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Immanuel Sunrise Service 

April 4, 2021, 6:00 AM 
 

 
 

The Immanuel Window 
 
(In the semidarkness the paschal candle is kindled. All stand and face 
the minister at the entrance to the church.) 
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+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus 

passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and 
prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing His 
Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over 
death. 

 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the 
hearts of Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we 
implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter 
festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be found 
rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(The pastor traces the cross on the candle while saying:) 
 

BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning 

and the ending, 
 
(and then traces the Greek letters Alpha and Omega on the candle while 
saying:) 
 

BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
the Alpha and the Omega. 
 
(He traces the year on the candle, saying:) 

 

BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and 

forever. 
 
(He puts the five wax nails into the candle, saying:) 
 

BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen. 
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(Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, he says:) 
 

BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all 

the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant 
blessing that all who in true faith share this night in joyful celebration 
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be 
filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in darkness, 
but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
(All light their candles from the paschal candle and then follow the candle 
bearer in procession into the darkened church.) 
 
(At the entrance of the nave, the bearer of the paschal candle stops and 
chants:) 
 

LUX CHRISTI 

 

 
 
(When the candle bearer reaches the middle of the nave, he chants for 
the second time:) 
 

LUX CHRISTI 

 

 
 
(When the candle bearer arrives at the candle stand, he turns to face the 
congregation.) 
 
(After all have reached their places, the candle bearer lifts the candle 
high and chants the third time:) 
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LUX CHRISTI 

 

 
 
(After the candle bearer places the paschal candle in its stand, the 
assistant turns to face the people and chants or speaks the Easter 
Proclamation (Exsultet).) 
 

EXSULTET 
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PREFACE DIALOGUE 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places, with all our heart and mind and voice, praise You, O Lord, 
Holy Father, almighty everlasting God, and Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who offered Himself 
for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of His 
precious blood. This is the night when You brought our fathers, the 
children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry ground. This is the night when all who believe in 
Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and 
immortality. This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the 
dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the new 
creation breaks forth out of night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all 
telling is Your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave You 
gave Your Son. How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to 
flight and sin is washed away. How holy is this night when 
innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those 
downcast. How blessed is the night when man is reconciled to God 
in Christ. Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our 
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thanksgiving and praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, 
shine in our hearts, He who gives light to all creation, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(The paschal candle remains lighted throughout the service. A few lights 
in the nave may be turned on.) 
 
(Sit) 

+ SERVICE OF READINGS + 
 

INTRODUCTION TO READINGS 
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power 

of death and by His resurrection brought life and salvation to all 
creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps His Word. The 
sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 

 

+ SERVICE OF BAPTISM REMEMBRANCE+ 
 

RENUNCIATION 
P Do you renounce the devil? 
C Yes, I renounce him. 
P Do you renounce all his works? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you renounce all his ways? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth? 
C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 
C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith 

according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 
But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God 
of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the 
name of the Lord. 
  
Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the 
Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s 

Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, 

word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church 

and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and 

have received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the 
faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the 
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun 
a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven 
you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
P Peace T be with you. 
C Amen. 
 

HYMN 488 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

+ SERVICE OF PRAYER + 
 

LITANY OF THE RESURRECTION 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C hear us. 
A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin 

of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our 

justification, 
C have mercy on us. 
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A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be 
crucified and on the third day rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 
A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life 

and immortality to light, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and 

made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking 
of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and 

Your Spirit, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas 

that he too might believe, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a 

miraculous catch of fish, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to 

James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by 

baptizing and teaching them, 
C have mercy on us. 
A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A By Your victory over sin and death, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A By the majesty of Your risen body, 
C good Lord, deliver us. 
A We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 
A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in 

the freedom of Your forgiveness, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly 

things, serving others as we have been served by You, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens 

of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 
C grant us, good Lord. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
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C have mercy on us. 
A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
A O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
A O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
(Lights in the church are turned on.) 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 
Lord’s resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You 
have given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You 
purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 

1
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb. 

2
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
3
So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward 

the tomb. 
4
Both of them were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5
And stooping to look in, he saw 

the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 
6
Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths 
lying there, 

7
and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 
8
Then the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
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believed; 
9
for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must 

rise from the dead. 
10

Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 

11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 

stooped to look into the tomb. 
12

And she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 
13

They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 

14
Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 

16
Jesus said to her, 

“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). 

17
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Rubric) 
 

467 AWAKE, MY HEART, WITH GLADNESS 
1 Awake, my heart, with gladness, 

    See what today is done; 
Now, after gloom and sadness, 
    Comes forth the glorious sun. 
My Savior there was laid 
Where our bed must be made 
    When to the realms of light 
    Our spirit wings its flight. 

 
2 The foe in triumph shouted 

    When Christ lay in the tomb; 
But lo, he now is routed, 
    His boast is turned to gloom. 
For Christ again is free; 
In glorious victory 
    He who is strong to save 
    Has triumphed o’er the grave. 

 
3 This is a sight that gladdens— 

    What peace it doth impart! 
Now nothing ever saddens 
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    The joy within my heart. 
No gloom shall ever shake, 
No foe shall ever take 
    The hope which God’s own Son 
    In love for me has won. 

 
4 Now hell, its prince, the devil, 

    Of all their pow’r are shorn; 
Now I am safe from evil, 
    And sin I laugh to scorn. 
Grim death with all its might 
Cannot my soul affright; 
    It is a pow’rless form, 
    Howe’er it rave and storm. 

 
5 The world against me rages, 

    Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages, 
    Its work is all in vain. 
My heart from care is free, 
No trouble troubles me. 
    Misfortune now is play, 
    And night is bright as day. 

 
6 Now I will cling forever 

    To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, 
    Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; 
He breaks through sin and pain; 
    He shatters hell’s grim thrall; 
    I follow Him through all. 

 
7 He brings me to the portal 

    That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal 
    Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there My cross has shared 
Finds here a crown prepared; 
    Who there with Me has died 
    Shall here be glorified.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: THE IMMANUEL WINDOW, PART 1 
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COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the 
death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from 
the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may be drowned 
through daily repentance and that day by day we may arise to live 
before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 
 

HYMN 461 I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES 
1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 

 
2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 

 
3 He lives to bless me with His love; 

He lives to plead for me above; 
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He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 

 
4 He lives to grant me rich supply; 

He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text: Public domain 
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