church by eating at our fair booth near the 
grandstand. Stop by the Lutheran Laymen’s League and 
the Right to Life exhibits. Invite people you meet to services 
at the church those weekends. 

 

 

Director of Youth & Family Position Congregation 
members may submit names to the church office for the 
position of full-time Director of Youth and Family. 
Candidates should be rostered workers in the LCMS.  

LYF is needing to borrow homemade ice cream makers 
to make ice cream for the Thresherman's Show. Please let 
Andy know if you are willing to let us borrow it. 

The LYF will be making the ice cream on August 10th at 
6:30pm in the Parish Hall. 

Helpers are needed to operate the sound system at your 
favorite service. Please see Pastor for training.  

 
Young Women Bible Class will be held on August 10th    
at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall Upper Level and continue to 
meet every other Wednesday.  We will study how God is in 
Control.  

2022 Lutherans For Life National Conference 
October 21-22 | All day Friday until Saturday at noon. 
Rock Island, Illinois (Quad Cities) Scheduled speakers … 
so far: Melissa Ohden | Jeanne Mancini | Steve Deace. For 
more info go to: https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/ 

ALIS Scholarship Program Immanuel families with 
children attending ALIS signed the attendance commitment 
form during registration this past week. Praise to God for 
the blessing of a Christian school and for Immanuel’s 
financial mission for its families with children attending 
ALIS!  

 

https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/

