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The War on Children 
The new pharaoh in Egypt forgot that the Hebrew ancestor 
Joseph saved Egypt from famine. He saw the many Hebrew 
people and how their flocks prospered. He feared there were 
too many of them. He ordered that they be taken as slaves to 
complete the national building projects. They toiled 
desperately, but with God’s blessing the Hebrews flourished 
and grew stronger, even under the harsh conditions. So 
Pharaoh told the Hebrew midwives to kill the sons as they 
were born. Yet these women feared God and let the male 
children live. So the pharaoh commanded all his people to 
throw every male infant into the river. 

Sound like a horrible, evil ruler to command the death of 
innocent children? A war on children indeed. How far away is 
our society away from this? In June we celebrated the 
Supreme Court turning the decision back to the states on the 
regulation of abortion, yet it offered no protection to children. 
Some states are codifying the right to abortion. Here in Illinois 
I am sure you know how the government stands. 

The Illinois state government wants to instruct your children 
on their sexuality. Under the guise of public education, senate 
Bill 818 was approved and signed by the governor last 
summer, naming it the “Keeping Youth Healthy and Safe Act.”  
By requiring children to learn about graphic subjects such as 
abortion and LGBT relationships from an early age, it does not 
keep youth healthy or safe. It requires public schools in Illinois 
teach comprehensive sex education to all students in grades 
k-12 or teach no sex education at all. The new standards for 
Kindergarten through second grade require students to be 
able to define gender, gender identity, and gender-role 
stereotypes. Third through fifth grade should be able to 
explain common human sexual development and the role of 
hormones (e.g. romantic and sexual feelings, masturbation, 
and the potential role of hormone blockers on young people 
who identify as transgender).  Sixth through eighth grade 
students should be able to explain a range of identities related 
to sexual orientation, define various forms of sex, disease 
prevention, signs of pregnancy and pregnancy options 
including abortion. 

The good news is that school districts were given the choice 
to opt out of the new standards—which most Illinois school 
districts have done. Parents can also opt their children out of 
all or part of the program if the school board does not. 

The grassroots website Awake-Illinois is reporting that only 23 
of 860 school districts in the state have decided to adopt these  
 

 
 

radical sex education standards, based on a national model, 
while 536 districts have thus far opted out. The bad news is 
this issue is not over, and the next time it comes up there will 
most likely not be opt-out for schools or parents. Why is this 
happening? 2 Timothy chapter three begins this way,  

In the last days there will come times of difficulty. 
 
For 

people will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

 
heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving 
good, 

 
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
 
having the appearance 

of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. For 
among them are those who creep into households and 
capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by 
various passions, always learning and never able to arrive 
at a knowledge of the truth. 

God’s word has warned us all along that times like this will come. 
As quickly as Egypt turned against the good Joseph did for the 
country, America is turning against the good that Jesus’ people 
have done for it. 

What should you do to guard against the world turning your 
children against the Christian faith? Simple. Take them to church. 
Let them identify first of all with the people who hear God’s word 
and believe it. Let them know the love of God for all people and 
the power of God’s forgiveness for sinners. 

Second, take the faith into your home and talk about it every day 
from an early age. Be the one who teaches them how to pray by 
doing it as a family together. Read them Bible stories as children 
and have them read to you. Have simple home devotions every 
day. Pray for your children out loud. 

Our culture is strong. There are no guarantees that our children 
will continue in the Christian faith. However, God is faithful and 
stronger. He will remind them of all that you have taught them. 
This will happen as the lies of the culture come apart before 
them. They will learn to believe the truth once again. For some 
this will take longer than others, but God will keep his promise. 

The Hebrews lived in Egypt for three hundred years until God set 
them free. He always keeps his promises, even though we think 
it takes too long. He will hear our prayers and come to the aid of 
our children in this war for their lives and for their very souls.  
Be kind to all people—even those who identify differently than 
you. We must share God’s love for all people. But we cannot let 
lies come from our mouths or into our little children’s ears. 
There’s a war on children today. God will help us. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wright 

https://www.awakeil.com/optout
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Stewardship Corner 
What is a steward? Most people, when asked this question, 
will reply: “A manager.” That is correct, but it is only half right. 
A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what 
does not belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the 
steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s behalf.                                                                                                    

We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has 
made us managers of what belongs to Him. For we have 
brought nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of 
it (1 Tim. 6:7). Everything that we have and everything that we 
are comes from God’s fatherly Divine goodness and mercy. 
God is the owner. Not only because, as the Creator, He 
created all things. But also, as the Redeemer, He has 
redeemed, that is, purchased and won all things. It all, 
therefore, belongs to Him. 

We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like 
Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of managing what 
belongs to God. What a privilege. Think about that for a 
minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked 
us to manage His possessions on His behalf here on earth. 
And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of 
His good gifts. He wants us to give our input and advise Him 
in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed. 

What a responsibility. For to whom much is given, much shall 
be required (Luke 12:48). We are not the owners. And while 
He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property 
what He wants done with it. That means we need to know His 
desire and will for His property.  

How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of 
God? We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us 
what His will for all His gifts are to be used. He tells us how we 
are to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He 
instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  

There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him. “Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 
for you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). He informs 
us of the big picture—the overarching policy. How we as His 
stewards—His managers and custodians—of His property are 
to do the managing.  

And that is what stewardship is. It is simply doing what God 
wants us to do with what He has given us. As St. Paul said: 
“Do not present your members to sin as instruments for  
 

 
 
 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who  
have been brought from death to life, and your members to 
God as instruments for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13). So let’s 
dive into God’s Word and listen to what the owner desires 
from His stewards. 

-LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

A letter from Andy 
The beginning of the school year often reminds us of how 
much the children in our world have to learn. Much of it long 
forgotten by us, but the impacts of those lessons we learned 
many years ago are used in our everyday lives.  

We often think children are the only ones who need to learn. 
They need to go to school, Sunday school, extracurriculars, 
sports, etc. None of these things they have mastered—yet. 
But as adults we have mastered all there is to know. We don’t 
need formal education. We certainly don’t need Sunday 
school, for we learned all those stories years ago.  

Sadly, that's the point of view of many Christians. We don’t 
need to learn. But God tells us otherwise. He tells us to 
continue learning. (Proverbs 1:5, Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 
18:15, Proverbs 9:9, 2 Timothy 3:16) Unless you are God, you 
can always learn more. In fact, adult learning is VITAL to the 
learning of children. The biggest influence in a child’s life is 
their parents. Why would they learn if you are not learning? 
Why should they go to Sunday school if you aren’t? We are all 
busy, but we must listen to the first commandment and have 
NO other Gods! Not God’s of sleep, our friends, watching 
sports, or resting without children. Even the greatest gifts from 
God can be used as idols by the devil to turn us away from 
our loving God.  

We must remember that education is important. 
Understanding is important. Wisdom is important. God is the 
most important thing. Let us come together as brothers and 
sisters in Christ to praise and worship our God through the 
learning of His Word.  

There are great opportunities for adult learning at our church! 
Pastor’s Bible Class & the Life of Faith Bible Class, both 
offered during the Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 AM). 
There are numerous Bible studies throughout the week! And if 
you haven’t found one you like/are able to attend, think about 
creating your own!  

In Christ In All Things, 
Andy Dahnke 
Director of Youth and Family 
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Prayer Corner  
 For healing:  Jenna Blake, Tom Campbell, Heather 

Davis, Abbey Franzen, Wayne Franzen, Pam Kepley, 
Bruce Kessler, Myong Mayfield, Ruth Ann Owens, 
Elverna Tappendorf, Jenny Wendling, and Dave Wolf 

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey and family  

 For our government, for protection of unborn children, 
elderly, and religious liberty 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for harmony 
among nations—especially Ukraine 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

 For police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, and 

those who serve in our military and their families  

 

Pastor Gary Fortkamp Join us in celebrating the 55+ years of 

ministry of Pastor Gary Fortkamp on Sunday, September 4th. The 
celebration will be held at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Effingham. Open House Cake Reception for all area 

congregations and friends will be held from 1:00 – 2:00 PM. 

Immanuel's Family Ministry will kick off with its 

first Intentional Faith Recognition for parents and children in 
Kindergarten and who are three years of age. This 
recognition will happen during the 8:30 and 11:00 services 
on September 11th. Parents are encouraged to learn more about 
these aspects of faith by attending Andy's Life of Faith Bible 
Study.  

First Together Time of the Year is September 14th. There 
will be a brief parent & youth meeting at 5:30 PM in the 
Down Stairs Parish Hall.  Together Times have changed 
this school year, Jr. High will meet from 4:30 – 7 PM and 
Sr. High will meet from 5:30-8 PM. 

St. Paul Corn Maze Junior high will meet September 30th 
at 6 PM to carpool over. 
 

 

 

 

Wish List for Youth There are many things that we use on a 
regular basis for youth group. Perhaps you have some 
additional ideas for the list.  Here are some items that we feel 
would help us in our ministry: 

 Gift cards to local restaurants and grocery stores (S&W, 
Walmart, Little Caesars, etc.) 

 Soda 

 Chips (individually packaged) 

 Desserts 

 Air Hockey Table 

 Thrivent Action Team Cards (for Advent Meals) 

Volunteer Opportunities with Youth We are looking for 
volunteers who have a passion for youth to help with the 
ministry on a regular basis. Please contact Andy if you are 
interested in learning more. 

Adults are also needed to join in Bible Study with youth on 
Wednesdays from 6 – 7 PM from September 14th until 
November 23rd. 

The 2nd Annual ALIS BBQ Cook-Off will be Saturday, Sept. 
10th, beginning at 1 PM at the Effingham County Fair Grounds. 
Activities include bounce houses, childrens games, 
volleyball/bag tournaments, bake sale, cake walk, beer garden 
and more. Brisket and pulled pork meals begin at 4 PM. 
Please come out and help support ALIS!  

Baptism Class will be held on September 6th at 7 PM in the 
Parish Hall. This is for expecting parents, sponsors, those 
thinking about being baptized or anyone in the congregation 
who would like to refresh and learn about what we believe, 
why it's important, and how it is involved in our everyday lives. 
Those wishing to be baptized (adult or parents of the child) will 
need to attend one class before their child is baptized at 
Immanuel. 

New Member Class will meet on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 8:00 
PM in the conference room. If you'd like to know more about 
Christian faith and our life together at Immanuel, this class is 
for you. It's also a good review for life-long members. The first 
class begins on September 13th and continues through 
October. 

Children's Sunday School starts back on September 11th 
from 9:45-10:45 AM for ages 3 through 12th grade. 
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Young Women Bible Class will be held on September 7th 
and 21st at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall Upper Level and 
continue to meet every other Wednesday.   

Bethlehem Fall Mission Festival is on September 25th and 
will begin with a Vespers service at 7 PM (Rev. Kevin Robson, 
LC-MS Chief Mission Officer) followed by a mission 
presentation (Rev. Dan McMiller, Executive Director of 
International Mission). Desserts and homemade ice cream will 
be provided by the Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Zion 
Youth. 

Act Like Men Shooting Retreat will be held on    
September 17th. Men, bring your sons, grandsons, nephews, 
or friends along with your firearms and some ammo to take 
aim at Camp CILCA. Shooting provides a perfect opportunity 
for talk to men, young and old, about responsibility, strength, 
and discipline. Bible study will also focus on what it means to 
be a man in an increasingly confused society. A range officer 
will be on hand for safety.  

Lunch will be served between morning and afternoon 
sessions. Total cost is $15 per person. Camp CILCA will have 
some safety glasses and ear protection, but feel free to bring 
your own. Contact the camp office for more information or to 
register. Contact: 217-487-7497 / camp@cilca.org.  

Living with Grief will meet on Tuesday, September 27th at  

10 AM at St. John Lutheran Church in Effingham.                   

LLL Retreat will be held on September 10th at Camp 
Cilca.  We are pleased to have Dr. Schurb from the CID 
District Office and Dr. Daniel Harmelink from the Concordia 
Historical Institute in St. Louis presenting together. They will 
present episodes of the 175 years of the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod. Registration is from 8 – 9 AM.  The cost is 
$20 which includes lunch.   

The LLL “Annual Retreat” began in 1955 and there have been 
“Retreats” every year since.  A couple of men had attended a 
similar event in Indiana.  They were instrumental in starting it 
in the Central Illinois District.  What a heritage “The Retreat” 
has become! 

2022 Lutherans For Life National Conference will be on 
October 21—22 in Rock Island, Illinois. Current speaker 
schedule includes Melissa Ohden, Jeanne Mancini and Steve 
Deace. Further details: https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/ 

 
 

 

Baby Bottle Project has been a success with more than 
$80,000 raised—just shy of $1800 to meet the Effingham 
County goal! Collections will continue throughout the year, so 
if you missed out, feel free to donate through our office.  

 

mailto:camp@cilca.org
https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/

