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From Pastor Kapanka 
 
     It happens every four years, the presidential election. As a 
Democratic Republic we chose our president. The months and even 
years leading up to the election are filled with primary challenges, 
debates, yard signs, TV commercials, and thousands of news stories. All 
culminating in the election of the nation’s leader on the first Tuesday in 
November. Elections and the political theater that is Washington DC, 
give us an opportunity to talk about the role of the individual Christian 
and of the Church in civil matters. 
     Martin Luther, in his confrontation with the Emperor Charles V, 
developed the doctrine of “Two Kingdoms.” He declared that each 
Christian lives in two kingdoms. The Kingdom on the Right is the 
Churchly Kingdom and the Kingdom on the left is the civil or earthly 
kingdom. Every believer is a part of both worlds. This is not the same as 
what we hear so often today; “Separation of Church and State.” 
Separation of Church and State suggestion little or no linkage between 
the two entities. This philosophy demands completely different entities 
with no commonalities. That is not what Luther taught and is not what 
the Bible teaches. 
     In the Two Kingdom theology, the Church and Civil authorities have 
several similarities. First, they are both instituted by God. In Matthew 
16:18 Jesus declares, “On this rock I will build my church…” and The 
Holy Spirit inspired Paul to teach the Romans, “Everyone must submit to 
himself to the governing authorities, there is no authority except that 
which is established. The authorities that exist have been established by 
God.” (Romans 13:1) 
     Secondly, Christians are subjects of both kingdoms. Again, look at 
what Paul taught in Romans 13:1. See also what Hebrews 13:17 says, 
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do 
this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage 
to you.” 
     Thirdly, both Church and State have some common purposes. They 
both have a role in the institution of marriage. God has established 
marriage as good for all people. He has given to the civil authorities the 
regulating of legal protections that relate to marriage. 
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     Finally, both Church and State are designed for the good of the 
people. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, “I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, that we may lead and peaceful and quite life, 
godly and dignified in every way.” And in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
he wrote, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ.” 
     While there are some similarities between the Two Kingdoms, there 
are also some differences. They serve different persons. The church 
serves only believers. The Kingdom on the Left serves all within their 
jurisdiction. 
     Next, they have different purposes. The purpose of the Church is to 
make believers, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Matthew 28:19) the purpose of the State is to reward good behavior 
and punish bad behavior, Ro 13:3–4 (ESV) –“For rulers are not a terror 
to good conduct, but too bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for 
he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.” 
     Furthermore, God gives them different tools to do their work. To the 
Church God gave the Means of Grace (Word and Sacrament). God has 
given the “sword” as the tool for punishment to the State, Ro 13:4 “But 
if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For 
he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the 
wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:4) 
     We get confused when each kingdom encroaches on the other. 
When the Church tries to tell the State how to govern or when the State 
tries to regulate how to make disciples. Confusion happens when the 
Church focuses on proper behavior or when the State tells people what 
to believe. Misunderstanding takes place when the Church tries to rule 
by force or when forgiveness replaces punishment in the State. 
     Every believer is a subject in Two Kingdoms. We have responsibilities 
and privileges in each. It is our responsibility to participate in the 
electoral process. Inform yourself, campaign, run for office and vote. It 
is also your responsibility to receive the Means of Grace as often as 
possible. Confess your sins and accept the absolution. 
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Every four years we are reminded of the privileges of living in a free 
country with free and open elections and freedom of religion. Don’t let 
the ugliness of political campaigns rob you of the beauty of the Doctrine 
of “Two Kingdoms.” 

 
 
 
 

Prayers from September 
 
For the Rankin family, at the death of Gary’s mother 
For David Mahncke, health issues 
For Pastor Illian, prostate cancer 
For Vicki McDonald, Kathy Camarata’s sister, cancer 
For missionaries Scott & Ivy Wiens 
For Robin Morelock, awaiting her move to Papua New Guinea 

 
Information 

 
Staff Opening: 
Music Director: Direct our choirs, bells, and chimes among other duties 
related to music. Experience preferred. This is a part-time paid position. 
If you have an interest, check with the office for more information. 
 

Official Business: 
Baptism: Hayden Lynne Wodnik, daughter of Lexi Daman & Matt 
Wodnik   
Adult Confirmation: Caleb Banwart 
Transfer Out: Judy Hendren to Zion Lutheran in Ft. Meyers, FL 
Deaths: Karon Hines, Anna Morse 
Removed: Eight from Zone 12  
       

Directory Update: 
 

Please call the church office if you will be in the 
hospital or if you know of a member that is ill.  
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Worship 
 
Theme Verse: Psalm 18:2 -- The LORD is my rock and my fortress and 
my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold.   
Foundations of Faith 2: Witness, Service, Stewardship, & Fellowship 
 
Regular Worship Schedule:  
Sundays @ 8:30am & 11:00am 
Masks are required at the 11:00am service. 
 
We continue to live stream the 8:30am Sunday service on Facebook and 
make it available on our website the following Monday. 

 
Altar Duties for October will be handled by Linda Mahncke and Deb 
Newton. Thank you to Cheryl Lauer & Melissa Lynch for their service in 
September. 

 
Acolytes please use Sign Up Genius to schedule for service. 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month:  The Deacons will be taking 
a special door offering this month. Let us show our support for our 
Pastor’s work on behalf of our Lord and Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
This is also a perfect time for cards, words of encouragement, and 
prayers. 

 
Fellowship 

 
The Board of Directors has advised that social gatherings in the 
building be suspended until further notice. This includes but is 
not limited to fellowship time between services, receptions, 
open houses, and luncheons.  
 

Glowing Embers postponed. 
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Adult Education 
  

Bible Study Opportunities: 
Sunday Adult Study continues at 10:00am on 
Sundays in the sanctuary. Every One His 
Witness explores the “Witness” portion of 
our Foundations of Faith 2 theme. (These 
sessions are also videotaped and available 
for viewing on our web page.) 
     Witnessing.  What’s it all about? The Every 
One His Witness program puts sound doctrine into practical action for 
sharing the faith with people in our everyday lives. Participants learn: 
What is witnessing? Why do we witness? And the “how-to” of 
witnessing using the LASSIE approach — Listen-Ask-Seek-Share-Invite-
Encourage. 
     Workbooks are available for $15 each – not required but a resource 
which allows you access to additional modules online. If you’d like a 
workbook, add your name to the list on the Welcome Desk or call the 
church office.  
 
Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets Tuesdays, at 9:15am at 
church.  Any interested woman is welcome to attend. Speak to Deb 
Staack for additional details. 
 
At the Village: Small group Bible study at the Village Co-op in CF. Speak 
to Kathe Kisling for more details.  

 
Men’s Ministry 

 
Pancake Breakfasts remain on hold. 
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Service Opportunities 
 
Food Bank: Volunteering on the first Thursday of the month is on hold 
until further notice. The Food Bank is still in need of volunteers, mainly 
during daytime hours. Check their website for opportunities to serve.   
 

Presentation Assistant: If you are interested in learning how to run 
the Proclaim software we use during our service, tape our services, or 
perhaps operate the sound board, speak to Jon Illian, Tech Director. 
 

Ushers: Nathan Schutt, Usher Coordinator. 

 
Mission Ministry 

 
Mission Committee will meet here on Tuesday, October 6 at 6:15pm. 
Speak to Bob White for more information on how you can get involved. 
 

Missionary Family: Please keep in your prayers Scott & Ivy Wiens, the 
missionary family our church is helping to support. They would love to 
hear from you, as it is a great encouragement to them! 
 

 
Caring Ministry 

 
GriefShare is a national Christ-centered grief recovery support group. 
This 13-week program meets on Mondays at 4:00pm and is led by Lois 
Bonefas. Please share this information with anyone you know who 
might be interested in grief support.  

 
Love, INC Gas Card Gap Ministry continues with 
fulfillment by mail only. 
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Christian Outreach 
 

 
 
 
 

LCMS Radio and Web Ministry 
www.Kfuo.org reaches listeners worldwide 24/7 

        

“The Lutheran Hour” can be heard on these stations: 
KXEL 1540 AM Sunday 5:30am 
WGN 720 AM Sunday 6:00am 
WMT 600 AM Sunday 6:30am 

WHO 1040 AM Sunday 7:30am 
KWAY 1470 AM Sunday 8:00am 

 
Youth & Children’s Ministry 

 
Sunday School for Pk through 8th grade is on hold for the time being. 
Our classroom space is limited, and social distancing would be difficult 

to maintain. We will be reevaluating as the fall progresses. (Jill 
Stubberud and Kelly Rodriguez will be coordinating SS when we can do 
so safely.) 

 
Lutheran Distinction will be the topic for this class for high school 
students, which begins Wednesday, October 7 from 6:30-8pm. Led by 
Pastor Kapanka. Questions? Speak to Anne Dawson. 
 

SPARC: Blessings to those students who 
celebrated their Catechism Day on September 13: 
Leland Ambrose-Daman, Jacob Kobliska, Jonathan 
Leyda, Emersun Reiter, Chloe Renslow, Abigail 
Schutt, and Davis Thompson. 
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High School Youth Group: Online only at this time. Contact Colby 
Reinking, Youth Director for specifics. 

 
Music Ministry 

 

Kids Praise Choir practices are on hold. We will reevaluate as the fall 
progresses. 
 

Praise Band practices are on hold.  If you are interested in singing or 
playing with Praise Band, speak to Dave Koehler.  We are seeking a 
piano accompanist and drummer. 

 
Women’s Ministry     

 
Dorcas: Ladies will meet on Wednesday, October 14, at 6:00pm at the 
Cedar Falls Family Restaurant, 2627 Center Street, for dinner and 
fellowship.  All ladies from Immanuel are welcome!  Please RSVP to 
Jennifer Determan. 

 

Lutheran Women in Mission: 
The power of God is evident in the dimes 
and quarters you put in your Mite Box 
and this is celebrated each fall on LWML 
Sunday. We will be collecting mite 
offerings on LWML Sunday, October 25. 

Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite (Mark 12:41-43), the 
Mite Box is intended for contributions of "mites" — offerings above and 
beyond the support given to the congregation and the Synod. Mite Box 
contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and 
national mission grants. The LWML has collected over $127 million 
dollars since 1942. These coins have, and will, continue to make a 
difference.  Please bring your pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters on 
LWML Sunday and help support our LWML Missions and the 
opportunity for us to spread the Gospel to the world.  We thank you for 
your support of LWML.  
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If you have not yet fulfilled your building or parking lot pledge, we 
encourage you to do so. If you have fulfilled your building pledge, 
please prayerfully continue to give to the building fund to make our 
building payment.  
 

Change Challenge! Save your pocket change each week and drop it in 
the 5-gallon bucket in the sanctuary.  All monies from the bucket will go 
towards the building fund.  We are over $9,722 collected! 

 
Contributions for August/September 

 

   Attendance                    Offering                    Building        
 
 
 
 
 

Electronic Giving:  Immanuel offers electronic giving for those of you 
who wish to have your contributions transferred electronically to the 
church’s account. Contact the church office for more details. We have 
over 20 church families who use this easy option! (Tracked the same as 
with an envelope.) 
 

 
 
Buy SCRIP Gift Cards! From retail stores to restaurants, using scrip 
cards is easy! We keep many of your favorites on hand but can also 
order what you need. Not only are the cards great gifts but are handy 
for your everyday use. All families buy gas, buy groceries, and eat out. 
Why not use a scrip card? Immanuel keeps a percentage of each card 
purchased (and is given to the building fund)!  Buy scrip from the office 
or contact Deb Newton. 
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Preschool News 

      
     Preschool is a busy place these days!  The children are busy making 
new friends, as they play with one another in the room.  If you are in 
the building, you might hear excitement as Pastor stops by for a visit 
and gets the children all excited when he asks them to follow his rules 
of “No smiling, No learning, No fun, and No snacks, “ to which they tell 
him that he cannot have the snacks or that they already ate them.  He 
continues to encourage them to have a bad day and they just laugh and 
tell him to have a bad day while they have a good day.  Pastor knows 
how to distract the children and they truly enjoy having him stop in the 
classroom.  
     The 3’s class has been learning quite a bit.  They have learned things 
like how apples grow and how to make applesauce.  They are starting to 
work on recognizing their names and the letters which make up their 
names.  Learning about God’s creation has been a big part of 
September’s Bible stories.  They just finished a study on Noah and the 
flood.    
     The 4’s class had their first outing for the year. They went out to Big 
Woods Lake on a “camping” trip.  The camping usually consists of going 
into the tent, fishing, hiking, making hotdogs, and s’mores.  We also 
enjoyed our time reading in the tent and finding living creatures in the 
world that God created.  The children are learning sight words and the 
basics of addition.    
     Every day at preschool we have a variety of learning experiences that 
the children enjoy.  We are excited to get a few new supplies from a 
Thrivent Action Team Grant that a parent wrote for the preschool.  If 
you have access to Thrivent Action Team Grants and have not used 
them, we would be happy to help you find a way to use it in our 
preschool.    
     This year has been a little different with smaller class sizes and more 
cleaning to do.  We have added additional deep cleaning to our 
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schedule to help mitigate the spread of the virus.  We have had a couple 
of the parents in the program test positive and continue to pray that the 
staff and students stay healthy.  Continue to pray for our families and 
our efforts as we share, the gospel with these unchurched families.    
     Please contact Jackie if you have any questions. Thank you for all 
your support and prayers. 
                                                                            Mrs. Illian & Mrs. Dawson 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Valley News 
 

The 2020 Crusader Golf Classic was held Friday, September 18 at the 
Waverly Golf Course.  The weather was absolutely perfect for the 16 
teams who enjoyed an afternoon on the golf course.  Thank you to all 
the sponsors, golfers and volunteers that helped to make the day 
awesome for everyone.  Mark your calendar for next year … Friday, 
September 17, 2021!  Same time.  Same location.   
 

ILSTO:  This year $95,800 in tuition assistance was awarded to Valley 
Lutheran School students through the Iowa Lutheran School Tuition 
Organization. Over $467,000 was awarded to Lutheran students in Iowa. 
We would like to double those amounts for 2021-2022. We are 
currently at 15% of our 2020 goal. Now is the time to contribute for the 
next school year so we can continue this great program. The benefits 
you receive are two-fold: 1) You get to see more children experiencing 
the love of God every day, and 2) You will receive a 65% tax credit on 
your Iowa state income taxes and a charitable deduction on your 
Federal return. At this time $27,000 has been designated for Valley. For 
further information, please contact Dewey Torkelson. You can also 
download a donor form at www.iowalutheransto.org  

http://www.iowalutheransto.org/
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 YOUR GIFTS WILL BE MULTIPLIED 
“But the word of God increased and multiplied.”  Acts 12:24 
A huge thank you to everyone that gave gifts toward the envelope 
drive.  A total of $15,875 was raised.  Our hearts were filled with joy 
when parents, grandparents, staff, faculty, board members and other 
Valley family and friends felt in their hearts it was important to support 
Valley!  I can promise you that the word of God will continue to be 
increased and multiplied at Valley!  
 

Job Openings: Valley Lutheran is filling the position of Admission and 
Recruitment Director. This is a part time position. For more information 
or to fill out an application, please email Mr. L'Heureux. 
     VLS will also have the position of Before/Aftercare open starting in 
January. If you are interested in this part-time position, please contact 
Mr. L'Heureux. 

 
Other News 

 
Parking Lot Update: Pledge period will continue until all are received.  
$163,367 has been collected.  Groundwork is complete and curbs have 
been poured. Asphalt and landscaping are next. 
 

Reminder to Thrivent members to check their account(s) often.  
Thrivent is awarding "Choice Dollars" constantly to your accounts which 
you can direct to Immanuel.   

 
Organist Workshop: Looking to improve your organ playing? Or are 
you a pianist and wish you knew more about playing for worship 
services? Join the Organist Workshop at College Hill Lutheran Church, 
Saturday, November 14 from 9 AM-4 PM. Rev. Sean Daenzer, Director 
of Worship and International Center Chaplain for the LCMS will be our 
presenter. Cost for the workshop is $40. Call or email CHLC or go 
to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/organist-workshop-tickets-
109207885726 .  
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/organist-workshop-tickets-109207885726
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/organist-workshop-tickets-109207885726
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Please pray for these MEMBERS serving in the military: 
●  Cale Buck is serving as Drill Sargent at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO.  
●  Reece Buck recently deployed to the Middle East with the Iowa 
National Guard.  
●  Blake Determan, Senior Airman, stationed at Beale AFB in CA.  He is 
a crew chief on the Lockheed U-2. 
●  PV2 Camryn Meyer, granddaughter of Doris Meyer. Lab Dept  

GLWACH Fort Leonard Wood, MO, Army National Guard 
●  SFC Jamie Stien is Military Instructor for ROTC at UNI. 
   
And these FRIENDS of the Congregation serving in the military: 

• Jonathan Chung, grandson of the late Ted Schuler, serving 
airborne stateside. 

• Senior Chief Jacob Gardner, grandson of Sandy McDonald.  
Stationed in Seattle with wife Anne and children Attica & Ava. 
(Navy) 

• Ben McCombs, grandson of the late Margaret McCombs. (Navy) 

• Dylan Meyer, grandson of Doris Meyer, is stationed at Little 
Creek, Virginia Beach, VA. (Navy) 

• Colonel Kevin Minor, son-in-law of Deb Staack, working for 
NATO in Belgium (Air Force) 

• 1st Lieutenant Ryan Richter, nephew of Barb Laue, serving in 
Afghanistan. (Marines) 

• Jessica Schmidt, family of Doug & Mary Schmidt. (Army) 
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October Birthdays 
1. Cheryl Boevers 
2. Kelsey Carriger, Shannon Daman 
3. Jacob Berumez, Jonathan Leyda, Mandy Mahncke 
4.  
5. Niki Kapanka 
6.  
7. Robert Friedley, Andrea McDonald 
8. Nathan Schutt 
9. Arlene Lauer, Darlene Richards 
10. Lyndsey Eldridge Fortune, Melissa Glawe, Kelly Rodriguez 
11. Hannah Swartzendruber 
12. Oaklynn Bowman, Linda Mahncke 
13. Gary Christensen, Jeff Dawson, Lydia Rusch 
14. Isaac Dawson, Vicky Woellert 
15. Bev Morris, Dan Phillips, Wendell Schmidt 
16. McKenzie Heinz 
17. Charlie Clos, Gene Davis, Lacey Meyerhoff, Gary Rankin 
18.  Elianna Phillips, Dave Schoepske 
19.  Trey Berger, Karter Faust, Sara Glawe  
20. Rose Davis, Linda Gomez 
21. Paul Mason, Betty Pries 
22. Kathy Illian, Maddison Stocks 
23. Keely Daman, Steve Dix, Melissa Wright 
24. Gary Anderson, Kassidy Dunbar, Phyllis Pauling,  

Davis Thompson 
25. Bryan Culpepper 
26. Will Klein 
27.                    
28. Gene Boevers, Tracy Faust, Brad Schneider 
29. Hailey Brunson, Ilene Butcher 
30. Mike Schoepske, Chrysta Wolf 
31. Gary Kaune, Mark Modderman, Grayson Wolff 
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October Anniversaries 
1   
2   
3   Darold & JoDel Bush, Chris & Marie Beckman 
4   Dan & Melissa Lynch 
5    
6   
7   
8   Bob & Kathy Camarata 
9   Dan & Carol Klein 
10   
11   
12 Steve & Diane Buck 
13  
14 Rick & Jean Day 
15   
16   
17  Andrea & Chris McDonald 
18   
19  Grant & Melissa Daniels 
20   
21  
22  
23   
24 John Fortune & Lyndsey Eldridge Fortune 
25  
26   
27 Jaime & James Culpepper 
28   
29  
30   
31 
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Milestones 
 
Members Celebrating 90+ Birthdays: 
Robert Friedley, 1529 Columbia, Wloo 03 
Dave Schoepske, 835 Dena St., Wloo 02 
Ilene Butcher, 920 N. Cherry St. #2, Shell Rock, IA  50670 

 
Minutes 

Immanuel Board of Directors 
September 8, 2020 

5:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Many Thanks 
     
●  Thank you to those who designated Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church – Dave Koehler, Cheryl Lauer, Priscilla Mills, 
Steve Mills, Mark Modderman 
●  Our 2020 Guidebook & Directory advertisers helped provide this 
publication at no cost to our congregation. We encourage you to think 
of them in the future as your needs arise! Thank you to Lance & Christy 
Banwart and Black Hawk Memorial Co., Bob & Linda Mahncke and 
Blueline Moving & Storage, Rod Kobliska Chiropractic, Coldwell Banker 
agents Celia Simmer & Elke Gerdes, Myron & Joyce Piehl and Polk’s Lock 
Service.  
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