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Immanuel Lutheran Church, Altamont, Illinois 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Saturday, June 12, 2020, 6:00 PM 
Sunday, June 13, 2021, 8:30 AM 
Divine Service Four, Hymnal Page 203 

 
Ringing of the Bell 
Welcome by the Pastor 
 

HYMN 595 O BLESSED SPRING 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110001032 

 
(Stand) 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
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P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
INTROIT Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High. 
The righteous flourish like the | palm tree* 
 and grow like a cedar in | Lebanon. 
They are planted in the house | of the LORD;* 
 they flourish in the courts | of our God. 
They still bear fruit in | old age;* 
 they are ever full of | sap and green, 
to declare that the LORD is | upright;* 
 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness | in him. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High. 
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KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 17:22–24 
 

22
Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top 

of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its 
young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
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mountain. 
23

On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may 
bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it 
will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every 
sort will nest. 

24
And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the 

LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the 
green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, 
and I will do it.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 

Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,* 
 and his greatness is un- | searchable. 
On your wondrous works, I will | meditate,* 
 and I will declare your | greatness. 

 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
 

1
We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we 

have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

2
For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 

dwelling, 
3
if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 

4
For 

while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

5
He who has prepared us for this 

very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
 

6
So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord, 
7
for we walk by faith, not 

by sight. 
8
Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9
So whether we are at home or 

away, we make it our aim to please him. 
10

For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
(Stand) 

ALLELUIA LSB 205 

 
 



5 

 

VERSE LSB 205 

 

 
 

ALLELUIA LSB 205 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:26–34 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 

26
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed 

on the ground. 
27

He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed 
sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 

28
The earth produces by itself, 

first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 
29

But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
 

30
And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 

what parable shall we use for it? 
31

It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth, 

32
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the 

garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade.” 
 

33
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 

able to hear it. 
34

He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately 
to his own disciples he explained everything. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being 
of one substance with the Father, By Whom all things were 
made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down 



6 

 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
Virgin Mary, And was made man; And was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sits at the right 
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom will 
have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy 
Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
(Sit) 

The Children’s Talk on Sunday 
 

LSB 577 ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST 
 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 
    Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend 
    And righteous fruits abound. 

 
2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

    This holy seed remove, 
But give it root in ev’ry heart 
    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 
3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

    The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold 
    The fruits of peace and joy. 

 
4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

    Life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive 
    Its saving pow’r may know. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: The Tree in Which Birds of Every Sort Will 
Nest. Ezekiel 17:23 & Mark 4:32. 
 
(Stand) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary, ….evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, …life, and salvation that come to 

us in His body and blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 
(Sit) 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

 HYMN 633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 
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5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

HYMN 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 
ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 
3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 
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4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN 652 FATHER, WE THANK THEE 
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Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001032 
Tune: Public domain 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV

®
 Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version

®
), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 

   Thank you for joining us today for worship, sacrament, and 
prayer. The ministry of the Gospel through this church and its 
school depends on your regular, generous contribution of thanks 
to God for all His mercies to you. Offering plates are placed at the 
exits to the nave. You can also give online through Vanco Giving + 
available at www.immanuelaltamont.org. 
 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
Ezekiel 17:22–24 
2 Corinthians 5:1–10   
Mark 4:26–34 
 
The Cross of Christ Is the Tree of Life, Which Bears Abundant 
Fruit after Its Own Kind 
 
The parables of our Lord convey the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God to those who are “able to hear it,” that is, “to his own 
disciples,” who are catechized to fear, love and trust in Him by 
faith (Mark 4:33–34). He scatters “seed on the ground,” which 
“sprouts and grows” unto life, even as “he sleeps and rises” (Mark 
4:26–27). “On the mountain height of Israel,” He plants a young 
and tender twig, and it becomes “a noble cedar.” Indeed, His own 
cross becomes the Tree of Life, under which “every kind of bird” 
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will dwell, and in which “birds of every sort will nest” (Ezek. 17:22–
25). His cross is our resting place, even while now in mortal 
bodies, we “groan, being burdened” (2 Cor. 5:1–4). Yet in faith, we 
live for God in Christ, who for our sake “died and was raised” (2 
Cor. 5:15). We know that, in His resurrected body, “we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

 


