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WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US TODAY! 
●       Those with compromised health situations and children who cannot 

social distance are asked to continue to worship at home. Streaming 
services are at immanuelaltamont.org. 

●       Avoid all physical contact. 
●       Sanitize hands upon entering. 
●       Sit with your family six feet apart from other households. 
●       Masks are encouraged during entrance, singing and exit. 
●       Handouts are on the table. 
●       Leave offering in the basket. 

In Our Prayers: Medical care: Tiffany Dunaway, Abbey Franzen,  
Stephen Heimgartner, Don Hiser, Deb Pagel, Pam Paszotta,  
Larry Quandt, Evelyn Shumaker, Craig Wolff.  
Homebound: Gerald Holste, JR Newby, Carol Sheppard  

Week of 12/13/20: $14,331.75 includes Phil Stuckemeyer Mem. $45; 
Ruby Duckwitz Mem. $70. 

Baptized 12/12/20: Abram Kane Shellenbarger, son of Travis & Megan 
Shellenbarger. Sponsors: Derek & Mindy Shoemaker and Matthew Hahn. 
Baptized 12/16/20: Laynee Grace Burrow, daughter of David & Kelsey 
Burrow. Sponsors: Danielle Alwardt and Kerry Kuhns. 

Small Group Communion Wednesdays at 5 PM – If you would like small 
group communion; please notify Pastor that you are coming.   

Advent Worship Wednesday at 6:30p.m. There will be NO Advent meal 
on December 23

rd
. 

High School Sunday School meets at 9:45 am in the youth room. 
PreK-8th Grade Sunday School this Fall Please see the insert for the 
weekly devotion! Children's video lessons and the weekly devos are also 
available every Sunday on the church website under Ministry → Children. 

“Christmas Cards” – Remember LCC residents by placing Christmas 
cards in the box in the narthex. LCC residents are Charlott Brauer,  
Lorene Frederking, Adela Goers, Carol Sheppard, Evelyn Shumaker. 

Mail Christmas Cards and thinking of you cards to Don Ousley, 221 E 
Cumberland Rd, St Elmo, IL 62458.   

Christmas services at Immanuel. 
Christmas Eve Family Worship at 6:30 PM. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Lessons and Carols at 11:00 PM.  
Christmas Day Eucharist at 9:00 AM.  

Children can pick up Christmas goodie bags during either of the 
Christmas Eve Services, Christmas Day Service or Sun. December 27.  

Christmas Fund envelopes are used to pay for children’s treats. 

2021 Offering envelopes are assigned and available in the narthex. 
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December 20 “As we look forward to Christmas dinner and the 
celebration of our Savior’s birth, let us remember that Christ’s coming 
into the world began with an unexpected pregnancy. Mary of Nazareth 
was unmarried and certainly had reason to be confused and afraid 
when she was asked to carry the Son of God. But she courageously let 
God’s plan unfold for her and her Child and brought our Savior into this 
world, despite her uncertain circumstances.” Right to Life of Michigan –  

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

Wednesday morning Men's Bible Study will not be meeting on 
December 23 and 30.  Class plans to begin again January 6. Current 
topic is Old Testament Minor Prophet: Joel. 

God's Creation calendars sold out. 

Responding to Idols - Book Discussion (Zoom format) 
Starting on Thursday, January 14, at 3:00 pm 
The book The Unholy Trinity: Martin Luther against the Idol of Me, Myself, 
and I by Michael Lockwood (CPH, 2016) lays out Luther’s multi-faceted 
case against idolatry and for the one saving God. This book applies the 
reformer’s biblical insights to our times today. 
     CID Evangelism Executive Ken Schurb will conduct one-hour Zoom 
discussion of this book every other week, with a break in February. These 
conversations are open to all members of CID churches. To register, click 
on link in the article on Book Discussion at www.cidlcms.org/news.html.  
     There is no cost for the sessions. In fact, CID can provide at least 
some registrants for these sessions a gratis copy of the book The Unholy 
Trinity. (Please reimburse the District $3.00 for shipping costs.) If you 
register by January 3, 2021, we can mail a copy of the book early enough 
for you to read the introduction and chapter one before the first session on 
Jan. 14. Be sure to include both your e-mail address and your postal 
address when registering. 

                                                 This Week’s Schedule 
                         No School – Christmas Break for two weeks 
Tuesday:                                No WBC (Meets again Jan. 5  Topic: Trials and Afflictions)                          

Wednesday:                           No Men BC (Meets again Jan. 6  OT Minor Prophet: Joel)                           
                         5:00 p.m.             Sm. Group Communion Must call to reserve 
                         6:30 p.m.             Advent Service – No meal 
 Christmas Eve 
Thursday:         6:30 p.m.             Family Service 
                       11:00 p.m.             Candlelight Service 
 Christmas Day 
Friday:              9:00 a.m.             Christmas Worship/Holy Communion 
Sat Dec. 26                             No Saturday Service 
Sun Dec. 27     8:30 a.m.             Worship/Holy Communion 
                       No Bible Class or Sunday School 
                       11:00 a.m.             Worship/Holy Communion 
   

     

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lm_9IfZqa9hSSbq_ZqUiZ-V3UN13ebzQuOfbWMbnNfiXrfpcBdvdk4idMreM2uBw9IBE-IeWRQ5qC8fOPjMiLSkoT5lKRs4-c7l2dRqlFc-AupZzx8Qw5NYF9CdvgwesZTjCk3j5Zb695IpCxUb8jbPvmyaSHbVw&c=2AAXBG7OMgI9CTO2kbSn9j8QBfyinNxOMLd6RyGfPgFsczDEYdqAtA==&ch=D-h68vi70kzCK2pxtirr0w0_IelVrAPap9iAvK9M8FL3wLG0-Qz4Kg==
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Altamont Food Pantry – Total of 28 participants were served the 
week of Dec 1 and 3 and 33 participants were served the week of Dec 
8 and 10. 
Food Pantry hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 1-3 pm; but the Food 
Pantry will be closed on Thursdays, December 24 and 31.  

Pass This On (PTO) to friends and neighbors from Central Illinois 
District -Lutheran Church Missouri Synod: December 20, 2020 

 A rocket took off from Cape Canaveral last month, transporting 
astronauts to the International Space Station. Before ignition, Mission 
Control called out the countdown: Ten . . . nine . . . eight . . . 

 In a passage to be read in our church on Sunday, an angel put a 
young girl named Mary on a countdown. He said, “You will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.”  

The importance of any countdown lies in the event at its end. 
You can say three . . . two . . . one before you fly a kite. Still, the 
countdown before a rocket liftoff is more important than the same 
numbers being called out on a windy day in the park. 

At the end of Mary’s countdown would come the birth of the 
One “called the Son of the Most High,” the angel said. “And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” This was important. 

But how? Mary was a virgin. Answer: “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 
1:31, 32-33, 35). A countdown takes on high significance for you when 
you have a personal stake in the event at hand. The stakes ran high for 
Mary. She would be the Mother of God.  

Yet the Christmas countdown also anticipates the greatest of 
all blessings for you, and for all people. The Savior of the nations 
comes!  

Miraculously, Mary believed. Whenever people believe this 
message, that is also by the Holy Spirit’s power.  

 

God bless your Christmas countdown! 


