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From Pastor Wright 

Healthy Congregations 
   As the world is centered on getting around 
the Coronavirus pandemic, we have all had to 
become more heath oriented. I am certainly 
looking forward to the day when face coverings 
and hand sanitizer are rare things to see, 
rather than a requirement. I have been wearing 
a mask at church when I come near people not 
so much because I am afraid of getting sick, 
but so you aren’t afraid to come to church. I 
have been pondering how to get people to 
come back to church once the contagion level 
is lower. A slight majority of you have been 
coming to church services, around 60%. Some 
of you I have not seen since March of last year. 
I hope that will change soon. It is not right for 
us to be away from the pulpit and altar. Jesus 
is calling us to supper! 
   Last year we focused on how to make our 
church healthy in a physical way (avoiding 
physical contact, wearing face coverings, 
keeping our hands clean). This year I pray that 
we would be a more spiritually healthy church. 
We become that as each person of the church 
becomes more aware of God’s grace by 
confessing our personal sins to God and 
growing in faith and obedience. We also grow 
as we begin to appreciate the nature of God’s 
grace, his undeserved love and forgiveness for 
broken people. All of our members should 
attempt to read through the entire Bible at least 
once in their lifetime. Attending church services 
each week and studying the Bible with others 
are necessary for Christian spiritual health. 
Here are some other ways we can become a 
more spiritually healthy church. 
1. We are healthier when we engage with our 

community. We do this when we expand 
the church’s ministry outside of the church 
building. Supporting the food pantry and its 
distribution to people in need. Helping with 
the meals on wheels program to seniors.  

2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  

 
 

Encouraging our civic leaders, first    
responders and law enforcement officers. 
Helping new people in the community to 
make friends and find their part in the 
Altamont community. We would certainly 
want people in Altamont to notice if our 
church was suddenly gone. So let’s engage 
in the community even more in 2021. 

2. We become a more healthy congregation by 
fostering meaningful relationships within the 
church. If you grew up in Altamont and see 
your relatives at church services, you are 
blessed. There are people among us who 
don’t have family here in town. Lisa and I are 
an example of this. People ask me why I go 
to Michigan and Wisconsin when I have 
some time off. It’s because my family 
members live there! I live here because God 
called me to serve you. It is good to have an 
extended family for all of us to confide in, to 
give and receive encouragement from, and to 
share the joys and sorrows of life together 
with. Let’s all try to get to know each other 
better at Immanuel. 

3. We are a healthier congregation when 
leadership comes from both the pastor and 
the laypeople. One can think of lots of 
reasons not to take a church office or agree 
to serve on a committee at the church. 
However, when we decline to get involved, 
that task either goes to someone who already 
has a task in the church, or it doesn’t get 
done at all. If all of us helped out in one 
simple way, the church would flourish. If 
someone does take a role in leadership, let’s 
all show respect for that effort. It’s not peace 
at any cost. Our first priority is to follow the 
Word of God in all things. Yet there are many 
things the Scriptures do not direct how we 
should go about doing. There may be some 
tried and true methods that have worked for 
us in the past, AND there may also be some 
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new ways of doing things in the church that 
makes the ministry better and more effective. 
Covid-19 showed us we can change how we 
do things if we need to! 

4. The church is healthy when it operates in a 
financial responsible manner. Financially 
healthy churches ask their members for an 
annual pledge or commitment, create and 
follow an annual budget, support their 
workers generously, avoid deficit spending 
and don’t defer maintenance costs. Here is a 
good question, “Why would members of a 
church run its finances any differently than 
their own household?” Money troubles can 
affect a congregation just as much as they 
affect an individual family. Being proactive by 
addressing shortfalls or unexpected 
expenses directly and wisely promote the 
health of the entire congregation. 

5. Electronic giving is a healthy option for our 
congregation. How many of you pay bills 
online or using your phone? It was wise for 
us to expand our congregation’s ability to 
receive offerings through electronic means 
during the early months of the pandemic. In 
the future more and more families will be 
operating without cash or checks. Can you 
imagine a church without a parking lot for 
vehicles? There was a time when most 
people walked to church and parking was not 
needed. How things change over time. So 
also we adapt to technology that proves 
helpful, but doesn’t require too much of our 
efforts or resources. 

   For nearly one hundred and fifty years 
Immanuel has been able to support a pastor 
and a Lutheran school. What a blessing! As we 
devote ourselves to the public ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments, God will continue to 
work among us saving souls and bringing 
peace and joy to our families through Jesus 
love and mercy.  
 
Pray for Our Leaders   As I write this article, 
Joseph Biden has been president for six hours, 
with Kamala Harris as the Vice President.  
It’s important for us to remember them in our 
prayers for the next four years. God’s Word 
says that there is no authority except from 

God, and those that exist have been instituted 
by God. Scripture also commands us to offer 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings for all people, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, so that we may lead 
a peaceful and godly life.  
Your servant in Jesus Christ,  

Pastor Wright 
 

P.S.  From Pastor Wright--Some members 
have been getting spoofed emails and other 
messages from me asking for gift cards for 
people in need. This is a scam. I will never 
ask you for money over the internet or by 
text. If you check the email address carefully 
you will note it is not from me. All donations to 
the church should be made in person, by mail, 
by Vanco Giving Plus, or from your bank. If a 
message from me looks suspicious, disregard 
it or call me to verify. Let's defeat fraud 
together. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY is February 17. There will 
be a communion service offering the imposition 
ashes at 6:30 PM. The Lenten sermon series 
will be about the images on our stained glass 
windows. Join us each Wednesday and 
Sunday of Lent for the sermons. 
 
Church Window Replacement  The stained 
glass windows were removed in November. 
New double pane windows were installed. 
Soon the refurbished and protected stained 
glass will be reinstalled.  
 
Organ Upgrade Thanks to a generous gift 
from John and Linda Baginski (our substitute 
organist), Immanuel’s fifty-year-old Wicks pipe 
organ console was removed by the 
Brueckmann Pipe Organ Service Company. It 
is undergoing a complete replacement of 
electronic wire and contacts. It should be 
returned by the beginning of Lent. The 
thousands of wires and soldered contacts will 
be replaced with a single cable connected to 
electronic controls which signal the pipes to 
play. An addition to the console will allow the 
organist to record and playback songs. This 
should keep our pipe organ in good repair for 
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another generation or two. Unfortunately, the 
mice that inhabited the control panels will have 
to find another home. Thanks be to God! 
 
New Online Look Have you seen our web 
page lately? Thanks to Andrea Wendling for 
redesigning it last spring. Check it out at 
immanuelaltamont.org. 
 
LYF will provide meals after Lent Services, 
once again they will be in to-go containers.  
 
College Outreach- If you know a member 
who is currently enrolled in a 2- year, 4-year, 
or trade school program AND lives outside of 
Effingham county, please fill out a form (at any 
entrance or on the website under Ministries --> 
Young Adult) and return it to the church office 
by March 1st. 

Volunteer Screening- All volunteers that will 
work with children or youth need to fill out the 
volunteer screening form before they will be 
able to volunteer in the 2021 year. The form 
can be found at linktr.ee/immanuelyouth 
 
Immanuel will host a Drive-Thru 
Easter Experience March 28th from 2-4pm in 
the north parking lot. This experience will show 
the occurrences of Jesus' last week. This event 
will strengthen community members' faith as 
they see the great humility and sacrifices of 
Jesus. The congregation is being asked to help 
with this event! Please sign up on our website 
under Ministries --> Outreach. 
 
LYF Bible Escape Room- Friday, February 
19th from 7-8 pm at Immanuel. Mark your 
calendars so your youth can see if they have 
the smarts and skills to escape the room! 

Read through the Bible in a Year is about 
four chapters per day. Chronological guides 
are available on the Parish Hall Shelf. 

Ladies Aid Meeting Thursday, February 4, 
7:00 pm. Devotion by Candy Wolff. Hostesses 
are Alta Lowry and Linda Long. 
 

Prayer Corner 
 For healing of Debi Bernahl,  

Tiffany Dunaway, Abbey Franzen,  
Stephen Heimgartner, Ted Jahraus,  
Pam Kepley, Cathy Marble, JR Newby, 
Deb Pagel, Pam Pazotta, Walter Ruding,  
Clay Schmohe, Evelyn Shumaker,  
Norma Siebert, Cathy Swingler,  
Jennifer Wendling, Marlin Will, Craig Wolff 
and others 

 Comfort to the family and friends of Luella 
Braasch, Erwin Hahn, Don Hiser, Larry 
Quandt. 

 For our pastor, church staff, ALIS school   
       staff and their families.    

 For Lutheran missionaries Ted Krey and 
Britt Odemba and for their families. 

 For our government for protection of 
unborn children and elderly. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence 
in the name of God, and for harmony 
among nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in 
Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families. 

 
My family and I would like to thank our church 
families for the cards, food, memorials and 
moral support during Larry’s illness and 
passing. 
  Special thanks to Pastor Wright and Pastor 
Fortkamp for their many visits and prayers. 
And also Lynn Kull for his help at this time. 
Thank you!         The family of Larry Quandt 
 
I wish to thank my church family for all the 
cards and best wishes for Christmas. It really is 
a blessing especially this year to know you 
cared. 
 I wish each of you a blessed New Year. May it 
be a little better than 2020. May God grant it 
according to his will.    Your sister in Christ, 
           Adela Goers 
 
2020 Giving Statements have been mailed, 
watch for it. 

http://linktr.ee/immanuelyouth
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Valentines…Remember LCC residents by 
placing valentine cards in the box in the 
narthex. LCC residents who are Immanuel 
members are Charlott Brauer, Lorene 
Frederking, Adela Goers, Carol Sheppard, 
Evelyn Shumaker. 
Mail valentine cards to Don Ousley,  
221 E Cumberland Rd, St Elmo, IL 62458.    
 
Donate to the LYF 
There are many things that we use on a 
regular basis for LYF. Here are some items 
that we feel would help us in our ministry. 
These items can be dropped off at the church 
office, be sure to say they are for LYF. 

 Individually packaged cookies/snacks 

 Canned soda 

 Gift cards to local restaurants and 

grocery stores (of any amount) 

 $10 gift cards to Walmart, Amazon, 

Subway or McDonalds 
 Ping pong balls and paddles 

SAVE THE DATES! 
The CID IL LLL Convention 

 What - The CID IL LLL Convention 
 Where - St John’s - Effingham IL 
 When - March 6th, 2021 
 Who - Speaker - Lutheran Hour Speaker 

Rev. Michael Zeigler 

The LWML CID’s 75th Convention and 
75th Anniversary Celebration is scheduled for 
April 29-May 1, 2021 at Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Morton.  
 
Lutherans for Life Donations – If you use  
Lutherans for Life offering envelope, donation 
will go to National Lutherans for Life. If you 
want a donation to go to local chapter, use a 
Designated envelope and mark “Immanuel 
Lutherans for Life”. 
   Or you can send gifts and offerings to: 
Lutherans For Life, 1101 5th Street, Nevada, 
IA 50201-1816 
   Questions regarding LFL or its programs can 
be directed to the national office at 
888.364.LIFE (5433) 
or info@lutheransforlife.org. 

Pure Germany! 
Uckermark (Berlin) to Bavaria (Munich) 
September 10-21, 2022 
Join tour host/guide and sponsor Jim Yagow 

and others in a 
customized 12-day 
tour of “Pure” 
(historic) Germany!  
 
This unique once-in-
a-lifetime journey will 
be of special interest 
to German 
descendants of Old 
Lutheran immigrant-
ancestors who came 
from the Pomerania-
Uckermark region in 
northeast Germany. 

Come explore your heritage by visiting the 
quaint rural villages, churches, local museum-
exhibitions, and attractions – experiencing the 
wonderful hospitality of those who live there. 
 
   Especially designed by Jim Yagow (Jagow) 
for German Lutheran descendants (everyone is 
welcome), this trip will be an adventure that 
combines our Lutheran heritage, learning, fun, 
camaraderie, and faith. 
 
Price & Sign-up 
Est.=$4,200 per person (land only services based 
on double occupancy-airfare and tips/gratuities/gifts 
not included). Final price to be determined based 
on participant sign-up. A minimum of 18 tour  
participants is necessary. 

Email:  
 jimyagow@aol.com  
Phone: (920) 809-4445 
If you are interested and/or 
have questions, please 
call/write (preferably by 
March 31, 2021:  
Jim Yagow,  
N3494 Hooyman Court, 
Appleton, WI  54913-9218 

 
Lutherans For Life - 2021 Illinois Essay Contest 
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents 

For students in Grades 6 through 12 
Any Lutheran student in a Lutheran school or church is 

eligible. Lutheran students may also enter through a 
home school or congregation e.g. confirmation class, 
youth group when validated by a pastor or teacher. 

 See Parish Hall bulletin board for details. 
Entries should be submitted digitally by April 1, 
2021.     
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