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Third Sunday of Easter

Confirmation
10:00 AM, Sunday, April 18, 2021

(Stand for the Procession of Catechumens)

HYMN 483 WITH HIGH DELIGHT LET US UNITE
1

With high delight
Let us unite
In songs of great jubilation.
Ye pure in heart,
All bear your part,
Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.
To set us free
Forever, He
Is ris’n and sends
To all earth’s ends
Good news to save ev’ry nation.

2

True God, He first
From death has burst
Forth into life, all subduing.
His enemy
Doth vanquished lie;
His death has been death’s undoing.
“And yours shall be
Like victory
O’er death and grave,”
Saith He, who gave
His life for us, life renewing.

3

Let praises ring;
Give thanks, and bring
To Christ our Lord adoration.
His honor speed
By word and deed
To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation.
So shall His love
Give us above,
From misery
1

And death set free,
All joy and full consolation.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001032

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION
P
C

LSB 151
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS
P
C

LSB 151
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
P

C

LSB 151
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT

Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b

In your presence there is full- | ness of joy;*
at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have | drawn me up*
and have not let my foes rejoice | over me.
O LORD my God, I cried to | you for help,*
and you have | healed me.
O LORD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;*
you restored me to life from among those who go down | to
2

the pit.
Sing praises to the LORD, O | you his saints,*
and give thanks to his | holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a |
lifetime.*
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the |
morning.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
In your presence there is full- | ness of joy;*
at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.

KYRIE

LSB 152

A

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

A

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

A

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

A

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

A

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

3

THIS IS THE FEAST

LSB 155

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen
world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of
everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through
4

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(Sit)

FIRST READING

Acts 3:11–21
While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John,
all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s,
12
astounded. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of
Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though
13
by our own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied
14
in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But you
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
15
granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from
16
the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his
name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith
that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the
presence of you all.
17
“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also
18
your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that
19
his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn
20
again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ
21
appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy
prophets long ago.”
11

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

EPISTLE

1 John 3:1–7
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does
2
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when
5
1

3

he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
4
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
5
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared to take
6
away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps
on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known
7
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

LSB 156

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:36–49
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.

P

36

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among
37
them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” But they were startled and
38
frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are
39
you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands
and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not
40
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said
41
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they still
disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you
42
43
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate before them.
44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses
45
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
46
their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
47
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
48
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
49
are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of
6

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

(Sit)

HYMN 707 OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY
WAYS
1

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!

2

Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.

3

Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.

4

Make me to walk in Thy commands—
’Tis a delightful road—
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.

Text: Public domain

SERMON: YOUR MISSION IS BEFORE YOU
+ CONFIRMATION +
(The candidates gather at the altar as the pastor addresses the
catechumens.)

CONFIRMATION ADDRESS
P

LSB 272
Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
7

always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and
catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding.
Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before
men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give
answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
P
R

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, I do.

P
R

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

P
R

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

P
R

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

P
R

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

P
R

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

P

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the
inspired Word of God?
I do.

R
P
R

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the
Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
I do.

8

P
R
P
R
P
R
P

C

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s
Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.
Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith,
word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.
Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church
and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.
We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and
have received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the
faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun
a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

(The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor
places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of
the cross on the forehead while saying:)

CONFIRMATION BLESSING
P

R

LSB 273
[Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T
everlasting.
Amen.

(The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of
confirmation.)

COLLECT FOR CONFIRMATION
THE PEACE
P
C

Peace T be with you.
Amen.

The newly confirmed return to their places.
(Stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

9

OFFERTORY

LSB 159

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE

LSB 160

P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

10

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)
P

LSB 161
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS

LSB 161

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LSB 161

LORD’S PRAYER

LSB 162

P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI

LSB 163

11

AGNUS DEI

LSB 163

(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER in a continuous
line. Note: Those who share a confession of faith in the
fellowship of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are
invited to receive the sacrament. Those not in formal
fellowship may come forward to receive a blessing, with
arms folded at the chest.
THE DISMISSAL
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

(Stand)

THANK THE LORD

LSB 164

12

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

BENEDICTION

LSB 166

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
1

Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

2

God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3

Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
13

Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.
4

Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001032

A receiving line for the confirmands forms in the
Narthex after the service. Come and greet the newly
confirmed.
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