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From the Pastor: 

   Memorial Day is for remembering the war 

dead. World War I. World War II. Korea. 
Vietnam. Iraq I. Iraq II. Afghanistan. Other 
conflicts. So many people giving up so much, 
even their lives, for our freedom. We are 
forever grateful. Freedom costs. It costs lives. 
It costs families. It costs hardship, deprivation, 
and trauma. It costs taxes. It costs some 
peoples’ freedom to protect other peoples’ 
freedom.   
   What is freedom for? What we do with our 
freedom matters. Many people complain about 
the loss of freedom we are experiencing. 
Pandemic. Rising taxes. More laws to obey. 
The more that people exercise their freedom to 
do whatever they want, the more laws and 
taxes increase in an effort to stop disaster from 
overwhelming our society. It seems to me that 
more freedom means more government, more 
taxes, and less people serving to protect the 
peace. Self-restraint and self-control bring the 
better result. 
   One thing the government doesn’t urge you 
to do is support the church. You are completely 
free to ignore Jesus Christ and the church for 
all your life. There’s still a tax break for 
charitable donations to recognized non-profit 
organizations such as your church. But no one 
will command you to support it. No one says 
you have to. 
   Everyone else has a message. Corporations 
speak loudly and continuously. “Buy this. Buy 
more. Buy the updated version. Buy now.” 
There’s even home delivery. There’s only two 
small groups of people in your life who will tell 
you to support the church. They are your family 
and your congregation. No one else cares if 
you believe God’s word or receive salvation. 
The others want your money, your vote, your 
endorsement, your patronage because they 
get something in return. More money. More 
power. More influence. From you. Over you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The church and your Christian family 
members want you to remain with them 
forever. They want you to have power over life 
and death. They connect you to Jesus. They 
pray for you. They encourage you to keep the 
faith. It’s not like military service, where you 
serve your time, do your duty, and then find 
something else to do for the rest of your life. 
Your faith in God is to be permanent, but so 
few people honor and support it. 
   It amazes me how quickly our country is 
changing. Why is this happening? Time off 
from work to go to church? Who gives that 
anymore? Time off from sports practice, games 
and meets to go to a weekly church event? “If 
you want to play on this team, then make it 
your priority!” No one encourages you to go to 
church and support the ministry, except for 
your congregation and your family, and only if it 
is a Christian family. 
   So no wonder churches are struggling. No 
wonder attendance is at an all time low in 
churches around the country and 
congregations are closing permanently. No 
wonder the only thriving Christian schools 
(outside of Altamont) are high tuition prep 
schools that only admit the children of parents 
with six figure incomes. People no longer listen 
to their Christian family or to their pastors and 
congregations. They don’t attend church 
services regularly. They don’t contribute like 
they should to the ministry.  
    Perhaps I can get your attention before it is 
too late. Before you go to Disney World, 
Hawaii, or some other expensive vacation, 
consider if you always give a tithe (10% or 
more of your income) to your congregation. 
Before you build your forever home, buy the 
limited edition pickup truck or sport utility 
vehicle, make sure you are fully dedicated in 
support of your church. No one says that you 
have to. It doesn’t work that way. God wants a 
thank offering, not a tax collection. You don’t 
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have to give. But you get to give. There’s a big 
difference. And you can’t out give God’s gifts to 
you. 
   We will see our world change faster than 
ever before. We are in the end times that 
Jesus told us about (Read Matthew chapters 
24-25). Children will turn away from the faith 
they were raised in. They will not seek a godly 
relationship with a spouse through life-long 
biblical marriage. They will not raise their 
children to know the Ten Commandments and 
the Creed. They will not teach their children to 
fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
They will teach them to get good grades, get a 
high paying job, make lots of money, and enjoy 
their freedom. But it will not be enough. It will 
all be taken away from them and they will be 
lost. 
   Don’t be surprised by what is happening 
around you. Jesus told us it would happen. It’s 
just happening faster than we imagined. What 
can you do about it? Support your church. 
Attend services EVERY week. Don’t miss at 
all, unless you are ill. Give back to God like He 
gives to you. That’s how you should support 
the church. Not with the small change left over 
after you’ve spent everything on housing, 
transportation, education, food, appliances, 
and entertainment. God has supplied all of 
these things to you, if you didn’t already know. 
Give a FIRST FRUIT offering before you pay 
the bills. God promises that you will have 
enough. (Check Malachi 3:6-12 for that 
promise.) Support the church, so that the 
ministry of Jesus will flourish, and you will be 
blessed, and so will your family, your neighbor. 
   If you are supporting the church with your 
attendance, your faith, your obedience to 
Jesus, and your offerings, you won’t miss out 
on anything. Not anything good that lasts, that 
is. Trust God in this. Dedicate yourself to 
serving him, like those soldiers we honor who 
laid down their lives in the line of duty. Live 
your life for God, and sing his praises. This is 
the image of Jesus Christ, who lived and gave 
his life for us.     --Pastor Wright 
    
Holy Communion We will return to the altar 
rail for communion on June 6. The common 
cup will also be offered again. 

What happened to the men?  It’s 

Father’s Day on June 20. Are there any real 
men left? Real men are not body builders who 
show off their six pack abs any chance they 
get. Real men are not “pretty boys” who are 
overly concerned with their hairstyle and 
clothing. Real masculinity is not inwardly 
focused at all. The “real man” is Jesus Christ. 
He shows what true masculinity is all about: 
giving his life in service to others.  
   Real men sing. They do not sit in church with 
their arms folded, staring into the distance 
when the congregation sings a song. They do 
not refuse to sing, even if they can’t hold a tune 
in a bucket!  Real men hear God when He 
says, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord. Break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises!” 
(Psalm 98:4). Real masculinity leads the 
family, teaching the children and giving a good 
example of faith in action. I don’t know who 
taught the men of Altamont that singing is for 
sissies, but they were wrong. 
   God didn’t say you had to sing on key like 
Morgan Wallen. God doesn’t care if your voice 
sounds like a semi-tractor air horn. He 
commanded you to sing. If you don’t sing 
because you think other people won’t like your 
voice, you have more reverence for people’s 
opinion than you do for God’s commandments. 
So when I look out from the altar and see 
healthy young men who aren’t singing in 
worship, or even looking at the words and 
meditating on them for that matter, I wonder if 
they even believe in Jesus at all. 
   Men, let’s man up! Let everybody know what 
you believe, and what you hold true and 
precious until you die. Let no one wonder 
whether you really believe what is taught in this 
congregation. Shout it with all that’s in you! We 
believe in Jesus. We need his forgiveness and 
rejoice in it. His good favor is something worth 
dying for! Let’s fight the battle inside ourselves 
to let Jesus be our commander-in-chief. This is 
a hill worthy dying on. It was for Jesus. He died 
for you. He rose again to give you his 
forgiveness and life. He thinks you are worth it. 
He wants you to follow him, whether it feels 
comfortable or not. 
   A real Christian father is a man who leads his 
sons and daughters to worship Jesus. He 
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teaches his children the faith from the Bible, 
the Catechism, and the hymnal. Puts aside 
work and play to come to God’s house and 
receive His gifts. A Christian father walks 
humbly, not too proud to ask forgiveness from 
the people he sins against. He leads the family 
in prayer and worship. He teaches them that 
no one loves and cares for them the way Jesus 
does. A real Christian father prays for his 
children every day and shows them how to live 
by his good example. And yes, he sings in 
church. 
   God, give us grace to be the fathers you 
want us to be, and forgive us when we falter. 
Are there any men in the congregation? Stand 
up and be counted!                 --Pastor Wright 
 
 

Retirement of Teacher  Mrs. April Stuemke at  
Altamont Lutheran Interparish School on 
Sunday, June 6, 2021 at 2 PM– 4 PM. Join us 
for a cake and punch open house celebrating 
Mrs. Stuemke, her years of service in Christian 
education, and her upcoming retirement. 
Immanuel thanks God for her. 
 
Church Attendance The Immanuel 
attendance policy for ALIS families from our 
congregation will resume beginning July 1. The 
congregation expects all members, especially 
enrolled students and parents, to attend a 
minimum of 7 of 13 weeks during a school 
quarter. If you are unable to attend services, 
contact the Immanuel appeals committee. 

**************************** 
Information from Andy and the LYF 

 
VBS- Immanuel will hold God's Wonder Lab VBS 
June 1-4 from 9-11:50 AM. Sign up for Children 
& Volunteers is now open, forms are at each of 
the church doors and on our website, 
immanuelaltamont.org under Ministries --> 

Vacation Bible School. Please let Andy Wendling 
know if you have any questions 
immandy15@gmail.com. 

Car Wash Fundraiser benefiting the LYF 

Servant Trip this summer. June 27, Noon- 2pm in 

the North Parking Lot. Free will donation. 

Youth Servant Trip- Andy and Pastor will be 
taking seven youth to Henning, MN, for a servant 
trip this July. They will assist Lutheran Island 
Camp with improving and refreshing its facilities. 
Softball, soccer, archery, and disc golf areas on 
the Island will be the primary focus of service 
through repair, painting, and cleaning. Lutheran 
Island Camp pursues the Glory of God through 
worship, ministry, giving, and education. They 
strive to connect with Jesus Christ and to each 
other to magnify His name.  
   The youth of Immanuel share in the mission to 
love God with all our heart, with all our soul, and 
with all our mind, and to treat our neighbors as 
we wish to be treated ourselves. Through this 
servant trip, the youth will be able to share God's 
love with all the children, volunteers, and staff 
that are connected to the camp. Our youth are 
excited about spending a week working to serve 
the Lord in this way. 
   Our group has done a great job of fundraising 
to serve in this way, but we still have a ways to 
go until they are fully funded. If you would like to 
help, you can donate to the youth servant trip or 
look for fundraisers to take part in throughout the 
summer. We would also appreciate your prayers 
as we prepare for our trip! 

*******************Prayer Corner 
 For healing: Debi Bernahl, Tiffany Dunaway, 

Gloria Fortkamp, Abbey Franzen, Gerald 
Holste, Sonia Hyde, Pam Kepley, Bruce 
Kessler, JR Newby, Judy Oldham, Deb 
Pagel, Julie Seales, Samuel Shelton, Evelyn 
Shumaker, Shirley Siddens, Norma Siebert, 
Irene Spilker, Garold Stuckemeyer, Lynn 
Winter, Craig Wolff, Lilly Wright and others. 

 Comfort to the families and friends of   
       Melissa Higgs and Bill Robison. 

 Church staff,  ALIS school staff and their 
families.    

 For Lutheran missionaries Ted Krey and Britt 
Odemba and for their families 

 For our government for protection of unborn 
children and elderly. 
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 For peace in the world, an end to violence in 
the name of God, and for harmony among 
nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families. 

 
Send thinking of you cards to Judy Voelker. 
Judy is staying at the Villas of Hollybrook. Send 
cards to: 904 W Evergreen, Effingham, IL 62401. 
 
“Drop Off Day” at the Immanuel Parish Hall is 
Monday, June 7, from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Items will be delivered to Silk Purse for you.  

– or- 
     Deliver resale items to the Silk Purse in 
Effingham through the end of June using purple 
door on the east side of the building. Please tell 
the person at the door that the items are from 
Immanuel Lutheran Church so our group will 
get credit for the drop-off.   
     If anyone has large items, call Ruth Spilker 
(618-267-7478) or the church office, and 
arrangements will be made for pick up and 
delivery to Silk Purse. 
 
Volunteer Hours at Silk Purse - Ladies Aid 
members have committed to volunteer 100 hours 
during June. Others are welcome to volunteer 
during June to help the ladies reach the goal. 
Volunteer workers should sign up in the purple 
binder on the table in the Parish Hall lobby.        
     Volunteers report to Shari at the Silk Purse upon 

arrival. Work the # of hours designated between 

8:00 and 4:00 Monday through Friday by sorting 
donated items in the back area of the store. 

     The ladies of the Immanuel Ladies Aid 
appreciate your help in this project.   
 
Ladies Aid Meeting Thursday, June 3, 7pm. 
Devotion by Carolyn Willenburg. Hostesses are 
Ellie Franzen, Carolyn Willenburg, Charla Wolff. 
 
Large Print Workers needed for Tuesday, June 
1. Call Eloise at 483-6439 to volunteer. 
 
Baby Bottles for Family Life Center were ready 
for Mothers’ Day and should be turned back in by 
Fathers’ Day - June 20 with contribution. Make 
checks payable to Family Life Center. 
 

Summer Schedule – The church office will be 
closed on Fridays during the summer with the 
phone forwarded to accept phone calls. 
 
Greeter Schedule - Immanuel is re-activating 
the church greeter schedule starting the first 
weekend in June. Schedules are on the small 
table in the PH lobby and were emailed. 
 
CEFS Meal Deliveries for Immanuel continue 
through May 28. 
 
Altamont Food Pantry hours are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 1-3PM. Food Pantry numbers 
increased for May 11 and 13 to a total of 49 that 
were served 
 
Auction Items are being accepted for Camp 
CILCA Labor Day annual chicken dinner and live 
auction.  To donate something for the auction, 
contact Amy Weseloh 309-696-3782 or 
weselohamy@yahoo.com. She will make 
arrangements to pick it up or you can drop it off 
at the Camp CILCA office. Suggested is a basket 
from each CID congregation.  
 
Lutherans for Life Donations  
If you use Lutherans for Life offering envelope, 
donation will go to National Lutherans for Life. If 
you want a donation to go to local chapter, use a 
Designated envelope and mark “Immanuel 
Lutherans for Life”. 
   Or you can send gifts and offerings to: 
Lutherans For Life, 1101 5th Street, Nevada, IA 
50201-1816 
   Questions regarding LFL or its programs can 
be directed to the national office at 
888.364.LIFE(5433)  info@lutheransforlife.org. 
 
LLL Summer Rally is June 13 at Faith Shumway 
with a 6PM dinner. Business Meeting, then 
speaker Michael Schuermann, Lutheran Campus 
Ministry at U of I and Central Illinois District. Mail 
$10 registration fee by June 8 to: Larry 
Wachtel,15048 N Haarmann Ave, Effingham, IL 
62401 or email wachtell1945@gmail.com 
  
Watch for your chance to work at the 
Fairstand. Schedule coming in June. 
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