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I was glad 

when they 

said unto me, 

“Let us go up 

to the house 

of the Lord.” 

Psalm 122:1 

 

Immanuel means “God with us.” I was pleased to see these 

words printed in German on the t-shirts designed for the 

upcoming anniversary year of 2024. God has 

been with our congregation for the past century 

and a half. When we went through a change of 

language, wars, famines, diseases, and social 

unrest, God was there with us. He rejoiced with 

us when newborn children were baptized and 

whole families joined us because of the gospel 

message. There at the altar we called out to 

God in our grief as we laid our loved ones to 

rest for eternity. Safe in the arms of Jesus, our 

Immanuel, we have continued in the true way 

of God. It is Jesus who welcomes us into the 

presence of his Heavenly Father at Immanuel 

each Sunday. Jesus is our forgiveness before 

the most holy God. He gives us access to the Father’s 

heart. His cross—the symbol of his dying love for each of 

us—is always before us on the altar.  

Since our building was dedicated in 1969 we have added a 

few things, such as new doors, window frames, and 

carpeting in order to maintain the sanctuary. It has served 

us well these fifty-three years, but it now appears a bit 

worn. This year the congregation formed a committee to 

study the interior of our worship space. They will present a 

proposal for us this month.  

As you listen to the presentation and see the plan, consider 

how important the sanctuary is for all of us. This is where 

God is with us. He speaks to us through his word, calling us 

back from our sins and doubts and covering us with the 

peace of the gospel. The children are washed as infants 

and gathered as toddlers at the foot of the altar. It is where 

we confess our sins and are absolved by the pastor’s 

declaration. There we are fed the very body and blood of 

Christ, the bread of heaven that gives eternal life. There we 

sing praise to our God for all his goodness to us. The way 

we maintain the sanctuary testifies how important these 

things are to us.  

 

 

Consider how God blesses you at Immanuel and help us 

keep the worship space in the best condition possible. 

God’s mercy endures forever. May we 

always rejoice when he invites us to come 

to the house of the Lord. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wright 

Side Note: You may have noticed a robe I 
wear for non-communion services. It is 
called a cope, from which we get the 
English word cape. My cope has the image 
of the vine and branches from John 15. It is 
something I had in the back of my closet for 
many years. Lisa said, “Wear this or I’m 
giving it away.”  So I’m wearing it 
occasionally with you.  

 
Stewardship 

New Testament Standard Giving 

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, 
the conversation inevitably turns to the question: “How 
much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive 
behind such questions may vary.  

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for 
self-justification. As Lutherans, we know that we are not 
saved by our works but by grace through faith because of 
Jesus’ substitutionary atonement. Yet the natural religion of 
fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do. 

Take for example the response of our Lord to the rich 
young ruler who asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The 
rich young ruler responds by indicating that all this he has 
kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one 
thing: He must sell all that he has and give it to the poor 
and then follow him. This rich, young ruler went away sad 
because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his 
possessions.  

Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by 
their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty that 
God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response 
that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works. 
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But to those who genuinely desire to know what their duty 
is, as Christians, in the arena of giving, we look to the Bible 
for our answer. We believe that the Bible is the Word of 
God. And we know that the Word of God has been 
“breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” 
with the question, “What does the Bible say about how 
much we should give and to whom?” 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the 
people of God would give a tithe, that is 10 percent, of the 
first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of 
the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the 
people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from 
the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the 
place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, 
you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of 
your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you 
may learn to fear the Lord your God always. And if the way 
is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the 
tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the 
place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, 
to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and 
bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the 
Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever 
you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, 
whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there 
before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your 
household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is 
within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with 
you.  

“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the 
tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within 
your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or 
inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat 
and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all 
the work of your hands that you do.” (Deuteronomy 14:22–
29) 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New 
Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. Paul 
teaches the Church at Corinth this: We are to give to the  

church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 
16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our 
first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) 
with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 
8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And 
all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who 
preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” 
(1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did. 

This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became 
poor for us in order to make us rich in Him—blessing us 
with the riches of heaven—so we also have been so 
blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and 
give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others 
with the same.  

If we have been lax in this, let us – like our Lord, who for 
the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned its 
shame – likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular 
giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s 
giving to us. And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the 
joy set before us—with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, 
and love—to share the blessings of God with those placed 
into our care.  —LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Prayer Corner  

 For healing:  Tom Campbell, Heather Davis, Abbey 
Franzen, Wayne Franzen, Pam Kepley, Ruth Ann 
Owens, Declan Robertson, Jenny Wendling, and Dave 
Wolf  

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey & Family  

 For our government, for protection of unborn children, 
elderly, and religious liberty. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for 
harmony among nations—especially Ukraine 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus 

 For police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, 
and those who serve in our military and their families 

Living with Grief held an initial meeting on Tuesday,   
June 14th at Immanuel.  The next meeting will be July 26th 
at 10 AM at St. John’s, Effingham. 
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Lutheran Youth Fellowship We are preparing for the 2022 
LCMS Gathering in Houston, TX and will be traveling July 8 
– 14th. The theme for this Gathering is “In All Things” and is 
based on Colossians 1:15-20. Until the Gathering, I hope to 
dive into a bit of what we are learning as we prepare and 
what we will learn while at the Gathering. 

In a few short days we will be boarding a bus and traveling 
to Houston, TX, to take part in an experience that—for 
many of the kids—will be once in a lifetime. It will be an 
opportunity to spend time with friends, meet new people, 
and most importantly dig into God’s word and have God in 
all aspects of their lives! We will hear testimony from others 
that have experienced God during times of deep despair, 
seen His glory in unexpected places, and hear how others 
have gained deep wisdom through Him. 

I hope you will join me in praying for each of these youth 
who will be attending. Pray that this experience strengthens 
their faith—not just for this trip—but that it will provide a 
lasting experience on their faith throughout their life on 
earth. Pray that we have safe travels. Pray that we meet 
new brothers and sisters in Christ. Pray that we will show 
Jesus to all the people we meet outside of the Gathering. 
Pray that the adult leaders will have the strength, attitude, 
wisdom and faith needed to help these youth as they 
participate in this event.  
Youth:     
Aden McManaway Cooper Pals Logan Cornett 
Alex Walker Ellie McManaway Mason Robinson 
Audrey Brinker Kade Milleville Nathan Stuemke 
Brayden Elam Kingston Koester Paige Wendling 
Brayden Schnarre Kylie Osteen Peyton Osteen 
Cheyenne Brinker Lauren Walker Presley Siebert 
Adults:    
Andy Dahnke Ann Robinson Jason Koester 
Mike Walker Sara Ruding  

The LCMS Gathering Participants would like to invite the 
congregation to a THANK YOU Meal on August 21st at 
noon in the parish hall. This is a time for us to say thank 
you for all of your prayerful and financial support on our trip. 
This will also be when we share about our experience and 
what we learned.  

Through Christ In All Things, 
Andy Dahnke, Director of Youth and Family 

LCMS Youth Gathering | In All Things 
July 9-13, 2022 | Houston, TX 

LYF Servent Event We will be cleaning the Fair Stand on 
July 25th. The time is to be determined. 

SURPRISE LYF Event will be on Wednesday, July 27, 
2022.  The time of the SURPRISE is to be determined. 

Congregational News The Voters’ Assembly has formed a 
sanctuary refurbishment planning committee that is 
considering how to restore and update the pews and 
flooring in the worship space. A plan is being put together 
that will be presented for consideration at an upcoming 
Voters’ Assembly.  

The congregation has also formed a call committee to staff 
a full-time position for youth, family, and music areas. The 
committee is composed of the president, two elders, two 
members of the Parish Board of Education, one 
representative from the Board of Stewardship, and the 
pastor. They will report to a future Voters’ Assembly. 

The restrooms on the north side of the sanctuary are open. 
New stalls, fixtures, and thermal insulation have been 
installed. The flooring and paint will be upgraded with the 
sanctuary project.  

Special Voters’ Meeting is set for Wednesday, July 6, 
2022, at 7PM in the church sanctuary. The Church 
Renovation Committee is ready to share all our findings 
with our church family.  We will be presenting our proposal, 
showing our findings and explaining our plans.  The areas 
we will be discussing:  flooring, wood ceiling, altar, pulpit & 
lectern areas, sound, concrete block walls (south & west), 
pews, lighting, painting, and cry room.  Our goal is to have 
discussion with a possible vote at his meeting.  This is 
God’s house that we have the privilege of worshipping in 
every week, and it is our responsibility to take care of it.  
We pray for a huge turnout of our members at this meeting 
to share your thoughts, concerns, and excitement over 
these possibilities, as we move forward together in the next 
step of Immanuel’s future, preparing for the next 150 years. 

Young Women Bible Class will be held on July 13 and 
July 27 at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall Upper Level and we 
will study how God is in Control. 

2022 Lutherans For Life National Conference 
October 21-22 | All day Friday until Saturday at noon. 
Rock Island, Illinois (Quad Cities) Scheduled speakers … 
so far: Melissa Ohden | Jeanne Mancini | Steve Deace. For 
more info go to: https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/ 

https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/
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Praise God for the Supreme Court decision as it 
rightfully removes federal jurisdiction and gives it back to 
the States.  This, however, means those of us in Illinois will 
have to work very hard to fight against abortion.   

We are looking for a large turnout to our next meeting on 
Wednesday evening, July 20th at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church fellowship hall.  The meeting will begin at 8PM.  The 
main item on the agenda is to approve the Constitution and 
By-laws of our chapter since we changed the name to 
include the ALTAMONT AREA.  Each member of our 
congregations is welcome and encouraged to attend.   

60th Regular Convention Central Illinois District        
July 17-19, 2022 Pastor Wright and Don VonBehren will 
attend as our delegates in Springfield, IL. A report will be 
given in Sunday Bible Class on July 24th. 

Immanuel Fair Stand Schedule The success of the Fair 
Stand is up to you!  Please check the schedule in the 
narthex to confirm work hours. We’ve started with last 
year’s schedule for volunteers. Please confirm with a “Y” by 
the respective time slot or cross out your name and jot 
down alternative(s) that work for you. If a blank time slot is 
available that works for you, please sign up accordingly. 
New workers are welcome and needed.  If your name is 
not crossed out by Friday, July 15th, we will assume the 
schedule works for you. If you are a Thrivent member or 
associate member, please consider applying for Thrivent 
Action Funds. You may contact Diana Wendling at 618-
335-0067 for instructions. 

150th Anniversary Committee will be meeting on Monday, 
July 11th at 7 PM in the Parish Hall.   

God with Us, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Aid will be having the annual pie baking event on 
July 20th at Immanuel in preparation for the Effingham 
County Fair. More than 100 pies will be made to supply 
dessert for our food stand. Donations of flour, sugar, 
Crisco©, fresh or frozen fruit may be brought to the Parish 
Hall kitchen. Your contributions are much appreciated!   

ALIS Summer Office Hours will be May 24th–August 7th, 
10am-2pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  
The building will be closed June 12th-July 4th. You may also 
contact the office via email or phone, which will be checked 
regularly.  

Lutheran Care Center (LCC) 11th Annual Golf Outing for 
LCC Kids will be Saturday, August 27, 2022, at St. Elmo 
Golf Club.  Entry fee is $50/person and includes 18 holes, 
cart, lunch, skills contests, and prizes.  Non-golfers may 
also register for lunch only at $6/person.  Registration 

begins at 7:00 AM with a shotgun start at 
8:00 AM.  Come out and support the LCC 
Kids Enrichment Center and enjoy fun, 
food, and fellowship.  Sign-up forms may be 
found on the Parish Hall shelf. 

Volunteer at the Cross At the Crossroads Volunteers at 
the Cross are needed to staff the Welcome Center, greet 
visitors, answer questions, handle Cross merchandise, and 
more.  Volunteers are asked to serve approximately 3 hours 
per month.  For more information, contact Ms. Patty Winn at 
217-720-5545. 

 


