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From Our Senior Pastor 
 

     Growing up, the first week in August was always kind of depressing. 
Turning the calendar to August meant that summer was two-thirds 
over. School was just around the corner. Stores 
and advertisers were promoting the “Back-to-
School” products. The heat and humidity made 
doing outdoor activities nearly unbearable. If 
you grew up in Michigan, Wisconsin, or 
Minnesota the mosquitos had grown to the 
size of pterodactyls. For football players in high school, August meant 
brutal two-a-day practices. Parents had run out of ideas to keep their 
kids busy and entertained. Friction in the home was high. 

     This year you don’t have to be a teenager growing up in Michigan to 
be depressed about August. There are so many uncertainties facing 
people in the coming weeks. What will school look like? How will 
parents balance safety and socialization? Will we be required to wear 
masks everywhere? Will churches have Sunday School, confirmation, 
and choirs? Will the economic realities jeopardize my job? Will sports, 
concerts, movies, and fairs be allowed to return? What is going to heal 
the racial divides? Will our government ever find a way to work 
together for all people? When will the life I am used to living ever 
become normal again? 

     Along with everyone else, I wish I had the answers to these 
questions. I wish someone, anyone, could provide some stability, some 
steadiness to the forecasts of events in the coming weeks and months. 
It‘s a laughable understatement to suggest that we are living in 
uncertain times. 

     Thomas Taylor wrote a well-known hymn that is often sung at 
funerals. The lines in this hymn can give us a sense of perspective. The 
hymn is called, “I’m But A Stranger Here.” 

1 I'm but a stranger here, Heaven is my home; Earth is a desert drear; 
Heaven is my home: Danger and sorrow stand Round me on every hand; 

Heaven is my fatherland, Heaven is my home. 
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2 What though the tempest rage, Heaven is my home; Short is my 
pilgrimage, Heaven is my home: And time's wild wintry blast Soon shall 

be over past; I shall reach home at last, Heaven is my home. 

3 There at my Savior’s side, Heaven is my home; I shall be glorified, 
Heaven is my home. There are the good and blest, Those I love most 

and best; And there I too shall rest, Heaven is my home. 

4 Therefore I murmur not, Heaven is my home; Whate'er my earthly lot, 
Heaven is my home: And I shall surely stand There at my Lord's right 

hand: Heaven is my fatherland, Heaven is my home. 

     In times of extreme uncertainty, our hope and confidence is not 
found in the decisions of governments, school boards, or business 
leaders. Our hope and confidence are in the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the dead and the life everlasting. You are a baptized, 
redeemed, and saved child of God. Even though Danger and sorrow 
stand and the tempest rage, Heaven is your Home. Whate’er our earthly 
lot, Heaven is your home. By the Blood of the Lamb, you will stand at 
the Lord’s right hand. Heaven is your fatherland. 

                                                                                        Pastor Kapanka 

 
 
 
 

Prayers from July 
 
For safe travel for the Illians and Kapankas 
For Dee Schildroth, 40 Days for Life volunteer, diagnosed with breast 
cancer 
For Jackson Hansen, preschool family member, serious health issue 
For David Mahncke, health issues 
For Pastor Illian, prostate cancer 
For Vicki McDonald, Kathy Camarata’s sister, cancer 
For missionaries Scott & Ivy Wiens 
For Robin Morelock, preparing for her move to Papua New Guinea 

Please call the church office if you will be in the 
hospital or if you know of a member that is ill.  
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Information 
                                 

Staff Opening: 
Music Director: Direct our choirs, bells, and chimes among other duties 
related to music. Experience preferred. This is a part-time paid position 
starting immediately. If you have an interest, speak to Melissa in the 
office for more information. 
 

Official Business: 
Baptism: Josie Kay Geerdes, daughter of Eddie & Emily Geerdes 
Deaths: Lucille Meier, Darlene Lorenz, Barb Draper 
 
Current Addresses Needed for: 
Aliya Abben                     John Netty         Rebecca Winther               
Jade Allspach       Ben Sink                           Cody Wright 
Lindsey Ernst       Christopher Walsh Jr.                 

 
Worship 

 
Regular Worship Schedule:  
Sundays @ 8:30am & 11:00am 
(Wednesday worship is suspended for the remainder of the 
summer.) 
 

We continue to live stream the 8:30am Sunday service on 
Facebook and make it available on our website the following 
Monday. 
 
Altar Duties for August will be handled by Lois Bonefas & Laverne 
Kelderman. Thank you to Myron & Joyce Piehl for their service in July. 

 
Acolyte duties will be handled this summer by the Deacons and Ushers. 
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Fellowship 
 
The Board of Directors has advised that social gatherings in the 
building be suspended through the summer months. This 
includes but is not limited to fellowship time between services, 
receptions, open houses, and luncheons.  
 
Glowing Embers postponed. 

 
Adult Education 

  

Bible Study Opportunities: 
Sunday Adult Study will resume soon. Watch the New and Notes for 
start date. 
 
Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study will resume Tuesday, 
September 8, at 9:15am at church.  We’ll pick up with the study we 
were doing last school year - The Armor of God.  Any interested woman 
is welcome to attend. Speak to Deb Staack for additional details. 
 
At the Village: Small group Bible study at the Village Co-op in CF on the 
first and third Sundays at 6:00pm Sept-May.  

 
Service Opportunities 

 

Food Bank: Immanuel volunteers at the NE IA Food Bank on Lafayette 
St. in Waterloo from 4:30-6:00pm on the first Thursday of the month 
Sept.-May.   
 

Presentation Assistant: If you are interested in learning how to run 
the Proclaim software we use during our service, tape our services, or 
perhaps operate the sound board, speak to Jon Illian, Tech Director. 
 

Ushers: Nathan Schutt, Usher Coordinator. 
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Christian Outreach 
 

 
 
 
 

LCMS Radio and Web Ministry 
www.Kfuo.org reaches listeners worldwide 24/7 

        

“The Lutheran Hour” can be heard on these stations: 
KXEL 1540 AM Sunday 5:30am 
WGN 720 AM Sunday 6:00am 
WMT 600 AM Sunday 6:30am 

WHO 1040 AM Sunday 7:30am 
KWAY 1470 AM Sunday 8:00am 

 
Mission Ministry 

 

Mission Committee generally meets on the first Tuesday of the month 
at 6:15pm. Speak to Bob White for more information on how you can 
get involved. 

 
Missionary Family: Please keep in your prayers Scott & Ivy Wiens, the 
missionary family our church is helping to support. They would love to 
hear from you, as it is a great encouragement to them! 
 

 
Music Ministry 

 

Kids Praise Choir will resume in the fall. 
 

Praise Band practices are on hold for the time being.  If you are 
interested in singing or playing with Praise Band, speak to Dave Koehler. 
  



 

 

6 

Caring Ministry 
 

Immanuel’s GriefShare leadership team will host an informal grief 
support group meeting on Monday, August 17 at 4:00pm.  Anyone who 
is interested is welcome to attend.  Speak to Deb Staack for more 
information. 
 

GriefShare is a national Christ-centered grief recovery support group. 
This 13-week program meets in the fall on Mondays at 4:00pm and is 
led by Lois Bonefas. Start date is Monday, August 31. Please share this 
information with anyone you know who might be interested in grief 
support. Cost is $15 for the workbook – unless you already have one 
from a previous session. 

 
Love, INC Gas Card Gap Ministry continues with 
fulfillment by mail only. 

 
 

Youth & Children’s Ministry 
 

Sunday School for Pk (3 & 4-year-old) through 8th grade meets Sunday 
mornings at 9:45am in various classrooms Sept.-May. (Jill Stubberud 
and Kelly Rodriguez will be coordinating SS this school year.) 

 
Faith Alive! Classes are scheduled to resume in September. Questions? 
Speak to Anne Dawson, SPARC coordinator. 
 

High School Youth Group: Contact Colby Reinking, Youth Director for 
specifics. 

 
Men’s Ministry 

 
Pancake Breakfasts will resume in the fall.  
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Women’s Ministry  

    

LWML Updates: The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Iowa East 
District Convention has been rescheduled to Saturday, September 12, at 
Camp I-O-Dis-E-Ca in place of the Fall Retreat. 
 

Dorcas will resume meetings in the fall.  

 
Other News 

 
Parking Lot Update: Pledge period will continue until all are received.  
$161,817 has been collected.  CF City Council has given us the go ahead 
to begin construction, which will begin early August! 
 

Safety First! For safety reasons, the Deacons ask that we use Green 
Creek to enter the lot and Oster to exit (you can then proceed to Green 
Hill from Oster or go back to the light on Rownd).  This will help with 
traffic flow on Sundays. 
 

Reminder to Thrivent members to check their account(s) often.  
Thrivent is awarding "Choice Dollars" constantly to your accounts which 
you can direct to Immanuel.  If you need help or do not have a 
computer call Cheryl Lauer.  
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If you have not yet fulfilled your building or parking lot pledge, we 
encourage you to do so. If you have fulfilled your building pledge, 
please prayerfully continue to give to the building fund to make our 
building payment.  
 

Change Challenge! Save your pocket change each week and drop it in 
the 5-gallon bucket in the sanctuary.  All monies from the bucket will go 
towards the building fund.  We are over $9,722 collected! 

 
Contributions for June/July 

 

   Attendance                    Offering                    Building        
 
Available in the office. 
 
 

 

Electronic Giving:  Immanuel offers electronic giving for those of you 
who wish to have your contributions transferred electronically to the 
church’s account. Contact the church office for more details. We have 
over 20 church families who use this easy option! (Tracked the same as 
with an envelope.) 
 

 
 
Buy SCRIP Gift Cards! From retail stores to restaurants, using scrip 
cards is easy! We keep many of your favorites on hand but can also 
order what you need. Not only are the cards great gifts but are handy 
for your everyday use. All families buy gas, buy groceries, and eat out. 
Why not use a scrip card? Immanuel keeps a percentage of each card 
purchased (and is given to the building fund)!  Buy scrip from the office 
or contact Deb Newton. 
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Many Thanks 
     
●  Thank you so much for all the kind words, cards, and gifts sent for 
our retirement. (We were really looking forward to cake and coffee but 
Covid got in the way!) We are blessed to be a part of the Immanuel 
family and have enjoyed our time serving the Lord here. We look 
forward to seeing you all in worship and fellowship soon. God Bless! 
Thelma Meyerhoff, Cindy Grim, Cheryl Lauer 
●  Our 2020 Guidebook & Directory advertisers helped provide this 
publication at no cost to our congregation. We encourage you to think 
of them in the future as your needs arise! Thank you to Lance & Christy 
Banwart and Black Hawk Memorial Co., Bob & Linda Mahncke and 
Blueline Moving & Storage, Rod Kobliska Chiropractic, Coldwell Banker 
agents Celia Simmer & Elke Gerdes, Myron & Joyce Piehl and Polk’s Lock 
Service.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Preschool News 
      
In just a few short weeks, the classroom will be filled with excited 
children, ready to learn about Jesus.  We would like to welcome three 
new staff members to preschool.  Chaeyoung Simmer will be serving as 
the part time aide in our 3-year-old preschool classroom.  Marcy Trower 
will be serving as the morning part time aide and Elena Cafaro will be 
the afternoon part time aide in the 4-year-old classroom.  Let’s make 
these three individuals feel welcome. 
     Thank you for all your support and prayers. 
                                   Mrs. Illian, Mrs. Dawson, Ms. Peters 
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Immanuel Preschool is registering children for the 2020-2021 school 

year for the 4-year-old and 3-year-old classes. The 4-year-old class 
meets mornings or afternoons M-F and is tuition free through a state 
grant. The 3’s meet two mornings M/W or T/TH. Stop in the office and 
pick up a packet or download from the new preschool website 
www.immanuelpreschool.org. Tell your friends and neighbors about our 
Christ-centered program! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

VLS 2020-21 Enrollment: Jamie Panning, Enrollment Director, will 
schedule tours for anyone interested. Financial aid is available for 
qualifying families. Contact Jamie. 

 
Crusader Knight Part II – Mark your calendars for another one of a 
kind event Saturday, September 12.  Part I of Crusader Knight 2020 was 
virtual, but Part II is going to be in person!  The Crusader Knight 
committee will be hosting the Dessert Frenzy, Silent Auction and Live 
Auction at Valley.  Doors open at 6:30pm and the Dessert Frenzy will 
begin at 7:00pm. Call or email Anne Meyer-Schmitz with your RSVP by 
Wednesday, September 9.  Reservations will not be taken at the 
door. Items are being accepted for both the Live and Silent Auctions 
until Friday, August 28.  
 

2020 Crusader Golf Classic: Get your team ready for the 2020 
Crusader Golf Classic!  The event is scheduled for Friday, September 18 
at the Waverly Golf Course.  Join us for lunch at 12:00pm before you 
head out onto the greens for a shot gun start at 1:00pm.  The cost for 
the Crusader Classic is $60 per player, which includes lunch, golf cart 
and 18 holes of golf.  Registration deadline is Monday, September 
14. Don’t wait; get your team together today!  Call Anne Meyer-Schmitz 
or contact her via email. 
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Please pray for these MEMBERS serving in the military: 
●  Cale Buck is serving as Drill Sargent at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO.  
●  Reece Buck recently deployed to the Middle East with the Iowa 
National Guard.  
●  Blake Determan, Senior Airman, stationed at Beale AFB in CA.  He is 
a crew chief on the Lockheed U-2. 
●  PV2 Camryn Meyer, granddaughter of Doris Meyer. Lab Dept  

GLWACH Fort Leonard Wood, MO, Army National Guard 
●  SFC Jamie Stien is Military Instructor for ROTC at UNI. 
   
And these FRIENDS of the Congregation serving in the military: 

• Jonathan Chung, grandson of the late Ted Schuler, serving 
airborne stateside. 

• Senior Chief Jacob Gardner, grandson of Sandy McDonald.  
Stationed in Seattle with wife Anne and children Attica & Ava. 
(Navy) 

• Ben McCombs, grandson of the late Margaret McCombs. (Navy) 

• Dylan Meyer, grandson of Doris Meyer, is stationed at Little 
Creek, Virginia Beach, VA. (Navy) 

• Colonel Kevin Minor, son-in-law of Deb Staack, working for 
NATO in Belgium (Air Force) 

• 1st Lieutenant Ryan Richter, nephew of Barb Laue, serving in 
Afghanistan. (Marines) 

• Jessica Schmidt, family of Doug & Mary Schmidt. (Army) 
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August Birthdays 
 

1 Richard King 
2  
3  
4  
5 Kathy Camarata, David Heide, Martin Kunz  
6 Ashley Buhr, Erica Buhr, Thelma Meyerhoff 
7  
8 Andy Bedard, Kaitlyn Hess 
9 Marvin Miller 
10 Aidan Bedard, Cheyenne Hayes, Matt Roth 
11 Traci Smith 
12 Staci Borgwardt, Cheryl Lauer, Thea Streittmatter 
13  
14 Natasha Jacobsen 
15 Shirley Tangen 
16 Amy Kapanka, Melissa Lynch 
17 Courtney Banwart 
18 Tim Kono, Jay Weber, Linda White 
19 Mary Allison, Julia Stone 
20 Brenda Heinz, Dan Lynch, Angela Meron 
21 Jim Trower 
22 Taleah Berger, Carol Brunson, Hannah Byers, Kathe Kisling, 

Logan Reiter, Nancy Stiner 
23  
24  
25 Lindy McDaniel 
26  
27  
28 Megan Dunn 
29 Bob Camarata, Liz Fleming 
30 Jennifer Hess 

       31   Justin Downs 
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August Anniversaries 
1   
2   
3   Steve & Sara Dix  
4   Bob & Judy Hinkle 
5   Ron & Laverne Kelderman, Mike & Amanda Marquart 
6   
7   
8   
9   John & Marilyn Schrum 
10   
11  Brian & Amanda L’Heureux 
12  
13  
14  
15  Jon & Jackie Illian, Charles & Linda Knoll, Loren & Kim Meyer 
16  Linda & Keith Graber, Nathan & Sara Schutt 
17  Kendall & Kathy Diehl 
18  Bill & Celia Simmer 
19  Melissa & Matt Petersen 
20  David & Charity Heide, Dave & Trudy Shepard 
21  
22  
23  Beth & Scott Weber 
24  
25  
26  Penney & Mike Neisen 
27  
28  Doug & Mary Schmidt, Jay & Karen Weber 
29  
30   
31  
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Milestones 
 

John & Marilyn Schrum will celebrate their 45th Anniversary on August 
9. Address: 914 Bluegrass Cr. #318, Cedar Falls 50613  
Dave & Trudy Shepard will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on August 
20. Address: 2515 Cottage Ave., Waverly 50677 

 
Minutes 

 
Available in the office. 


