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From the Pastor— 
   In July I accompanied the Immanuel youth to a 
servant event at Lutheran Island Camp in 
northwest Minnesota. There we worked on 
playground equipment and a mediation and 
fitness trail through the woods. The camp staff is 
very enthusiastic for Jesus. They led us in 
singing, Bible study, and devotion each day. The 
youth say they enjoyed the time there. I hope we 
will attend another servant event in the future. 
   The meals at camp were very simple. Because 
the camp is oriented at ages 7-12, there’s 
nothing fancy in the mess hall. Portions were 
small. Our group was older, so they sometimes 
invited us to take second helpings. There was 
only one drink at every meal. Water. I realized 
the diet was much different than our youth were 
accustomed to at home. But they survived the 
week just fine. And during the afternoon they 
could purchase sweet things during canteen 
time. 
   I am reminded of the Lord’s conversation with 
the people who ate the bread and fish he 
multiplied.  In John chapter six he told them they 
were drawn to him not because of the signs he 
did as the Son of God, but because he gave 
them free food to eat. He told them not to work 
for the bread that perishes, but for the bread that 
leads to eternal life.  
   It is good for us to pray to God for our daily 
needs. So much of our prayers contain requests 
for things like food, health, and money. It is 
certainly right to ask for these things, and to 
praise God for providing it for us.  
   But do we ask God for the health of our souls? 
It is easy for us to get caught up in the needs of 
the moment. But what about our eternal needs? 
A person can be poor in wealth, seeking out their 
next meal, and yet be full of spiritual wealth. 
Another person can have a full stomach and a fat 
wallet all of their life and be bankrupt spiritually.  
   The church cares for the body and the soul. We 
don’t duplicate what the community provides 
elsewhere: welfare, food stamps, affordable 
housing and healthcare. We try to supplement 
these material needs in small ways with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
encouragement. But the church’s main mission is 
to care for the soul by proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. God’s diagnosis of our natural 
condition is terminally ill with sin, and the 
medicine is Jesus’ righteousness sacrificed for 
us.  
   While drinking water every meal of the day 
might have been “boring” to our youth at camp, 
many of us tire with the regular spiritual meal in 
the church service. There’s a desire in us for 
something new in worship, something innovative 
and different. We have to ask ourselves if this 
desire is healthy for us. Does the Word of God 
change with our changing society? Thankfully 
not. God is not changing the Gospel. It is always 
His goodness to us sinful humans, forgiving and 
uplifting us. 
   God provided manna (bread), quail birds for 
meat, and water for his people for forty years on 
the way to the Promised Land. He was very 
gracious to them. Yet they still rebelled against 
him and complained on the journey, and many 
died by the Lord’s hand. 
   We must learn to be content with what God 
gives us for the care of our souls. We need to 
hear and learn the story of the Bible so we will 
know how to understand God’s Word when it is 
preached. The Lutheran school helps children to 
know the Bible. Sunday school is also very 
important for children of every age, as well as 
family devotions around the Word of God. In this 
way God feeds us with the “bread of life” that will 
keep us in our Baptism until He calls us home to 
heaven. We need to continually support and 
improve these vital ministries of the church. 
   “Man does not live by bread alone…but by 
every word the proceeds from the mouth of God.” 
People need God to live, just like we need food. 
Food nourishes the body, and God nourishes the 
soul, restoring it and making it last forever.  
   If you have learned how to work and to enjoy 
your work, you are doing well. But we need to 
have a greater longing for the Word of God. Only 
in it can we have rest for our souls. We can know 
who we are, why we work, how Jesus did the 
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work for us that we cannot do, and how we serve 
God forever. Without this spiritual bread, all we 
work for will be destroyed. 
    I hope you remember that hearing God’s Word 
each week at church is a way to keep your faith 
alive and growing. You will hear the law 
proclaimed that says you are a sinner. That’s so 
you will be drawn to the gospel, with is the news 
of what Jesus has accomplished for you. Heaven 
depends on you having faith, and having faith 
depends on hearing the law and gospel regularly. 
   I think that many people come to church and 
don’t expect to receive very much. It’s more a 
weekly ritual, perhaps. That’s why they grow 
complacent with worship. Like boring manna, 
nothing much changes from week to week for 
them.    
   Those who expect God to do wonderful and 
powerful things prepare for worship by praying, 
researching the readings for the service, 
preparing to receive communion, and reviewing 
the Catechism. They see new insights each 
week, and gladly anticipate the hour of worship to 
begin. They are blessed by the appreciation for 
God’s presence and his grace to them. 
   We are a sacramental church. That means we 
believe God comes to us in Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper to create and sustain saving faith 
in us. We should prepare to receive the Lord’s 
Supper as the Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 11. 
Luther’s “Christian Questions and Their Answers” 
on page 329 in Lutheran Service Book are a big 
help in preparing for the Supper. Read them over 
the next time you are at church waiting for the 
service to begin. You will come to a better 
appreciation for what you receive in the bread 
and wine. 

   Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever 

comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 

believes in me shall never thirst.” That promise 

remains true to you today. Don’t become bored 

with Christian faith. Hear God’s Word and let it 

grow and grow within you. 
                                                 --Pastor Wright 

PS--I encourage all of you to patronize our food 
stand at the Effingham County Fair this week. 
Recommend it to your friends and family. We still 
have some time slots to fill. I always enjoy 
working there and getting to know you better.  

New Member Class at Immanuel will be on 
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM with Pastor 
Wright in the church conference room (by the 
office) starting September 7. Let him know if you 
are interested. 

YES, THERE WILL BE A SENIOR (OLDER 
ADULT) RETREAT  Because of the Pandemic, 
our Senior Retreat Scheduled for 2020, was 
rescheduled for 2021.  This is to inform you that 
the Southern Illinois District and the Missouri 
District will hold the 19

th
 Lutheran Older Adult 

Retreat on October 20 (Wednesday) and October 
21 (Thursday) at the Pere Marquette Lodge & 
Conference Center in Grafton, Il.  The theme is 
“20/20 Perfect Cross-Eyed Vision” (“Cross Eyed” 
simply means that our Eyes are focused on the 
Cross of Christ!)  Our theme is based on John 
12:21b …”we want to see Jesus.” 
   Dr. Rich Bimler, expert on aging & humor, will 
be our Keynote Speaker on Wednesday. Retired 
Seminary Professor, Rev. Dr. Jeff Gibbs, will be 
our Bible Study Leader on Thursday. His study is 
also based on John 12:21b. His title is “It Doesn’t 
Look Like Glory to Me: Seeing Jesus as He 
wants to be Seen.” 
   Each day features an Opening Devotion, 
followed by 8 one-hour workshops, which seniors 
may choose 2 each day. Wednesday dinner will 
be followed by Musical Entertainment from “The 
60’s Chicks”, performing popular songs from the 
1960’s.  During the Retreat you will also have 
time to relax, enjoys the sight, and fellowship.  
   The Retreat cost is $100/per person for both 
days, $75 for Wednesday only, & $50 for 
Thursday only. Meals included are Lunch & 
Dinner on Wednesday, Breakfast & Lunch on 
Thursday. The cost for Lodging, however, is NOT 
included.  Make your room reservations by 
calling the Lodge at 618-786-2331.  
Tell them your reservation is for “Lutheran Older 
Adult Retreat” at a rate of $99 for a single or 
double, plus 11% tax. This rate is good until 
10/06/21. 
   The Retreat Brochure/Registration Form can 
be found at www.sidlcms.org. Click on 
Forms/Registration. You will need to download 
and print the Registration Form and mail it.  Each 
district congregation has been mailed a copy too. 
If you have questions call Margo Wolf at 618-
979-3376.  Poster and registration are on the 
bulletin board in the Parish Hall Lobby at 
Immanuel. 

http://www.sidlcms.org/
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Prayer Corner 
 For healing: Carl Becker, Debi Bernahl,   

Tiffany Dunaway, Gloria Fortkamp,  
Abbey Franzen, Gerald Holste, Pam Kepley, 
Shirley Muchow, JR Newby, Judy Oldham, 
Deb Pagel, Cheryl Ragan, Evelyn 
Shumaker, Norma Siebert, Irene Spilker, 
Candy Stuemke, Lynn Winter, Craig Wolff 
and others.        

 Church staff, ALIS school staff and families.    

 For Lutheran missionaries Ted Krey and Britt 
Odemba and for their families 

 For our government for protection of unborn 
children and elderly. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence in 
the name of God, and for harmony among 
nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families. 

 
Check the Fairstand Schedule that is 
enclosed in this newsletter. Still need workers. 
Please call Diana Wendling 618-335-0067 to 
sign up. Fresh tomatoes are needed for the 
fairstand. 

Ramsey+ The Stewardship Board would like to 
share some information about the Ramsey 
Plus program. The program is part of a grant 
from the Central Illinois District that allows us 
to offer a free 1 year membership to the 
Ramsey+ program for each family in the 
congregation. The cost of this would normally 
be $129 per family, if you signed up on your 
own. Check immanuelaltamont.org for a link. 

**************************** 
Information from Andy and the LYF 
 
LYF Servant Trip to Henning, MN 
Pastor, Andy and seven youth went to Lutheran 
Island Camp in Henning, MN at the end of July 
for a servant trip. While there they helped the 
camp with renovating sports equipment (human 
foosball court and gaga pit). They also cleared 
walking trails, sorted shoes for overseas 
missions, as well as miscellaneous tasks to help 
the camp out. They worked hard and as a result 
were able to enjoy camp activities on a daily 
basis. 

   This was a great trip for all of us and we are so 
excited that we got to help Lutheran Island Camp 
in this way! 
 

 
 

Comments from youth - 

- I really enjoyed the work even though I dreaded 
it [before arriving]. If I could change one thing 
about it it'd probably be the heat but other than 
that it wasn't that bad. I learned that Eden [a 
youth participant from another church] and I 
shared some of the same interests, like Hogwarts 
and Harry Potter. I loved talking and spending 
time with Lydia and Lauren (our counselors). 
They were really fun to talk to.  -Audrey Brinker 
 
- I really enjoyed my time at Lutheran Island 
Camp. The counselors made the work fun and 
the games at night were awesome. One of the 
things I realized while at camp was you don't 
realize how much you enjoy something until it's 
gone.                                           - Logan Cornett 
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Brittney Royse and son Westen 

 

 
Gretchen, Ellen, and Tyler Alwardt 

 

 
        Jason and Sara Ruding 

 
Jake and Kathy Wendt, Jacob and Kinsley 

 
Jason and Lauren Hooks 

 

 

Prayer for New Members 

   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

because of Your tender love toward us 

sinners You have given us Your Son 

that, believing in Him, we might have 

everlasting life. Continue to grant us 

Your Holy Spirit that we may remain 

steadfast in this faith to the end and 

finally come to life everlasting; through 

Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Welcome New Members of Immanuel 
          July, 2021     Names of new members are underlined. 
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CEFS Meal Deliveries for Immanuel  

August 9 – 13 and August 16 - 20. 
 
A Big Thank you to our church family for all the 
cards and well wishes we received for our 
anniversary in June. Your thoughtfulness meant 
a lot to us. May God bless you all.   
                                  Gary & Loretta Pfenninger 
 
Thank you so much for all your donations and 
personal volunteer time. It was and is a valuable 
asset to the Silk Purse & the Family Life Center. 
We appreciate you.          Manager of Silk Purse 
 

 
Final Victory Workshop – Sunday, September 
19, 2021 – Our funeral service is a worship 
service of the Holy Trinity, who brought us from 
death to life by the death of Jesus and who has 
now delivered us from this veil of tears to Himself 
in heaven.  In thanks to God for His gift of eternal 
life, in planning our funeral we have one final 
opportunity to make the good confession of our 
Lord Jesus to men. 
-- Preplanning your funeral is also a way to help 
your loved ones carry out your wishes, easing 
their minds at a time when they are grieving the 
loss of a loved one with the hope in eternal life 
with Him in heaven. 
-- Bethlehem Church has planned this workshop 
inspired by the book “Final Victory: 
Contemplating the Death & Funeral of a 
Christian” by Bryan Wolfmueller 
-- Lunch will be provided at noon. 
-- Followed by our Featured Presenters: 
            Rev. Marcus Manley- Making the Case 
for Lutheran Funerals 
            Rev. Ken Schurb - Gift Planning 
            Mr. Dale Wolff/Mrs. Kirsten Osteen - 
Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning 
            Mr. Wayne Yagow - Burial Basics 
            Rev. Michael Mohr - "Ars moriendi" The 
Art of Dying 
            Funeral Hymn Sing 
-- Workshop will be held at the Bethlehem 
Church Parish Hall.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  To register for this free workshop, please 
contact the Bethlehem Church Office by Mon., 
Sept. 13, email: bethlehem@altamont.net, or call 
618-483-6756. 
  

Church Attendance The Immanuel 
attendance policy for ALIS families from our 
congregation resumed July 1. The 
congregation expects all members, especially 
enrolled students and parents, to attend a 
minimum of 7 of 13 weeks during a school 
quarter. If you are unable to attend services, 
contact the Immanuel appeals committee. 
 

**************************** 
More Information from Andy and the LYF 
 
National Youth Gathering Informationals-
 There will be informational meetings to discuss 
youth/ adult leader participation in the 2022 
National Youth Gathering August 8th at 12:15 
PM and August 18th at 7PM. ONE PARENT 
AND THE YOUTH MUST BE AT ONE OF THE 
MEETINGS IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE. This 
is also a great opportunity for congregants to 
learn more about what the LCMS Gathering is 
about, all are welcome! Adult leaders do not have 
to be parents!  

 
Little Caesars Fundraiser 
LYF will be having an online Little Caesars 
Fundraiser from July 26-Aug 25. How it works is 
there will be a special link (on the website and 
posted on the church's facebook page) OR scan 
the QR code below. Click on the link and order 
what you'd like. Pizza Kits will be delivered 
directly to your home by FedEx, so send the link 
to your out of state family and friends, too! We 
appreciate your support!!! 

Corrected QR Code… 
use this one for Little Caesars Fundraiser. 

St Clare Catholic Church, Altamont pork chop 
drive-up dinner on Sunday, August 22, 11-2, or 
until pork chops are gone. Menu: butterfly pork 
chop sandwich or pork burger, chips, baked 
beans, pickle spear and chocolate chip cookies. 
The cost of the meal is $7.00. This replaces their 
annual breakfast.  There will also be a pie sale. 
The address of the church is  
216 N. 9th St, Altamont. 


