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           From the Pastor 
Today I am thankful to God for . . . 

 Being born in the United States of 
America.  

 Having a good father and mother who 
taught me about God, his 
commandments, and about Jesus as my 
Savior.  

 A course of education that led to 
seminary and a doctoral degree.  

 Good teachers in my youth who knew 
their material, cared for their students 
minds, and were good moral examples 
for me. 

 Pastors in my home church who 
preached the law and the gospel in 
ways I could understand, and taught me 
the catechism. 

 The call into the Office of the Holy 
Ministry in the LCMS faith thirty-two 
years ago. 

 A congregation that puts no restrictions 
on what I preach or how I do it, other 
than it is the Word of God and agrees 
with the Lutheran Confessions. 

 People who treasure God’s Word and 
show up each Sunday to hear what God 
has to say. 

 God’s gift of good health to me and to 
my family. 

 Emergency first responders who are 
always ready to help me in time of 
danger. 

 A government that rules according to 
what is good for the people, not just 
good for the leaders.  

 The national election being almost 
OVER. (I don’t yet know who the 
country chose to lead.)  

 People who run for political office with 
all the terrible things that are said about 
them, their every breath recorded, 
analyzed, and criticized. 

 

 

 

 People who faithfully served in our 
country’s military, especially during 
times of great evil, like World War II and 
other conflicts. 

 The music of the church that points me 
to Jesus’ sacrifice for my sins, and 
faithfully teaches about God. 

 My two hands and the things I can 
create, repair, and improve in my 
workshop. 

 Christian education for my child in a 
parochial school when she was young. 

 The church staff I have worked with in 
the past, and for those I serve with now, 
including Altamont Lutheran Interparish 
School, who make the task of being a 
pastor manageable. 

 The gift of music. For those who play 
and sing music for church services 
where I serve. 

 Law enforcement officers who have 
been helpful at accidents on the road, 
and for break-ins and incidents at 
church. 

 Those who keep me safe at the church 
in the era of violence against believers. 

 Faithful Christian teachers who devote 
their lives to instructing children and 
adults in the full counsel of God’s Word. 

 A faithful wife who is concerned about 
my health, both physical and mental, 
and is pledged to go through the 
changes of life with me. 

 The beauty of nature with all its 
grandeur and intricacies.  

 Students who really want to learn about 
God and his love for us from Holy 
Scripture. 

 Seeing children enjoy playing together 
outside at school. 

 Those who handed the faith down to us, 
the prophets, apostles, early church 
pastors and confessors, historical 
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leaders like Martin Luther, Wilhelm 
Loehe, and C.F.W. Walter. 

 Professors who were so gifted with 
godly knowledge, who dedicated their 
lives and teaching it to me. 

 People who smile. 

 For eternal life in paradise with Jesus 
after my work here is done. 

 All of you who are reading this. 

 Most of all, that God the Father sent his 
only Son, Jesus, to suffer in my place 
for all my sins, and for the Holy Spirit 
who brought faith to me through 
Baptism and His Word. 

What are you thankful for? – by Pastor Wright 
 
The Call to Vote  God makes us citizens of 
this country and tells us to support it by paying 
taxes and obeying laws. Voting in elections is 
part of our civic responsibility as citizens. We 
are called to have a say in how we are 
governed and by whom, and how people are 
cared for in this country. The economy, 
environment, immigration, Coronavirus, and 
the rhetoric of candidates are not the only 
issues that should direct how we choose to 
vote. As Christians we should consider how we 
as a society care for those who have no vote 
and cannot speak for themselves. Though 
American law extends no rights to unborn 
children, the Word of God shows that as 
created by God, they are just as human as the 
rest of us, and are endowed by God with the 
right to live. This needs protecting now more 
than ever. One person’s rite to liberty should 
not extinguish another person’s rite to life. 
   It should also be clear that changing leaders, 
judges, and laws in itself does not fulfill the 
commandment to do no harm to one’s 
neighbor. As a people we have the opportunity 
to make children and parenting a priority in our 
society. We are to help those who are blessed 
with the gift of children, be they born or pre-
born. In a nation as rich and blessed with 
abundance as we are, there should be no 
reason whatsoever for the intentional death of 
any child. Let’s mount up with generosity and 
care to make abortion unthinkable.  
              –Pastor Wright 

Stewardship Sunday, November 22 at 
Immanuel! Each member household will 
receive a mailing that week. All member 
families and single people should make a 
commitment to respond to God’s goodness 
through a planned estimate of giving for the 
year to come. Pledge forms can be returned on 
Stewardship Sunday or soon after. Your 
generous response will enable us to continue 
the ministry of Word and Sacrament at 
Immanuel and through Altamont Lutheran 
Interparish School through 2021 at current 
levels. Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 
O God, Thank You for the Treasure!   Our 
Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. 
By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death 
for our sins, and His resurrection for our 
justification, God the Father has received us 
back into His family. By water – combined with 
His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit 
has taken up residence in us. We belong to 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and 
we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things are 
ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly 
blessed. 
   Our true treasure is that we belong to the 
most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – 
righteousness, peace, eternal life – also 
belongs also to us. Even our temporal 
treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy. 
   We receive our treasures from Him, and 
thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we 
manage them in such a way that they may be 
returned to Him. We bring them to Him, 
hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and 
God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice. 
   Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, 
are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish 
our bodies. We share with our family, 
neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and 
even our enemies as holy things given by the 
holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to 
and for us, and they bring blessings upon us 
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even as they are pressed into His service for 
His kingdom. 
   Thus, we place all that we have into God’s 
hands, and He never fails to remember us. He 
pours out the fullness of His promises upon us. 
We give thanks for all that He has done, is 
doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks 
by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all 
even as our heavenly Father has given to us. 
   As we prepare for the celebrations of 
Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks 
continually for all that we are and all that we 
have because of God’s providential care. And 
may we be all the more diligent in bringing 
everything that we have received from God to 
Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for 
the good of all – even for us. For to the one 
who has, more will be given, and he will have 
an abundance. 
 
Thanksgiving Service Give thanks together in 
an hour of prayer, praise, and preaching. 
Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 AM in the Nave. 
Advent Begins Sunday, November 29. Advent 
devotional services are happening 
Wednesdays at 6:30 on December 2, 9, 16, & 
23. A take-out meal is offered afterwards from 
our youth groups. Advent devotional readings 
will be made available. 
Cornavirus Precautions We practice safe 
distancing, sanitary communion, and disposable 
worship materials at Immanuel to keep everyone 
safe during worship. Please wear a face covering 
when entering and exiting the building, during 
forceful singing, and when coming near to any 
other worshipper. Avoid physical contact with 
people outside your immediate family when in the 
church building. We do this out of love for other 
people and not merely for ourselves. God, bring an 
end to this pandemic. Lord, have mercy upon us for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Emotions and the Church, by Deaconess Heidi 
Goehmann. Reprinted from lcms.org.  
   The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is 
traditionally a thinking church. We have very clear 
doctrine, while still valuing the freedom given to us 
in Christ. Martin Luther and his colleagues in the 
Reformation read, debated, considered, challenged 
and studied to earnestly seek truth from the Word 
of God in the contexts where God had put them. 
And we do the same in our time and place. 

   This history impacts us greatly. As a 
denomination, we highly value the role of education 
in the faith at home, in our churches and in our 
schools. We have several universities in the 
Concordia University System and many chapters of 
LCMS U student ministries at colleges and 
universities across the nation. 
   We also value many other things — the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit; salvation by grace alone, 
through faith alone; God’s Word as inerrant — I 
could keep going. I encourage you to dive into 
Luther’s Catechism and the Book of Concord and 
find out more about what we believe, teach and 
confess.  
   One thing that happens because we are a church 
body that highly values thinking and learning is that 
we talk less about our emotions. This is not 
universal. You may travel in circles which talk about 
emotions and your experience of those emotions a 
lot. But as a generalization, I find that in the LCMS, 
in our churches and maybe even in our homes, we 
shy away from talking about our emotions. There 
are good reasons for this: 
   Emotions are unreliable and ever-changing. 
Our culture often overemphasizes emotions and 
encourages people to follow them without pause, to 
much harm and detriment. 
   When we use our emotions as a barometer for 
our relationship with God, rather than His promises, 
His actions and His never-changing commitment to 
us, we actually make idols of the things that were 
meant to point us to God. 
   Emotions do have their place, however. Our 
triune God created emotions just as much as He 
did knowledge and all other things in creation: 

“I form light and create darkness; 
I make well-being and create calamity; 
I am the Lord, who does all these things.” 
    Isaiah 45:7 

“For everything created by God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
gratitude.” 
    1 Timothy 4:4 

God is the Creator of everything, including 
emotions. So, where do they fit in our lives? 
It is helpful to consider something called emotional 
intelligence. We, as thinking human beings, with 
God’s Word in hand, and the Holy Spirit at 
residence inside of us, can begin to make sense of 
our emotions and hold them in their rightful place 
as informants. We intelligently discern our 
emotional experiences, give them names without 
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fear, but do not let them guide what we do.       
Emotions are not always sin, and sin is not always 
connected to our emotional experience. 
   Our emotions give us information, telling us about 
all kinds of internal connections God designed our 
bodies to make at any given moment: sensations, 
memories, thoughts circulating, response options. 
This is one reason we so desperately need to live 
in communion and communication with God 
continually. And He has given us the gift of His 
Spirit in order to do that — we need His help with 
all the sorting! 
   True emotional intelligence is being honest in our 
confession, acknowledging what we are 
experiencing as humans and seeking God first 
before plunging in and throwing it out there into the 
world around us. We can name our emotions 
before Him and ask Him for discernment. We also 
can learn about what emotions are and what their 
purpose is by reading about discoveries God has 
given us in science and especially by reading God’s 
Word. 
   The church is a place we want to engage in 
conversations about our emotions more than 
anywhere else. It’s where we find answers and 
support, where we confess our darker parts and are 
connected to the light of Jesus Christ. We, as a 
church — thinkers, philosophers, pastors, workers 
and laypeople — can honor these things that God 
made, emotions, and find truth about them too, 
gathering around His Word today.+++ 

 
Christ On Campus The psalmist of old prayed to 
the Lord, “Send out your light and your truth; let 
them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill 
and to your dwelling!” (Psalm 43:3). “College is 
tough. You need Jesus. We’ll help,” says The 
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. We believe it is 
vital for our college students to have C.A.R.E.: 
Catechizing and Caring for our own Apologetics 
(defense of the faith) in the academic square 
Reaching out to those who are lost Engaging a 
dying culture with Christ The Central Illinois District 
has important campus ministries to give such 
C.A.R.E. at University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, Illinois State University, Eastern Illinois 
University, and Western Illinois University. It has 
become more and more financially difficult to 
maintain these ministries. This will be still harder in 
the future, as the District will likely receive fewer 
dollars to apply to mission efforts. Enter Lutheran 
Legacy Foundation of Paris, Illinois! Four 
endowment funds created by Lutheran Legacy, one 
for each current campus, will provide the District 

with earnings with which it can continue to support 
ministry to students, faculty, and staff members. 
Lutheran Legacy has contributed an initial $10,000 
apiece to these funds. What’s more, Lutheran 
Legacy will also match, dollar for dollar, the first 
$10,000 contributed to each of the funds between 
now and July 1, 2021. Won’t you contribute to one 
or more of these endowment funds? Now is a great 
time for a gift to continue the Central Illinois 
District’s historic strong support of campus ministry. 
Under the Lord’s blessing, your gift will help to 
insure keeping Christ on campus for years to come. 
For more information, contact Ken Schurb at the 
District office at (217) 793-1802 or e-mail 
kschurb@cidlcms.org. 

 
Thanks to Pastor and to all the people for all 
the prayers and well wishes. It is appreciated. 
           Elnor Rhodes 
 
LYF - Every week at their Wednesday Together 
Time, Immanuel LYF collects an offering. The youth 
voted to use September's offering to support Coats 
for Kids, a local fundraiser to collect winter apparel 
for kids who would not be able to afford it 
otherwise. A group of five youth went to Effingham 
to buy new coats, gloves, hats, and scarves. It is 
great to serve the Lord and our community through 
our weekly gifts! 

“Cards of Kindness” 
 During this time of limited visitors for 
Lutheran Care Center residents, we can let 
residents know they are remembered by sending 
cards to them. 
 Place “Thinking of You” cards in the “Cards 
of Kindness” box that has been placed in the 
narthex.  Sign the card with either your name or “A 
friend from Immanuel”.  Write “Resident” on the 
envelope or leave the outside blank for cards to go 
to any resident.  Some residents receive very little 
mail and a card may brighten their day. 
 Greeting cards for residents you want to 
remember by name are welcome also.  Write their 
name on the envelope and the card will be 
delivered to them. 
 Cards will be delivered each week by the 
Tuesday morning Bible Class ladies.  Thank you for 
your concern for residents of LCC and the Luther 
Terrace.  
  

If you are leaving for an extended stay, 
notify the church to mail year end statements 
to your winter address before you leave. 
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Prayer Corner 

 For healing of Heath Beccue, Tiffany 
Dunaway, Tristin Duncan, Abbey Franzen, 
Wayne Franzen, Stephen Heimgartner, 
Pam Kepley, Grace Lowry, Cathy Marble, 
JR Newby,  Deb Pagel, Pam Paszotta, 
Earl Pemberton, Walter Ruding, Evelyn 
Shumaker, Norma Siebert, Charlie 
Stuemke, Doris Strullmyer, Craig Wolff and 
others. 

 For our pastor, church staff, ALIS school   
    staff   

 For Lutheran missionaries Ted Krey and 
Britt Odemba and for their families. 

 For our government for protection of 
unborn children and elderly. 

 For peace in the world, an end to violence 
in the name of God, and for harmony 
among nations. 

 For those persecuted for their faith in 
Jesus. 

 For police, fire fighters, emergency medical 
personnel, and those who serve in our 
military and their families. 

EDUCATION UPDATE 
Wednesday Catechism Classes for public 
school children in grades 5-8 are 2:45-4:00PM 
in the Parish Hall lower level.  
 
Sunday Bible Class with Pastor Wright 
continues the study of The Call to Vote from 
9:45-10:45 in the Parish Hall upper level.  
 
High School Bible Class meets in the Parish 
Hall lower level youth room on Sundays at 
9:45-10:45. 
 
Together Time is Wednesday: Jr. High is from 
5:30-7:30 pm and Sr. High is 7:00-9:00 pm. 
Parents please sign up to chaperone on our 
linktree. 
 
PreK-8th Grade Sunday School this Fall 
Please see the insert for the weekly devotion! 
Children's video lessons and weekly devos 
every Sunday on the church website under 
Ministry → Children.  
 

Lutherans for Life Donations – If you use  
Lutherans for Life offering envelope, donation 
will go to National Lutherans for Life. If you 
want a donation to go to local chapter, use a 
Designated envelope and mark “Immanuel 
Lutherans for Life”. 
 
CEFS Meal deliveries for Immanuel are 
November 30 – December 11.  
 
Annual Soup Supper Drive-Thru, Sunday, 
November 1 at St Paul Blue Point Lutheran 
hosted by their Ladies Aid. Hours are 3:30-
6:30pm. Menu includes chili, chicken salad 
sandwiches, hotdogs, chips and chocolate chip 
cookie bars. Free will offering. The church is 
located 4 miles north of Altamont and 2 miles 
east.  See Bulletin Board for details. 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Drive Thru Soup Supper - 
The Bethlehem Ladies Aid/LWML Drive Thru Soup 
Supper is Sunday, November 8, 3pm-5:30pm. The 
menu will include chili, chicken noodle soup, 
sauerkraut soup, chicken salad sandwiches & hot 
dogs. Pies include: coconut cream, raisin cream, 
apple, pecan and pumpkin. Desserts offered are 
chocolate layered & cherry delight. Soups will be 
served in 16 oz (1 Bowl) or 32 oz (2 Bowls) 
containers. Free Will Donation. Proceeds will go 
towards replacement of church windows. 
 

St. John’s, Dieterich is having a Drive Thru 
Fundraiser Sunday, Nov 8, 10:30-1:00. Menu is 
pulled pork sandwich, potato salad, applesauce, 
chips, dessert and drink for a free will donation. 
Proceeds for St. John’s LYF and Dieterich 
School Helping Hands Program. St. John’s 
address: 22775 E 700

th
 Ave, Dieterich.  

St. John’s church is located 3 miles south of 
Dieterich and 1/8 mile west. 
 

Live Nativity - The Board of Christian Education 
has decided in order to ensure safety during the 
Christmas season there will be NO children's 
program at the Christmas Eve service this year. 
Instead we will be having a drive through live 
nativity. Children will still be able to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior by singing Christmas songs 
that tell the story of Christ's birth to those visiting 
our live nativity. This event will be on December 
13, 5-6 PM. More details to come! 

https://immalt.360members.com/people/1038229165

