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As We Gather 
The “epiphany,” the showing forth or manifestation of Jesus as the Messiah, the Savior of the 
world, began with the coming of the Magi from the East. This “epiphany” now continues as 
our Lord’s active earthly ministry begins at the hands of His predecessor John the Baptist and 
His Baptism in the Jordan River. As the Holy Spirit comes upon His human flesh and the voice 
from heaven declares Him to be the Son of God, so our Baptism gives us “the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God” (John 1:12–13). To be thus “born again” is nothing less than to have heaven 
opened to us with the power of God’s gifts of faith, hope, love, and the perseverance to live 
as God’s children now albeit as “strangers and exiles on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13), yet as 
“fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19). “I’m 
but a stranger here,” says the hymn, “Heav’n is my home” (LSB 748:1). 
 
Opening                                           He Knows My Name 
 
Invocation 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
Introit Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 
 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your 
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His 
name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:1–7 
 
Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 3:15–22 
  
Hymn of the Day                      To Jordan's River Came Our Lord LSB 405 
 
Sermon 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Closing                                                 Better Is One Day 
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