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From Pastor Wright 
   God bless you this Eastertide. As we have observed 
forty days of Lent to mark the humiliation and suffering 
of Jesus to bring us full atonement for our sins and 
open the door of heaven to all of us, we now begin fifty 
days of celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead and all the blessings this brings to us.  
    The greatest way to celebrate is to come to church 
and hear again about the forgiveness, life, and 
salvation that Jesus has brought to us. We are blessed 
to be baptized into Christ and have a deep hunger to 
hear the Word of God, and a deep thirst for the body 
and blood of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. Nothing else 
in life can give us the blessing and purpose that God’s 
gift of word and sacrament do. We gather in great joy 
each week to rejoice in these gifts and give thanks and 
praise to Him. 
    As we gather you will sometimes notice that we do 
not have an organist. Sheryl Marble has played the 
pipe organ at Immanuel for thirty-four years. Over this 
time she has been helped by substitute organists. 
Right now we are not able to have a guest organist on 
Sundays when she is taking a break with her family, so 
we have begun to use the services of the Substitute 
Organist System. This is a program that plays the 
hymns and liturgy on our pipe organ by downloading 
electronic midi files over the internet. This is possible 
because our organ was refurbished two years ago with 
electronic components provided by a generous donor. 
   We have a young man by the name of Barrett 
Alwardt who is learning to play parts of the service. 
You will notice him playing occasionally. Give him your 
encouragement over the next years as he prepares to 
play entire services. 
   We don’t always show adequate appreciation to the 
people who play instruments, sing, and direct  
the music that adds so much to our services. Say a 
prayer of thanks to God for the music of the church that 
supports the preaching of the Word, and for those who 
lead us by playing and singing. This includes the team          
members of the Sunday eleven am services as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
   On Thursday, May 26 we will gather at 6:30 pm for 
an Ascension Day service. This marks the end of the 
forty days that Jesus spent with us on earth after his 
resurrection and the moment he ascended visibly into 
heaven, where he intercedes for us with the Heavenly 
Father. All praise to Jesus! 
   Our missionary, Rev. Ted Krey, Rebecca, and their 
five children continue to serve as our representatives in 
the Dominican Republic. Ted is also the area director 
for LCMS Missions in Central America and the 
Caribbean. Pray that the Kreys continue to reach out 
on our behalf with the message of the forgiveness of 
sins through faith in Jesus Christ for many years to 
come.  
                         Yours in Christ,          

Pastor Wright 
 

 New members: We are blessed to have several new 
members to our fellowship.  
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Beau Morrison is married to 
Stephanie (who was received 
into membership in December) 
and they have three children, 
Elizabeth, Quinn, and Liam. He 
works as a machinist foreman.  

Amber Kull is married to 
Trenton Kull and has two 

children, Braven and Emryn. 

She is a physical therapist. 

Morgan Wolff is 
recently married to 

Eric Wolff. She works 
at South Central Ag 

Services. 
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What is Confirmation? Confirmation is a public rite of 
the church preceded by a period of instruction 
designed to help baptized Christians identify with the 
life and mission of the Christian community. The 
catechumens (those studying the catechism of the 
church) affirm that they are believers in Jesus for 
salvation, they have been properly baptized and have 
a basic understanding of the church’s doctrinal 
teaching, they are living a godly life in repentance of 
sin, and ask for our prayers and encouragement to 
remain steadfast in this faith and church. For those 
growing up in the church we offer this in middle school 
years. For adults it is offered spring and fall with the 
pastor. On Sunday, May 24 eleven eighth grade 
students were confirmed: Emma Bowman, Cheyenne 
Brinker, Brayden Elam, Ellie Flack, Kade Milleville, 
Cooper Pals, Eryka Ragan, Brayden Schnarre, Brock 
Wendling, Adam Wolff, and Gracie Wright. 

What is LERT? It stands for Lutheran Early Response 
Team, and these are people who are trained to 
respond to local disasters, like tornadoes, floods, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, and manmade disasters, 
offering care, compassion, and recovery assistance. 
About 30 Immanuel members have already been 
trained. There is a Basic LERT Training being held on: 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
1201 West Jackson Street in Auburn, Illinois. 
Registration begins at 8:30 am and training is from 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm. The fee is $35, which covers a 
light breakfast, lunch, LERT manual, disaster vest, and 
I.D. badge. If you are already LERT certified, there is 
no fee as this will be considered continuing education. 
Contact Stephen Born at 217-220-0162 
or bornstephen@yahoo.com for more information on 
how to join our team. 
 

 

Easter Greeting from POBLO, International  
(People of the Book Lutheran Outreach –to Muslim 
neighbors)  Rejoice, for our Redeemer lives! We 
would like to wish our POBLO family best wishes 
of the Resurrection Day of our Lord. We are indeed 
Easter people. We live with a hope and we die with a 
hope. The empty tomb of our Lord is our hope, and a 
hope for the whole world. Since he rose, we sleep in 
Him and are going to rise in Him as well. The Cross of 
Christ is not a sign of defeat--it’s a sign of victory. The 
sinful man who was cast out of the God’s presence 
and Garden of Eden was reconciled with the Father on 
the Cross. Jesus paid in full for sin and defeated death 
and rose again. Neither those who nailed Him to the 
Cross, nor the Roman soldiers who were guarding his 
grave, or the stone on the face of the grave, or the 
whole Roman Empire could hold Him in. He came out 
victorious! Satan was defeated on the Cross. The 
promise that Father made in Gen 3:15, in obedience to 
that promise Jesus gave His life willingly for the world 
to save the world. How truly did Apostle Paul say, 
“Death where is your sting?” POBLO is carrying this 
hope to the world that does not know Jesus as the only 
true Lord and Savior. We would like to thank you for 
your faithful and continued partnership. You are 
the reason we continue to grow; you are enabling 
POBLO to carry the saving message of the Gospel 
to the dying world. First of all, we would like to thank 
our Lord Jesus Christ who gave this great sacrifice and 
hope of eternal life. We would also like to thank you for 
being instruments of our Lord in empowering and 
strengthening POBLO.  

3/30/2022  HELSINKI – A Finnish court has upheld the 
right to free speech by dismissing all charges against 
Finnish Parliamentarian Päivi Räsänen and Lutheran 
Bishop Juhana Pohjola. In a unanimous ruling, the 
Helsinki District Court concluded that “it is not for the 
district court to interpret biblical concepts.” The 
prosecution was ordered to pay more than 60,000 
euros in legal costs and has seven days to appeal the 
ruling. The former Minister of the Interior had been 
charged with “hate speech” for sharing her faith-based 
views on marriage and sexual ethics in a 2019 tweet, a 
2019 radio debate, and a 2004 pamphlet. Pohjola 

Deb Shamhart is 
married to Dave 
Shamhart and is the 
mother of Jessica 
Grobengieser. She 
works at the Altamont 
Medical Center. 

 

mailto:bornstephen@yahoo.com
https://twitter.com/PaiviRasanen/status/1140693636176384011
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faced charges for publishing Räsänen’s pamphlet for 
his congregation over 17 years ago. Their case has 
garnered global media attention this year, as human 
rights experts voiced concern over the threat this case 
posed to free speech in Finland. For more information 
see https://adfinternational.org. 
 

 

Central Illinois District (CID) Scholarship Sunday is 

May 1st.  Four undergraduates, thirteen 
seminarians, and one deaconess from our CID are 
in great financial need to help continue studies.  
Please consider making a scholarship gift 
contribution on Sunday. CID envelopes are 
entitled, Will They Always Be There, will be located 
in the narthex. Checks should be mailed to:  
  

Scholarship Sunday Gift 
 Central Illinois District -  LCMS 
 1850 N. Grand Avenue West 
 Springfield, IL  62702-1626 

Checks payable to:  
CID Scholarship Endowment Fund 

 
   Annual proceeds will assist future students or go 
toward the “CID Scholarship Fund” which is used to aid 
2022 – 2023 students. Since the need for called 
workers is so great, we also ask you to encourage 
those who qualify to consider pursuing a called church-
worker vocation. Thank you for your support of our 
present and future pastors, teachers, and full-time 
church work. 

   Immanuel also supports future church workers 
through the Ladies Aid, Immanuel Church Worker 
Scholarship Fund, and ALIS Church Worker 
Scholarship Fund. Currently Austin Wendling is 
preparing for service as a Lutheran secondary 
education teacher. Kali Wieshaar Langewisch is 
married to a student at Concordia Seminary.  

Young men and women! Free tuition for pre-seminary 
and pre-deaconess students is available to you at 
Concordia University in St. Paul, MN. Both our U.S. 
seminaries are offering free tuition to future pastors. 
Speak with Pastor Wright for more information. WE 
NEED PASTORS! 

150th Anniversary Committee is planning several 
events for 2024. This year we will walk in the Altamont 
Memorial Day Parade on May 30. Those golden agers 
who wish to ride the “people mover” may do so thanks 
to the Mill Road Threshermen association. 

Large Print is Tuesday, May 3. Call Eloise McGuire at 
618-322-7609 to volunteer. 

Ladies Aid Thursday, May 5, 7PM. Devotion by 
Claudia Berg, topic LCC by Emily Miller. Hostesses are 
Freda Beccue, Claudia Berg, Charla Wolff.   

Prayer Corner 

 For healing: Heather Davis,  Robi Flach, Abbey 
Franzen, Cheri Hammer, Pam Kepley, Jeff Miller, 
JR Newby, Ruth Ann Owens, Declan Robertson, 
Dave Wolf, Lilly Wright.    

 Comfort to the family and friends of Adela Goers, 
Gerald Holste and Tim Mueller 

 Church staff, ALIS school staff and families.    

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey & Family  

 For our government for protection of unborn 
children and elderly. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence, and for 
harmony among nations—especially Ukraine. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 For police, firefighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our military 
and their families. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Information from Andy and the LYF  
Immanuel Youth Group is preparing for the 2022 LCMS 
Gathering in Houston, TX. The theme for this 
Gathering is In All Things based on Colossians 1:15-
20. Every month until the Gathering, I plan to dive into 
what we are learning as we prepare and that which we 
learned during the event.   

Thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a 
time when it was deeply appreciated. We can’t 
thank you enough for the prayers and support 
you have shown during Tiffany’s cancer journey. 
Your generous memorial is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you,  
Jason - Kelton,  
Roger & Penney 
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   The Bible truly is the story of all things. It tells us how 
the earth was created, what was here before then, what 
life will be like after the world's end. It holds for us 
ultimate wisdom and power. It shows how God who is in 
all things. What I want to talk about today is something 
that many of us forget God is always with us—not just in 
church or when we read the Bible or pray. God is in ALL 
things. He is there when we are watching TV. He is there 
when we are eating breakfast. He is with us on our drive 
to school or work. He is with us in ALL things.  
   I have talked about this very thing before, but we need 
to be reminded of this repeatedly. With God we are never 
alone. God makes this very clear to us in the Bible when 
He says over and over again that He will never leave us 
or forsake us! (Deut. 3:6,8; Heb. 13:5; Josh. 1:5; Gen. 
28:15; 1 Chron. 28:20; Deut. 4:31). Does God sometimes 
push and shove His way into our lives? Yes, but He has 
also given us free will. If we choose not to have God in 
our life, we won't. He respects our choices regardless of 
how wrong they are. But when we embrace the faith God 
has given us and choose to add God to every aspect of 
our lives, we will see God more and more. We will hear 
His wisdom in still small voices in our heads, through the 
Bible, through our friends, through church on Sunday 
morning, even on social media. And that wisdom that He 
gives us will spread into all things in our lives, 
friendships, jobs, and hobbies.  
    God is truly in all things. He may not be in all things in 
your life because you have pushed Him away. But God 
wants to be a part of all things in your life because He 
loves you. He loves you so much He died for you on the 
cross! If He did that, why wouldn't He want to be with you 
at all times? He paid the ultimate price for you to go to 
heaven, yet we still doubt He can protect us from the 
minor skirmishes in our lives? God cares for all things in 
your life. He is with you in all things, good or bad. 
Embrace the protection God gives you and make Him a 
part of all things in your life! 
     Maybe you are wondering, how do I do this? How do I 
make God more involved in my life? Isn't He always with 
me? When we spend more time with God, we see Him 
more in our lives. It's not about us feeling God's 
presence. It’s about embracing God's presence. How do 
you ask? Do you have a designated time to spend with 
God in prayer, reading scripture, meditating on His 
words? If not, that is the first step. And when I say 
designated, I don't mean a time you say you are going to 

do it, but also are watching your kids, cooking supper, 
and you're on your phone. I mean a time when someone 
is watching your kids (or maybe they're sleeping) when 
you don't have to multitask, and your phone is put away. 
God is a mighty God; He deserves His own designated 
time. I have found the Psalms are a great place to start. 
Read one psalm a day, meditate on what it means, and 
pray to God for whatever is on your mind. Then spend a 
minute or two in silence, awaiting the thoughts God might 
want to put on your heart. Will you always have a 
revelation about what you just read? No. But when we 
embrace God, it changes our whole day. We start to see 
similarities between our lives and what we have heard 
from Him in scripture. 

Through Christ In All Things,  
Andy Wendling, Director of Youth & Family 

 

Baby Bottles for Family Life Center will be ready on 
Mothers’ Day and then should be turned back in by 
Fathers’ Day with your contribution. Make checks 
payable to Family Life Center. 

Young Women Bible Class will begin meeting on 
Wednesday, May 4th at 7PM. It will be led by Andy in 
the Parish Hall.   

Immanuel's VBS will be May 31-June 3 from 9:00-
11:55 am. This year's theme is Tree of Life: God's 
Promise of Salvation. We will talk about different times 
where God shows His promises to us! And learn how 
He keeps those promises! Children 3 years old to 
entering 6th grade are welcome to sign up! Sign up is 
available now on our website. Paper sign-ups will be 
available soon.  

Tour of France from November 1-12, 2022. Nice, 
Monte Carlo, Lyon, Loire Valley, Chateau Country, 
Mont St. Michel, Bayeux, Normandy, Rouen and Paris. 
$3,679 per person from Chicago (includes airfare, 
motorcoach, quality lodging, most meals and $520 
taxes/surcharge). See Pastor Wright. The deadline is 
July 1st. 

Library Addition:  Marlene Krenzke, a former 
Immanuel choir director, has written her memoirs of life 
as a pastor's wife. The book is entitled "As for Me and 
My House: Faith Journey of the little farm girl." 


