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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 at 8:30 AM 
Order of Matins, Lutheran Service Book page 219 

 

 Preservice Music 

 Ringing of the Bell 

 Welcome by the Pastor 
 
(Stand) 

VERSICLES LSB 219 
L O Lord, open my lips, 

 
  
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

 

 

 

 
 

+ PSALMODY + 
ANTIPHON  
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VENITE LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

ANTIPHON  

 

 
 

ADDITIONAL PSALMS Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 2 
1
Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3
Put not your trust in princes, 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
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4
When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

 on that very day his plans perish. 
5
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6
who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 
who keeps faith forever; 
 

7
who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
 

8
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the righteous. 
9
The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10

The LORD will reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

 
(Sit) 

HYMN 722 LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME 
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 

    Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me 
    From day to day. 
Without Your grace and favor 
    I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, 
    And lead the way. 

 
2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 

    I need not fear, 
For You, the Rock of Ages, 
    Are always near. 
Close by Your side abiding, 
    I fear no foe, 
For when Your hand is guiding, 
    In peace I go. 

 
3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

    And night has come, 
I know that You will strengthen 
    My steps toward home. 
Then nothing can impede me, 
    O blessèd Friend; 
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So take my hand and lead me 
    Unto the end. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 

 

+ READINGS + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:4–7a 
4
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water.” 

 

READING RESPONSE 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING James 2:1–10, 14–18 
 

1
My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of glory. 
2
For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine 

clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing 
also comes in, 

3
and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 

clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 

4
have you 

not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 

5
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those 

who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he has promised to those who love him? 

6
But you have 

dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, 
and the ones who drag you into court? 

7
Are they not the ones who 

blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 
 

8
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 
9
But if you show 

partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 

10
For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 

has become accountable for all of it. . . . 
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14

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save him? 

15
If a brother or sister is poorly 

clothed and lacking in daily food, 
16

and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for 
the body, what good is that? 

17
So also faith by itself, if it does not have 

works, is dead. 
 

18
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me 

your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. 
 

READING RESPONSE 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 

GOSPEL READING Mark 7:24–37 
 

24
From there Jesus arose and went away to the region of Tyre and 

Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he 
could not be hidden. 

25
But immediately a woman whose little daughter 

was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell 
down at his feet. 

26
Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by 

birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27

And 
he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 

28
But she answered him, “Yes, 

Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 
29

And 
he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the demon has 
left your daughter.” 

30
And she went home and found the child lying in bed 

and the demon gone. 
 

31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to 

the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 
32

And they brought to 
him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. 

33
And taking him aside from the 

crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched 
his tongue. 

34
And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35

And his ears were opened, his 
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 

36
And Jesus charged them to 

tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 

37
And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He 

has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak.” 
 

READING RESPONSE 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORY LSB 221 

 

 
 
(Sit) 

THE CHILDREN’S TALK 
 
HYMN 763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: God’s Answer to Anxiety (Isaiah 35:4-7) 
 

+ CANTICLE + 
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(Stand) 
HYMN 941 WE PRAISE YOU AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU, O GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110001032 
Tune: Public domain 

 
(Sit) 

OFFERING IS GATHERED 
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+ PRAYER + 
(Stand) 
 

KYRIE LSB 227 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION LSB 227 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be open to the prayers of Your humble 
servants and grant that what they ask may be in accord with Your 
gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Additional Collects (Amen to each) 
 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the 
same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no 
sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 
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ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
(Stand) 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 228 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 228 

 

 

 
 

HYMN TO DEPART sts. 1–6 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home: 

 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
    And our defense is sure. 

 
3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
    To endless years the same. 
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4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 
    Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
    Before the rising sun. 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

Text: Public domain 
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Reading Summary 
Isaiah 35:4–7a 
James 2:1–10, 14–18 
Mark 7:(24–30) 31–37 
 
Our Merciful Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Does All Things 
Well 
 
   The Lord proclaims the Gospel “to those who have an anxious 
heart” to comfort and encourage them with His presence. He 
comes not only with threats of “vengeance” and “recompense,” but 
with His gracious salvation (Is. 35:4). He opens “the eyes of the 
blind” and “the ears of the deaf,” and He loosens “the tongue of 
the mute” to “sing for joy” (Is. 35:5–6). Like water on thirsty 
ground, He speaks His life-giving Word to people of all nations. 
With His Word and the touch of His hand, He does “all things 
well,” so that you may now speak “plainly” (Mark 7:31–37). You 
confess the truth of God in Christ to the glory of His holy name, 
and you call upon His name in every trouble, confident that He will 
hear and answer. As you pray and confess with your tongue, so 
also “love your neighbor as yourself” (James 2:8). Show your faith 
“in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,” by loving without 
partiality. For God has “chosen those who are poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom” (James 2:1–5). 
 


