Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Saturday, September 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Order of Vespers, Lutheran Service Book page 229
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome

COMMON VERSICLES

LSB 229

+ PSALMODY +
INTROIT

Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4

Delight yourself | in the LORD,*
and he will give you the desires | of your heart.
Commit your way | to the LORD;*
trust in him, and | he will act.
He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,*
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and your justice as the | noonday.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;*
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the
man who carries out evil de- | vices!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Delight yourself | in the LORD,*
and he will give you the desires | of your heart.
(Sit)

HYNN 851 LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US
1

Lord of glory, You have bought us
With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that have freely given
Blessings countless as the sand
To the_unthankful and the evil
With Your own unsparing hand.

2

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You
Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessèd
’Tis to give than to receive.

3

Wondrous honor You have given
To our humblest charity
In Your own mysterious sentence,
“You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master,
That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy,
“Give as I have giv’n to you”?

4

Lord of glory, You have bought us
With Your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice.
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Give us faith to trust You boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on You;
But, oh, best of all Your graces,
With Your love our love renew.
Text: Public domain

+ READINGS +
READING

Jeremiah 11:18–20

18

The LORD made it known to me and I knew;
then you showed me their deeds.
19
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
I did not know it was against me
they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”
20
But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.

READING RESPONSE
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING

James 3:13—4:10
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let
14
him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to
15
the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is
16
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition
17
exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of
18
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
1
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not
2
this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not
have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and
3
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not
4
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You
adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
5
makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose
that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
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6

made to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God
7
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves
8
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near
to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
9
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and
weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
10
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

READING RESPONSE
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

READING

Mark 9:30–37
The disciples went on from there and passed through Galilee. And
31
Jesus did not want anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands
of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he
32
will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask
him.
33
And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he
34
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was
35
the greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
36
And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in
37
his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him
who sent me.”
30

READING RESPONSE
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

LSB 230
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(Sit)

HYMN 730 WHAT IS THE WORLD TO ME
1

What is the world to me
With all its vaunted pleasure
When You, and You alone,
Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord,
My soul’s delight shall be;
You are my peace, my rest.
What is the world to me!

2

The world seeks to be praised
And honored by the mighty
Yet never once reflects
That they are frail and flighty.
But what I truly prize
Above all things is He,
My Jesus, He alone.
What is the world to me!

3

The world seeks after wealth
And all that mammon offers
Yet never is content
Though gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good,
Content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my wealth.
What is the world to me!

4

What is the world to me!
My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth,
My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all,
My bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare:
What is the world to me!

Text: Public domain

SERMON: Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you
the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4
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+ CANTICLE +
(Stand)

ANTIPHON
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MAGNIFICAT, HYMN 933 MY SOUL REJOICES
1

My soul rejoices,
My spirit voices—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
For God my Savior
Has shown me favor—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
With praise and blessing,
Join in confessing
God, who is solely
Mighty and holy—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
His mercy surely
Shall rest securely
On all who fear Him,
Love and revere Him—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!

2

His arm now baring,
His strength declaring—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
The proud He scatters,
Their rule He shatters—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
Oppression halted;
The meek exalted.
Full are the hungry;
Empty, the wealthy—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
Here is the token
All that was spoken
To Abr’ham’s offspring
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God is fulfilling—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110001032

+ PRAYER +
KYRIE

LSB 233

LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS

LSB 233

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us
humility and childlike faith that we may please You in both will and
deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Additional Collects: Amen to each.
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COLLECT FOR PEACE
L

C

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
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BENEDICTION

LSB 234

(Sit)

HYMN 659 LORD OF OUR LIFE
1

Lord of our life and God of our salvation,
Star of our night and hope of ev’ry nation:
Hear and receive Your Church’s supplication,
Lord God Almighty.

2

See round Your ark the hungry billows curling;
See how Your foes their banners are unfurling
And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling,
O Lord, preserve us.
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3

Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us;
Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us;
And in the day when hell itself assails us,
Grant us Your peace, Lord:

4

Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging,
Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging,
Peace when the world its endless war is waging,
Peace in your heaven.

Text: Public domain
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SCRIPTURE SUMMARY
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (Proper 20B)

Jeremiah 11:18–20
James 3:13–4:10
Mark 9:30–37
Our Father Cares for His Children with the Gospel of His Son
The sinful heart is filled with “bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition” (James 3:14), which causes hostility, quarrels and
conflicts, even among those who are fellow members of the Body
of Christ. This should not be so! Rather, God “opposes the proud”
with His Law, in order to humble them unto repentance; He “gives
grace to the humble,” in order to exalt them by His Gospel of
forgiveness (James 4:6–10). This true “wisdom from above” is
found in the gentleness, mercy and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
who humbled Himself and sacrificed Himself for the salvation of
sinners (James 3:17). He was “like a gentle lamb led to the
slaughter,” committing Himself to God, His Father, “who judges
righteously, who tests the heart and the mind” (Jer. 11:19–20).
Therefore, “after three days,” His Father exalted Him by raising
Him from the dead (Mark 9:31). In Holy Baptism, He takes
disciples of all ages into His arms like little children. In receiving
Him through repentance and faith in His forgiveness of sins, they
receive from His Father a share in the glory of His cross and
resurrection (Mark 9:36–37).
Vespers page
9

