
April 2022 Page 1 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

HOLY  WEEK  AT  IMMANUEL 

Worship the Savior 
 

Palm Sunday, April 10  
Procession at 8:30 and 10:45 AM  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 14  
Service at 6:30 with Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 15  
Prayer Service at Noon.  
Tenebrae Service at 6:30 PM 
 
Easter Sunday, April 17  
Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM 
Festival Service at 9:00 AM with Lord’s Supper. 
 
Confirmation Sunday, April 24 
Regular Service 8:30 AM 
Confirmation Service 10:00 AM 
 
From Pastor Wright 
  Lent is coming to an end. This year we have 
considered the salutary gift of the Lord’s Supper. 
In this sacrament we are invited into fellowship 
with Jesus at His table, communing with one 
another as disciples, and joined with the saints 
who have gone before us gathered around the 
heavenly throne of God. The Lord’s Supper is a 
blest communion with God in the simple means 
of bread and wine. The Word of God tells us that 
it is a mysterious way for God to bring us his 
forgiveness. We eat bread and wine, but the 
promise of God connects us to the body and 
blood of Jesus himself. It gives health to our soul 
and will bring the mortal body to an immortal 
resurrection. It is a provision we desperately 
need often in a world that is lost to God and his 
plan of salvation. Lord, sustain us and your 
church! 
  The Lord Jesus commanded us to celebrate his 
presence in this way on the night before his 
death by crucifixion. He said to do this in 
remembrance of him. At communion we 
remember what Jesus died for when we confess  

 
 
 
 
 
 
all the sins we have committed against heaven 
and our neighbors. We remember His word that 
He would be with us always, even to the end of 
the age. We remember his mercy, and that we 
can always find Him in His word, which says, 
“This is my body…this is my blood, shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus is present in 
that bread and wine because he says so. His 
word is everything to us. Where Jesus is, there is 
also life and salvation. 
   We gather on Easter Sunday, but also every 
Sunday at Immanuel. Each Sunday is like a little 
Easter. God meets with us and says, “Do not 
fear. It’s me! Be at peace. As the Father sent 
me, I am sending you into the world.” Wherever 
we go we tell the good news that we sinners 
have a way to the most holy God who created 
us. We are not merely His creation anymore. 
Now we are His children, for Jesus Christ calls 
us His brothers and sisters. His heavenly Father 
is now our heavenly Father. Because of what 
Jesus did for us, we can say we are truly the 
children of God. The Lord’s Supper is a 
confirmation of all this and more. 
   I am thankful for the new members of the 
church that the Holy Spirit has gathered to us. 
Our catechumens are now welcome to receive 
the Lord’s Supper with us. That includes four 
new adult members and eleven junior 
confirmation students. What a blessing to be 
welcomed to the Lord’s Table!  God is expanding 
his kingdom by bringing people into fellowship 
with His church. 
   While the country of Ukraine is rocked by 
bloodshed, we pray for people who are suffering 
there. May the Holy Spirit use the believers to 
reach people who have lost faith in mankind, that 
they might hear the gospel and believe. We lift 
up in prayer our partner Lutherans there as they 
minister to the citizens and immigrants during 
this horrible conflict. Lord, have mercy upon 
them!  The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is 
providing human care relief to those fleeing the 
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country through our partners in border countries. 
Go to lcms.org to learn how you can help. 
   I would like to say to everyone that it is a joy to 
serve as your pastor. Each day as I lead 
services, preach, teach classes, give communion 
to groups small and large, know that I am 
praying for you to remain faithful in all that 
challenges your faith. God is faithful to you and 
will keep all of his promises to you. The 
resurrection of Jesus is the proof of this.  
 

With love, 
 

Pastor James Wright 
 
    

Winkel Meeting The pastors of the Altamont 
Circuit, Central Illinois District LCMS will gather 
at Immanuel on Tuesday, April 5 for worship and 
study of the Word. You are welcome to attend 
the special communion service at 10:00 with us 
in the sanctuary. We call this meeting a “winkel” 
after the German word for “corners” of a large 
room where conventions took place. The local 
pastors gathered in the corners to have their 
local meetings. 
 
Anita’s Retirement  Immanuel thanks Anita 
Alwardt for eighteen years of service in the 
church office. That equals about 216 
newsletters, 936 announcement folders, as well 
as countless phone calls and records kept. She 
has served cheerfully and faithfully. Her 
successors, Carla Cornett and Sherri 
VonBehren, will begin duties in May. Thank you, 
Anita, for so many years of helping the people of 
Immanuel Lutheran to follow Jesus in good 
order. God bless your retirement. 
 
Ukraine The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) Office of International Mission (OIM) 
continues to work with the Rev. Serge 
Maschewski, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ukraine (ELCU), to offer assistance in 
the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Currently, pastors of the ELCU are visiting their 
members and trying to aid anyone in trouble. 
Financial assistance from the LCMS has been 
used to buy helmets and body armor for pastors 
as they continue to minister to their people. 

   In addition to helping provide protection for 
those delivering the life-giving Word and 
Sacraments, assistance has been distributed to 
ELCU congregation members and other 
refugees fleeing to the West. Additional aid has 
assisted those remaining in Ukraine, including 
providing funds for: 

 Food, accommodations, documents and 
clothes for Eastern Ukrainian refugees who 
have arrived in Lviv and Vinnytsia; 

 A hospital in Lutskfor that cares for refugees 
and military personnel; 

 Congregations of the ELCU, including their 
members; and 

 Food banks and medicine for the community. 

   In a recent email update, the Rev. James A. 
Krikava, associate executive director of Eurasia 
and Asia Operations for the OIM, reported that 
the Lutheran congregation in Dnipro is still 
functioning. In fact, the members are working to 
distribute food and clothing. They are also 
providing housing to incoming refugees. 
   “It is really amazing to see the hearts of many 
moved to help in such abundance,” said Krikava. 
As you continue to pray for Ukraine, please also 
pray for those who are receiving refugees, 
especially the Synod’s church partners and 
missionaries. We join together with the whole 
church in praying for peace, for protection, and 
that all might be saved and come to a knowledge 
of the truth in Jesus Christ. 
   To learn more, support the work in Ukraine and 
help those affected by this war, 
visit lcms.org/ukraine. 
 
Set Apart to Serve (Church Work Careers) In a 
recent announcement, Concordia University in 
St. Paul, Minnesota committed to affordability for 
all church work students. The Church Work 
Tuition Guarantee (which guarantees $6,000 
annual tuition, $3,000/term to Church Work 
Students) is expanding. Beginning fall 2022, 
the Church Work Pre-Seminary Tuition 
Guarantee will allow all pre-seminary students 
(those church work students who are required to 
seek graduate education to pursue their 
vocation) to attend CSP tuition-free. Grants from 
home congregations and districts may also cover 
room and board. 

http://lcms.org/ukraine
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Concordia Seminary in St. Louis announces 
that after grants and scholarships, there is no 
cost for tuition for most Master of Divinity 
students seeking to become a pastor. 
 
Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne announces that eligible residential church 
worker students will be offered full 100% tuition 
coverage by obtaining the necessary consent 
form from the Seminary’s Office of Financial Aid. 
Students may also receive support in varying 
amounts from their home congregations, their 
home districts, and other outside sources which 
could count toward their full 100% tuition 
coverage.  

This tells us that right now there is no financial 
reason why a man can’t become a pastor. 

  

Confirmation Sunday for 8th grade students will 
be Sunday, April 24, in a special service at 10:00 
AM. There will also be an 8:30 am service that 
Sunday. The examination of catechumens will be 
Saturday, April 23 at 5:00 pm, followed by the 
regular 6:00 pm service. This year’s confirmands 
are Emma Bowman, Cheyenne Brinker, Brayden 
Elam, Ellie Flack, Kade Milleville, Cooper Pals, 
Eryka Ragan, Brayden Schnarre, Brock 
Wendling, Adam Wolff, Gracie Wright. 
 
Adult Catechumens are meeting weekly with 
the pastor and will be received and confirmed 
when the class is finished.   
 
Large Print is Tuesday, April 5. Call Eloise 618-
322-7609 to volunteer. 

Ladies Aid Thursday, April 7, 7PM. Devotion by 
Marilyn Burrow. Hostesses are Christine Alwardt 
and Linda Baginski. 
 
Prayer Corner 

 For healing: Heather Davis,  Robi Flach, 
Gloria Fortkamp, Abbey Franzen, Cheri 
Hammer, Gerald Holste, Pam Kepley, Jeff 
Miller, JR Newby, Ruth Ann Owens, Declan 
Robertson, Dave Wolf, Lilly Wright.    

 Comfort to the family and friends of Louise 
Roedl 

 Church staff, ALIS school staff and families.    

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey & Family  

 For our government for protection of unborn 
children and elderly. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence 
and for harmony among nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
family with prayers, thoughts, memorials and 
food at the loss of great-grandma, grandma and 
mom. Thank you to Pastor Wright for the 
comforting and encouraging words given to us at 
mom’s memorial service. The thoughtfulness of 
our church family means a lot to us. May God 
bless you all.  
  Leslie & Michael Wendling and the 
  Family of Rhonda Schaefer 
 

Altamont LFL Drive Thru Pork Burger and Pie 
Sale this Saturday, April 2, 10:00am-1:00pm at 
Immanuel Church North Parking Lot. Pies may 
be purchased whole or by the piece. Matching 
funds will be available to purchase 2 homes for 
expectant mothers: one in Northern Illinois and 
one in Southern Illinois.    

Family Life Center sponsors 2nd Annual 5K 
Run/Walk For Life April 23 at EPC, 1325 Outer 
Belt W, Effingham, IL. $25/person; $75/family 
7:45am Check In/Late Registration 
Register online at https://runsignup.com/race/ 
IL/Effingham/flc5krunwalkforlife 

Director of Youth and Family Shift 
Dear Immanuel,  
I have greatly enjoyed working here the past two 
years. I am at a point in my life where I desire to 
transition my position from full-time to part-time.  
I plan to keep my current duties, including 
Wednesday Together Times and Sunday 
mornings. Let me say that I have appreciated my 
experiences with Immanuel and am very grateful 
to have the opportunity to remain in this position. 
I see God working through my position here, and 
I trust in His plan for my life and the future of 
Immanuel.      

     In Christ,   Andy Wendling 

https://runsignup.com/race/
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**************************** 
Information from Andy and the LYF 

Immanuel Youth Group is preparing for the 
2022 LCMS Gathering in Houston, TX.  
The theme for this Gathering is In All Things 
based on Colossians 1:15-20. Every month until 
the Gathering, I hope to dive into a bit of what we 
are learning as we prepare and what we will 
learn while we are at the Gathering. 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12-14 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds 
of service, but the same Lord. There are different 
kinds of working, but in all of them and in 
everyone, it is the same God at work… Just as a 
body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to 
form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave 
or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink. Even so the body is not made up of one 
part but of many. 
God has given us a Church for a reason; we all 
have different roles. When I say Church, I mean 
many things… the Lutheran Church Missouri-
Synod, Immanuel Lutheran Church of Altamont, 
IL, and our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 
wherever they may be. God uses each of us in 
different ways; to spread His Gospel, speak up 
for those who have no voice, bring comfort to the 
sick, and encourage the young believers.  
 
I am thankful that our Church, Immanuel, sees 
the value in supporting our youth. You support 
us in taking the kids to things that sometimes 
seem frivolous. I assure you, the LCMS 
Gathering is nothing but frivolous. Yes, they 
have games for the kids to participate in; they 
have goofy people and loud music. But the 
Gathering would not exist if it was not based on 
bringing the true Word of God to people in our 
congregation between the ages of 13-18. Yes, it 
is a different approach from our regular worship 
services, from our everyday lives, but it glorifies 
God! It allows the youth to be supported by the 
resources of the LCMS. It will enable the youth 
to be encouraged by the support of their local 
congregation. And it allows the youth to be 

inspired by the 20,000 other youth their age, who 
believe in the same, wonderful God of creation! 
 
We are so appreciative of our congregation's 
support as we prepare for the LCMS Youth 
Gathering in Houston, TX, this July! We wouldn't 
be able to take 20 youth and 5 adults if it wasn't 
for your support. As we get closer to the 
Gathering, we ask you to consider supporting us 
in prayer. Some things you can pray for 

1. Please pray for each individual that our 
faith would be strengthened and we 
would make the best from this 
experience. 

2. Pray for our group that we would all get 
along, learn from one another and show 
Christ to others through our words and 
actions. 

3. Please pray for safe travels for 
Immanuel's group, St. John's Lutheran 
Church, Effingham (with whom we will 
be sharing a bus), our bus drivers, and 
all attending the Gathering.  

4. Pray for the speakers and performers at 
the Gathering; that they would speak 
God's truth and glorify Him. 

5. Please pray for all youth, whether they 
know God or not, that they would come 
to know the saving grace of Christ and 
take it to heart. 

 
Through Christ In All Things,  
Andy Wendling, Director of Youth and Family 
 
Pre-Sale Easter Bake Sale Pick Up- LAST DAY 
TO ORDER IS MARCH 31. Pick up will be in the 
Parish Hall on Friday, April 15th 2-4 p.m. or 
Easter Sunday, April 17th after 6 a.m.& 9 a.m. 
services. Thank you for supporting us! 
 
Easter Breakfast- Youth will be providing a light 
breakfast after Sunrise Service on Easter 
Morning. This will include fruits, muffins and 
breads, milk, orange juice, and coffee. 
 
Last Together Time is April 6, 2022. 
LYF CILCA Retreat- For youth currently in 
grade 7-12 on May 20-22. Please talk to Andy 
about signing up before May 1st. 
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LCMS Gathering Meeting- May 15, 2022 
@7:30-8:30 pm 
 
Houston Contribution- Our envelope 
Fundraiser is still going on. A congregation 
member has offered to match up to $1,000 given 
through this fundraiser! Take an envelope from 
our board in the Narthex to contribute to our trip 
to Houston in the summer of 2022!  
 
               **************************** 
  

CEFS Meal Deliveries for Immanuel are: 

April 18-22 and April 25-29, 2022. 

 
Historic Lectures at Effingham Co. Museum on 
Second level. On April 21, 7:00 p.m. the topic is 
Early History of the Lutheran Church in 
Bethlehem, Effingham Co. presented by Dean 
Manuel. 
 
St Clare Catholic Church Meal 
Sunday April 24, 2022 11:00 AM -1:30 PM  
(or until we run out) Each meal is $8.00 and 
includes: pork chop or pork burger sandwich, 
baked beans, pickles, homemade cookies.  
We will also have whole pies available for 
purchase; $10 each. 
 
Tour of France with Pastor and Lisa Wright, 
November 1-12, 2022. Seeing Nice, Monte 
Carlo, Lyon, the Loire Valley, Chateau Country, 
Mont St. Michel, Bayeux, Normandy, Rouen, and 
Paris. $3,679 per person from Chicago (price 
includes airfare, motorcoach, quality lodging, 
most meals and $520 taxes/airline surcharge). 
Brochures available. See Pastor Wright. 
 
ALIS Kindergarten Orientation  Thurs.April 7, 
6:00-6:45pm. Students will meet their teacher 
and visit the kindergarten room while parents 
complete paperwork and ask questions. Bring a 
copy of your child's certified birth certificate to 
the orientation. Students will need a full physical, 
dental exam, eye exam, current immunizations 
and a lead screening before school starts in 
August.  Please call the school office at 618-483-
6428, or email alisoffice2@gmail.com to RSVP. 

Immanuel's VBS will be May 31-June 3 from 

9:00-11:55 am. This year's theme is Tree of Life: 

God's Promise of Salvation. We will talk about 

different times where God shows His promises to 

us! And learn how He keeps those promises! 

Children 3 years old to entering 6th grade are 

welcome to sign up! Sign up is available now on 

our website. Paper sign-ups will be available 

soon. 

 
Altamont Food Pantry -  
On Tuesday, Mar 22 and Thursday, Mar 24 there 
were 25 that benefited from the Food 
Pantry. Thank you to all who donate groceries 
and other items to the pantry. It is so appreciated 
and such a blessing. 
 
Altamont Food Pantry needs:  
Cereals                                                        
Milk/Dairy products          
Canned meals (i.e. spaghettio’s, ravioli)              
Oatmeal 
Canned meat (tuna, chicken)                    
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Breads/Buns                                      
Mustard, Ketchup and Mayonnaise 
Helpers (hamburger, tuna, chicken)               
Boxed Pasta (spaghetti, noodles) 
Ramen Noodles  
Soups  (All kinds) 
Crackers  
Meats (hot dogs, hamburger, etc)  
Vegetables & Fruits (fresh or canned) 
Potatoes or boxed potatoes 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Toothpaste & Toothbrushes  
Shampoo & Conditioner 
Soap (face, detergents) 
Razors 

Toilet Tissue 

Canned or Fresh Vegetables/Fruits 
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