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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Altamont, Illinois 

 
The Incarnation-Nativity Window 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
Announcements 

March 7, 2021 

Church Phone: 618-483-6395             www.immanuelaltamont.org 

Rev. Dr. James F. Wright, Sr. Pastor     217-994-1116 jimwright1961@gmail.com 

Andy Wendling, Director of Youth/Family  618-335-1175 immandy15@gmail.com 

Missionary Rev. Ted Krey, Dominican Republic 

http://www.immanuelaltamont.org/
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WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US TODAY! 
●       Those with compromised health situations and children who cannot 

social distance are asked to continue to worship at home. 
Streaming services are at immanuelaltamont.org. 

●       Avoid all physical contact. 
●       Sanitize hands upon entering. 
●       Sit with your family six feet apart from other households. 
●       Masks are encouraged during entrance, singing and exit. 
●       Handouts are on the table. 
●       Leave offering in the basket. 

In Our Prayers: Medical care: Debi Bernahl, Tiffany Dunaway,  
Abbey Franzen, Adela Goers, Stephen Heimgartner, Judy Oldham, 
Mike Myers, Deb Pagel, Samuel Shelton, Evelyn Shumaker,  
Linda Smith, Allen Soltwedel, Irene Spilker, Cathy Swingler,  
Craig Wolff, Lilly Wright.   
Homebound: JR Newby, Don Ousley, Carol Sheppard 

Week of 2/28: $10,710.25; Memorials: Joe Schmohe $100; Curly 
Stuemke $20. 

Worship: Beginning this Sunday, an elder will assist with communion 
distribution. Members are asked to resume completing worship 
attendance cards: circle time of service and circle those communing. 

Lenten Service this Wednesday, 6:30pm. 
Lent Meals- LYF will provide meals after Wednesday Lenten services, 
once again they will be in to-go containers.  

19th Annual Immanuel Grilled Pork Dinner Walk-Through Only     
Sunday, March 7, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Sat. service as usual; 
One Sunday church service today at 9AM. (No SS & No BC) 
   Menu: grilled pork loin, pork burger, baked potato, chips, baked beans, 
green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, apple or cherry pie, dinner roll. Cost 
is $10 for loin dinner or $7 for pork burger dinner. Children ages 4 and 
under eat FREE.  
Easter Flower Order Forms (on PH shelf.) Turn in to the church office 
or place in an envelope marked Easter Flowers in the collection plate 
by Wednesday, March 10. Make checks payable to Blossom Paradise. 

LYF Cinnamon Roll Fundraiser- In lieu of Easter Breakfast, LYF will 
be selling pans of 5 cinnamon rolls for $8. Order in the Narthex OR on 
the church website under Ministries--> Youth by March 21st. Please 
pay at pick up on March 28th (after 8:30 and after 11 am services).  

Bethlehem Drive Thru Beef BBQ Dinner, Sun March 21, 4-6:30pm. 
See bulletin boards for details. 
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March 7 “Whether you are five or 35 or 65, there will be days when it 
seems to you that God has dropped it. When that happens, when the 
darkness threatens to close in on you, just go back to the simple truth 
that God taught you in your youth. Go back to the Word of Light, the 
Word that is Christ. ‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.’ That will lighten the way for you, for us all.”  
Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer, The Lutheran Hour – A Life Quote from 
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

LYF Escape Room Fundraiser-  March 20, 2021 from Noon- 9 PM  
(1 hour time slots). Sign up on the church website under Ministries --> 
Youth for the time slot you would like to try and “Escape”. Each group 
can have between 2-6 people and the cost is $30.00 a group. We have 
two different themes so you can try to escape twice! Please bring cash 
or check for payment. When signing up please put family name (first 
and last) or the name of one member of your group.  
      What is an escape room?  An escape room is a fun group activity 
based on a specific theme where you and your friends try to solve 
different puzzles to escape the room! 

Altamont Food Pantry hours are 1-3 Tuesday and Thursday. A total 
of 34 were served through the food pantry Feb 23 and 25. 

Thrivent Member? Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church or the  organization of your choice by March 30.   
Contact Thrivent Client Services 800-847-4836. 

May 8 PTL Dinner Auction Info in the narthex. Return to ALIS with 
check payable to ALIS PTL. Paid RSVP is required by April 30th.  

ALIS position open for Head Cook Food Service Mgr. Forms are in the 
narthex. 

This Week’s Schedule 

Monday:          9:00 a.m.            WBC@ Vicki R Unshakable Trust 
Tuesday: 7:30 a.m. WBC Trials and Afflictions 

Wednesday: 6:15 a.m. Mens BC OT Minor Prophet: Habakkuk 
 3-4   p.m. Public School Confirmation Class 
 6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship  
Thursday: 1:00 p.m. Sewing Seeds of Kindness 
 6:30 p.m. Praise Team 
Sat March 13: 6:00 p.m. Worship/Holy Communion    
Sun March 14: 8:30 a.m. Worship/Holy Communion                            
                        9:45 a.m. Pastor’s Bible Class 
                   9:45 a.m.             High School BC in Youth Room 
                      11:00 a.m.            Worship/Holy Communion                 



     4 
 

Easter Experience Drive-Thru 

March 28th from 2-4 pm in the north parking lot, Immanuel will hold our 
first Easter Experience Drive-Thru. Driving thru, people will see the 
accounts of Holy Week, such as the adoration of Christ on Palm 
Sunday, the last supper, and Jesus on the cross.  
Volunteers are needed from our congregation! Congregation 
members will play the roles of prominent characters; Jesus, disciples, 
soldiers, etc. Don't worry; there are no solo speaking parts (think 
crowds shouting "Hosanna!" or "Crucify Him!")! Volunteers should plan 
to be there from 1:15-4:30 pm in order to get their costumes and 
understand their roles. There are a lot of characters we need to 
cast! Please sign up on our website under Ministries--> Outreach 
or in the church Narthex.This event is a great outreach opportunity to 
share the good news of Christ's resurrection from the dead and victory 
over sin! 

Zion Hog Roast is postponed to 2022. 

PASS THIS ON from CID 
    Merriam-Webster defines zeal as "eagerness and ardent interest in 
pursuit of something." In the reading from John's Gospel that we'll hear 
this Sunday, we hear a bit about the zeal of Jesus. He has zeal for His 
Father's house; that is, the Temple in Jerusalem. 
    Jesus has such zeal that He forces out the people who were selling 
animals for the required sacrifices, as well as the money-changers. They 
had made the sacrificial worship of God into a system of transaction. They 
were adding some element of corruption or of profit to a wonderful gift of 
God. 
   Jesus' zeal truly extends beyond the house of God. It extends to the 
whole fallen creation of God. Jesus cared about the Temple being kept 
pure because it was a preview of His own pure body, the true temple that 
would be destroyed on Good Friday and then three days later raised up 
on Easter. This, the death and resurrection of Jesus, was the most 
wonderful of God's gifts. God, in His love and grace, gave Jesus as a 
sacrifice to take away the sin of the world. 
   That zeal of Christ for all to be saved now extends beyond Himself to 
His own followers. Take, for example, the Apostle Paul. He is so zealous 
to speak to everyone about the wonderful gift of salvation in Jesus Christ 
crucified that he's willing to be considered a fool. "The word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perishing," Paul writes. "But to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God." 
    To those who are blind to God's ways, the zeal of Jesus to offer Himself 
as a pure sacrifice for the sins of the world is foolishness. But as for those 
who know that every man is sinful and unclean? Well, for every one of 
them – hopefully including you – the zeal of Jesus to die and rise for all 
mankind is nothing but a reason to cry out with thanks and praise to God. 


