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Why You Should Come to My Bible Class. 
   I have noticed most people are coming to 
church again after the pandemic, but fewer 
people come to Sunday Bible class than ever. 
This concerns me, because there is a problem 
when church people do not have the desire to 
open the Bible and learn from God, especially in 
connection with how their church understands it.  
  Here are some compelling reasons to study the 
Bible together with people from your church and 
your pastor. 

  Know What’s Going On In Church We’ve all 
heard a scripture reading in worship and 
wondered what it was trying to say. When we 
study the Bible with the pastor we can learn the 
context and flow of the Bible so that the readings 
make sense to us. 

  Grow Closer to Other Christians Make every 
effort to keep the spirit of unity in the bond of 
peace. Ephesians 4:3 The reason there are so 
many Christian denominations today is because 
of incorrect teaching about the Bible. When we 
learn the word of God with our pastor, he helps 
us understand it correctly. It agrees with how our 
church practices the faith and governs itself. 

  Be Thoroughly Equipped All scripture is God 
– breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
  Soldiers don’t enter the battlefield without 
training because the outcome could be 
disastrous. Studying the Bible is how we get 
equipped to be more effective for the cause of 
Christ. 

 Be Transformed Instead of Conformed. 
Do not be conformed to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will. 
Romans 12:2 

  It’s hard to live in this world and not think this is 
all there is. There’s a whole world waiting for us 
after the grave. Bible study takes us out of our  
daily routine and we are prepared for living 

 
 
 
 

 

forever with Jesus. That keeps us knowing we 
are special. We learn to live like Christians, not 
unbelievers. 

  Take Thoughts Captive We destroy arguments 
and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ. 2 Corinthians 10:5 
  Taking thoughts captive is a phrase that means 
we take a closer look at what we’re thinking to 
figure out whether or not it’s true. In this way we 
are able to separate truth from lies. Our thoughts, 
when left unchallenged, are treated like facts. 
And unfortunately, there is a lot of bias due to our 
different life experiences. The Bible is the straight 
edge of truth. By studying the Bible we get good 
at figuring out what’s true and what’s not. Only 
then can we take thoughts captive to make them 
obedient to Christ. 

  Stronger Faith Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the messages heard 
through the word about Christ. Romans 10:17 
   Without faith it is impossible to live the 
Christian life. Faith is the ingredient that causes 
us to live out what we know.  Many people work 
out or go for walks to keep their bodies fit. Bible 
study keeps our minds on the message of God’s 
love for us and our faith is readied for the 
challenges that will come to us in this life. 

  Change From the Inside Out  For the Word of 
God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 
   The Bible guides the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart, exposing areas that are in need of 
refinement. The Holy Spirit gently exposes the 
dark parts of my heart, by shedding light through 
the Word of God. He then goes a step further 
by changing my desires. Especially increasing 
my desire to trust and obey His Word.  

  More Hope, Joy, and Peace.  May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in  
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 
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  How does Bible study give us more hope, 
peace and joy? It shifts our gaze from the storm 
to the One who sustains the entire world. There 
are plenty of problems around us. We get 
stressed out just reading the news. Studying the 
Bible lifts our eyes to Jesus. Fear and stress fade 
away and hope, peace and joy grow. 

  Spiritual Growth Like new born babies, crave 
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up 
in your salvation, now that you have tasted that 
the Lord is good. 1 Peter 2:2-3 
  God wants us to grow spiritually. It’s humbling 
to look back at my life and see mistakes I’ve 
made. I have a long way to go, but progress is 
happening. Without studying the Bible I would 
still be drinking spiritual milk rather than moving 
on to more meatier truths God wants me to know.  

  Blessings Now that you know these things, you 
will be blessed if you do them. John 13:17 
  It’s hard to obey Jesus if you don’t know how he 
wants you to live. You can’t do what you don’t 
know. As you learn the Word, the Holy Spirit 
teaches you how to live in agreement with God’s 
plan for you. The Bible calls this “sanctification.”  
As you know more, you are able to live insight 
your purpose. 

  Bear Fruit Remain in me, as I also remain in 
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself: it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me. John 15:4 
  Bearing fruit is another benefit of Bible study. 
Many people have encouraged me in faith. They 
were fruit bearing Christians. They had the love, 
joy, peace, and godly knowledge that I wanted to 
have. They encouraged me in my faith. Studying 
the Bible together allows this to happen in us. We 
learn from God and from each other. 

  Be Prepared for Trials and Opposition Dear 
friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that is come on you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 1 
Peter 4:12 
  Jesus warns us that we will have troubles in this 
world (John 16:33). Nothing equips us better than 
His Word. Why study the Bible before the 
troubles hit? Because it’s the promises of God 
that strengthen us. It’s the hope of something 
better one day that helps us stand firm. Knowing 
and believing in the character of God is what 
calms the internal storm. 

Why Come to My Bible Class? 
  The benefits of Bible study go far beyond what 
I’ve listed here. Being spiritually transformed—
changed from the inside out and enjoying the fruit 
of the Spirit—is a huge blessing in why we study 
the Bible. Being thoroughly equipped in every 
situation, whether sharing the gospel or facing a 
difficult time, Bible study prepares us. Fruit 
bearing Christians give Jesus the glory and that’s 
what it’s really all about! It’s all about Him. 
  I take time each week to prepare to guide my 
class on Sunday. We examine the Bible in 
context, not just passages cut and pasted 
together to prove my points, to get the right 
meaning from God’s record. Discussion is 
encouraged, but no one is required to speak 
before others.  I have dedicated my life to 
learning the truth of God’s word and bringing that 
to you. I teach you in agreement with the 
Lutheran Confessions which guide how our 
church understands the Bible with other like-
minded congregations of the LCMS.  
  Need some help with Bible study? Come to 
my class on Sunday mornings at 9:45 in the 
upper Parish Hall. You will be glad you did. 
Right now we are learning, “A Simple Way to 
Pray.”                                    --Pastor Wright 

Flooring and Pew Project The congregation 
has designated Nancy Bowman as chairperson 
of the sanctuary flooring and pew refurbishment 
project committee for the 150

th
 Anniversary of 

Immanuel in 2024, working with the Board of 
Trustees. The Pork Dinner Committee has 
designated a portion of the benefits to this 
project. Additional funds are being sought.  
 

Adult Catechism Class meets Tuesdays at 
6:30 pm in the conference room. It’s not too 
late to join. 

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 
with a service at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. The 
topic for the sermons of Lent is “The Lord’s 
Supper: The Salutary Gift.” 
 

Altamont Volunteer Firefighters are raising 
money for a wheelchair access van for one of 
our firefighters’ children. A benefit spaghetti 
supper will happen on Saturday, February 26, 
from 4:30-7:00 PM at the fire house. Free-will 
donation for a take out, drive-through meal.  
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Elders Assignments for 2022:  
Dennis Wendling           217-994-3110   
 Huelskoetter-Meier    
 dennis.wendling@yahoo.com 

Gene Robinson            217-663-8049 
 Mellendorf-Quandt
 generobi45@frontier.com 

Mike Bowman    618-214-4632 
 Ramsey-Siebert
 bowman78@mchsi.com 

Paul Soltwedel           217-690-0340   
Sigg-Wasson         
ptsolt@gmail.com 

Vern Spilker             618-267-3414 
 Webster-Zeigler 
 vspilker@frontiernet.net 

Alan Walk              618-267-7623    
Ahten-Brauer    

 8thwalk1976@gmail.com  

Jim Stuckemeyer      618-322-6198    
Budde-Feller             

 thestuckemeyers@mchsi.com  

Nathan Schnarre       618-367-2884   
Flach-Hooks        

 njschnarre@gmail.com  
 
Prayer Corner 

 For healing: Debi Bernahl, Heather Davis, 
Tiffany Dunaway, Gloria Fortkamp, Abbey 

Franzen, Keith Green, Cheri Hammer, 
Gerald Holste, Pam Kepley, Todd Luedtke, 
James Newburn, JR Newby, Ruth Ann 
Owens, Declan Robertson, Evelyn 

Shumaker, Shirley Siddens, Norma Siebert, 
Linda Smith, Robert Soto, Marlene 
Stuckemeyer, Lilly Wright and others.    

 Comfort to the family and friends of Bill 
Courtney, Roumaine Dammermann, Dixie 

Donaldson, Joan Eggers, Edith Haseley, 
Lawrence Heiser, Larry Koss, Esther 
Magnus, Rhonda Schaefer, Paul Schulze, 
Shawn Winter 

 Church staff, ALIS school staff and families.    

 For Lutheran missionary Ted Krey & Family  

 For our government for protection of unborn 
children and elderly 

 For peace in the world, For Afghanistan, an 
end to violence in the name of God, and for 
harmony among nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families  

 

Thank you for the cards and well wishes from 
my church family during my treatments and 
recovery. Thank you to Pastor Wright for your 
prayers and concerns. Your thoughtfulness 
meant a lot. May God bless you all. Barb Busby 
 

Thank you- We would like to thank Pastor 
Wright for his comforting and encouraging words. 
To everyone who supported us through thoughts, 
prayers, cards, memorials, food and gifts. 
We truly appreciated everything.  
God Bless you all.                    Larry Koss family 
 
The family of Roumaine Dammermann would 
like to thank everyone for their prayers and cards 
upon Mom’s passing. All was appreciated.  
Blessings to You.          Theda Rincker and family 
 
Thank you to Pastor Wright for his comforting 
words and to the Ladies Aid for desserts and for 
serving the meal. Thank you for all the cards and 
memorials. It is appreciated.  
                The family of Angela Kull Ohnesorge 
 

**************************** 
Information from Andy and the LYF 

Together Time has resumed and will go 
throughout Lent. However, we will not have 
TT on March 2, Ash Wednesday. 
 
Immanuel Youth Group is preparing for the 
2022 LCMS Gathering in Houston, TX. The 
theme for this Gathering is In All Things based on 
Colossians 1:15-20. Every month until the 
Gathering, I hope to dive into a bit of what we are 
learning as we prepare and what we will learn while 
we are at the Gathering. 

We are less than six months from the Gathering! 
Many of our youth are close to their fundraising 
goal, thanks to your help at our various fundraisers. 
With the Gathering getting closer, we are starting to 
get more prepared. Youth have been assigned to 
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their “community groups,” which are the groups 
they will do devotions and eat dinner with every day 
of the Gathering. These groups are meant to allow 
the youth to unwind and share what they are 
learning at the Gathering. It’s also a great way to 
get to know others better! The youth have also 
started to design t-shirts that we will wear. Each 
day we have a different t-shirt. This is not only an 
excellent keepsake for them, but it also allows us to 
know where our group is in a sea of 25,000 others. 
Most importantly, I hope that the youth are 
preparing to open their ears and hearts to the 
message of the Gospel.  

Paul speaks in Colossians 1:24-29 about suffering 
and Christ. When you think about it, the two really 
can’t be separated. Without Christ’s suffering, we 
would suffer forever. However, Christ is glorified 
when we suffer because we know our pain is only 
temporary. Christ suffered once for the salvation of 
all. It is complete. It is finished. Jesus saved us. 
God used His Son to save us, not with rainbows 
and butterflies, but with suffering. Christ without 
suffering would do us nothing. Christ, with suffering, 
has given us glory, peace, comfort, love, joy, and 
eternal life with Him. Christ, with suffering, has 
given us more than we deserve.  

The youth will learn strategies to prepare them for 
life outside of high school. They will discover the joy 
that Christ brings to those who suffer. They will 
learn how to take seriously the suffering that Christ 
endured. I hope the youth fully understand and take 
to heart the Gospel. That we no longer need to 
suffer because of what Jesus did for us. I hope they 
share this news with others because it is crucial, 
and it really does make a difference.  

Through Christ In All Things,  
Andy Wendling, Director of Youth and Family 
 

Help Needed: Wednesdays thru February from 
6:30-7:30 pm.  
You would be leading Bible study with a small 
group of youth. All Bible study materials will be 
provided. Contact Andy Wendling if you can help! 
(2-5 adults needed) 
 
What fundraisers are happening now? 
 Trivia Night Fundraiser-Mark your calendars 

for February 11th! The LCMS Gathering youth 
will be holding a trivia night fundraiser. Doors 
open at 6:30, trivia starts at 7 pm! $10 per 
participant. Max 10 ppl in a group. Come with 
a group or come by yourself! A $2 per person 

discount will be given to those who sign up on 
or before Feb. 1st. Sign Up in Narthex or text 
Sara Ruding 618-704-8510. 

 Houston Contribution Envelope 
Fundraiser in Narthex 

 Lent Dinners (Starting the week after Ash 
Wednesday)- On Wednesdays during Lent 
youth will serve a meal after service. Free-will 
donations will help us raise money for the 
gathering.  

             **************************** 

2021 Giving Statements have been mailed; 
check your mail for them. The appearance has 
changed due to new software.  
 
Altar Guild/Flower Committee Meeting 
Sunday, January 30, 6pm. Please call Diana 
Wendling 618-335-0067 or email 
texasgal62411@yahoo.com if you would like to be 

added or taken off the 2022 Altar Guild or Flower 
Committee. We have openings. 
     It is one month out of the year commitment 
during Communion weekends. You will be 
working with others in a shift. Men are welcomed 
to join. 
 
CEFS Meal Deliveries continue through 
February 4. 
 
Greeter Schedules for 2/5 to 5/15/22 on small 
table in PH lobby. 
 

Drive-Thru St Paul (Blue Point) Annual 
Pancake & Sausage Supper January 30, 4-
7PM. Menu: 3 pancakes, 3 sausage links and 
applesauce for a free will donation. Also, 
available for purchase; cooked sausage $5/lb; 
bulk sausage $4/lb; bulk rope sausage $4/lb. 
Church is 4 miles north and 2 miles east of 
Altamont. Address: 14026 N 500th St, Altamont 

 
Scripture Readings for February thru May are in 
the narthex. 
 
Historic Lectures at Effingham Co. Museum on 
Second level. On Feb 10, 7:00 p.m. the topic is 
Early History of the Lutheran Church in 
Bethlehem, Effingham Co. presented by Dean 
Manuel. 
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